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LL   E G A C YE G A C Y   
A newsletter of the Bloomfield Historical Society 

 

Coming  

October 18! 
 
Eccentric Editor 
Greg Kowalski 
will present a 
lively and 
interesting look at the 131-
year history of our local 
journal. 

THE ECCENTRIC 
BLOOMFIELD’S  

HISTORY IN PAPER 

The next Local History/ 
Local Resources Program 

INSIDE 

INFO@ … answers 

Where  does the Rouge River  
begin? 

•Sunday, October 18  
from 3 to 4:30 at the 
Bloomfield Township 
Public Library 

What is community 
journalism, and is it still 
relevant today? Come hear 
all about it from a 35-year 
veteran reporter, editor, 
historian and author.  
Ask questions.  
Get the facts.  

Restoration Begins  
At Wing Lake School Historical Centre 

In 1859 the doors at Wing Lake School opened to children 

for the first time. The Bloomfield farm community at Slyôs 

Corner (Maple and Wing Lake Roads) celebrated their 

óproperô stone schoolhouse, a source of honor and pride. One 

hundred and fifty years later the community is engaged in 

restoring that sense of pride in one of the oldest, most historic 

sites in the Bloomfield area. The restoration process has been 

made possible with help from the Bloomfield Hills Schools, 

the Township and the continuing research of your Society, 

It was long assumed that the coved ceiling was added during a 

previous remodeling, but once the ñnewò plaster was removed 

the original ð and very curved ð supports were revealed, 

along with the original square-cut nails and horsehair plaster. 

This seems to make our schoolhouse unique in Michigan. 

Perhaps it was original landowner and pillar of the community, 

Deacon Elijah Bull, who suggested the design to inspire the 

students to greater heights. 

On completion in Spring of 2010 classes of district 

schoolchildren will visit the one room schoolhouse again to 

experience a day-in-history and the community will have a 

new gathering place for activities and events with a social and 

educational value. Our ñhistoric jewel box.ò will sparkle again 

at Slyôs Corner. 

Architect Gene Hopkins removes a 
square-cut nail 

Fall/ Winter 2009 
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info@ é answers 
Society Historian John Marshall tackles questions you ask: 

Question: Does the origin of the Rouge River really run through the Bowers Farm near the Barton Farmhouse and the 
Craig Log Cabin? 
Johnôs response: I learned that the stream at the Farm is not just any little drainage waterway, but is indeed at the beginnings of the 
Rouge which eventually enters the Detroit River after passing through the huge Ford Motor Company Rouge Plant complex in Dear-
born. 
I consulted maps, both historic and current. One of the most helpful was the 2007 Oakland County Surface Geology and Hydrology map. 
There are, of course, many sources for the different branches and the various tributaries in the Rouge watershed but from these maps 
it became clear that there are two origins of the Main Branch of the Rouge which begins and runs through the Bloomfield area on its 
way south to join the other branches.  

The origin of the Main Branch of the Rouge River 
The principal one of the two (the Sprague) is across from the Farm and 
begins in a small unnamed pond in the southwest corner of the inter-
section of Squirrel Road and Square Lake Road.  
The owners of the property in which this pond is located confirmed 
that their pond is fed by at least seven springs and that they understand 
it to be the source of the Main Branch of the Rouge River. When they 
purchased their 20 acres in 1964, the former owner told them that the 
pond was created some years earlier by dredging out what was marsh 
land. This can be seen by comparing aerial photographs of this area. 
There is clearly no pond in a 1940 photograph, but a well defined one 
in a 1963 picture. 
Direction of Flow 
From the pond at Squirrel and Square Lake Roads, one sees that the 
course of the embryonic waterway starts northeasterly, flowing clock-
wise, cutting a sweeping curve shaped like a question mark.  
The Journey 
After crossing under both Squirrel and Square Lake Roads the Rouge 
flows through the west side low-land of the Charles L. Bowers Farm. 
It then crosses under I-75 and runs along the north boundary of the 
Adams Woods development. It exits Bloomfield Township as it crosses 
Adams Road through the depression midway between Square Lake 
Road and South Boulevard. In Troy it eventually joins the other origin 

to become officially the Main Branch before heading southwest into Birmingham and beyond. 
The river then flows south and turns southwest as it completes the tail of the question mark when it re-enters Bloomfield Township at 
a point about 200 yards south of Wattles Road. 
By now the river is flowing east to west in completely the opposite direction from when it first crossed Adams above Square Lake 
Roads. The total distance traveled is about seven miles. However, this crossing on Adams Road is only 2.5 miles by straight line from 
where it started at the pond.  

Once again the Bowers Farm and its neighborhood prove tone of Bloomfieldôs Historic Gateways ð and a rich source for learning 
about the many aspects of Bloomfieldôs past. 

A more complete version of Johnôs research is on the Societyôs  website. 

Farm  

Can you find the question mark? 

Notes from the Board 
Autumn in Bloomfield fills 

the senses ï the sounds of 

childrenôs voices off to 

school, the smell of heritage 

fruits at the farm markets, 

the taste of fresh apple cider 

from our 177-year-old mill. 

Some evoke childhood 

memories, some spark un-

awakened memories of our 

heritage. 

And, thatôs what your Society is all 
about. 

Itôs been a busy summer. Many 
volunteer hours have gone into  

planning of the restoration of the 

Wing Lake School Historical Centre 
ï the name the Stone Schoolhouse 

was given in 1976 and the one it will 

have going forward. Most of the 
restoration work will be interior. You 

will see some dramatic exterior 

changes as the slate roof is repaired 
and a ñnewò belfry is constructed to 

accurately reflect the design of the 

original. 

Our next LH/LR program will 
feature Eccentric Editor Greg 

Kowalski telling us about the 

important role the paper has had in 
recording the history of our area. 

More than 70 of you attended our 

most recent program and 
celebrated our 5th birthday with a 

piece of cake. 

Weôre starting a new project 

collecting oral histories. If you or 

someone you know would like to 
share your stories, please send us a 

note. 

 

Two Society members sit on the 
Board of Preservation Bloomfield. 

They bring a historical perspective to 

the Bloomfield communityôs 
preservation projects of the Craig Log 

Cabin and the Barton Farmhouse. 

Weôd like to welcome our new 
members, and remind all we like to 
know whatôs on your mind. Please 
send us your comments, questions 
and offers to volunteer at 
info@bloomfieldhistoricalsociety.org.  

mailto:info@bloomfieldhistoricalsociety.org
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Craig Log Cabin Story: 

New Pages Added  
 
 
So, what 
does this 
iconic 
poster for 
the 1939 
New York 
Worldôs 
Fair have to 
do with our 
Log Cabin?  
 
 
 

The late architect Nembhard Culin was 
working on the design staff of the Fair 
and created it for pre-Fair publicity. As a 
Rotch traveling scholar in the mid-
1930s Culin had met and befriended 
Eero Saarinen. In the Fall of 1945 Nem 
went to work for Saarinen in his studio 
in Bloomfield Hills. Post-war housing 
was scarce but the Craig Log Cabin was 
available. Culin, his wife Wendy and 
year-old daughter Cassandra made the 
Cabin their home for the next year-and-
a-half. 
This summer Cassandra and her hus-
band visited from Kentucky and asked 
the Society for a ñtourò. From the knoll 
on Lone Pine where the Cabin stood 
originally, she phoned her mother and 
described the experience. Cassandra 
had brought a chapter from her autobi-
ography written in high school: 

þThe cabin had an attic 
where red squirrels stored 
their nuts. At night the 
squirrels rolled the nuts 
around and kept the whole 
family awake ù it sounded 
like a bowling alley! Another 
trick they had was to get be-
tween the paneling and the 
logs and climb around! They 
practically drove our wire-
haired terrier þGyroÿ crazy!ÿ 

 
Update 
Right now the Cabin is ñseasoning.ò 
The new logs, structural timbers and 
roof are settling in so that the Cabin 
will be fully ready for its chinking and 
daubing process next Spring. 

In the earliest known photo of the Schoolhouse, there was no belfry for 
a bell. It must have seemed an unnecessary extravagance in 1859. Tales 
of Wing Lake bells confirm that it couldnôt have been too long, though, 
before a bell was deemed a necessity.  
One of the tales has been handed down in the family of Bob Donohue 
of our county planning office. His grandfather, Edmund J. Donohue, 
Sr., schoolmaster in 1889-90, arrived to find the bell missing. Frus-
trated, he used his first paycheck to buy a new bell for the belfry ï only 
to learn in later years that it was taken as a prank and thrown into Wing 
Lake. 
More than once during Mrs. Forslundôs tenure a variety of things hap-
pened to bells. Sometimes they went ï or almost went ï missing. Jack 
Fawcett, a student in the late 1920s, was inspired by a bell that disap-
peared one Halloween. Several years later he and a cousin tried to dupli-
cate the stunt they lost control as they removed the bell from its moor-
ings and it slid down the slate roof lodging against the chimney ï while 
they hightailed it for home. 
Geneva also wrote that she had to ñuse the hand bell occasionally when 
pranksters climbed on the roof and pulled the bell rope up in the bel-
fryò so it could not be rung. 

Now, the belfry and its bell will be restored to their original configura-
tion ð providing a happy ending to the Tale Of The Wing Lake Bells.  

ñWhen the school bell echoed across Wing Lake each morning announcing to the 

community that school was about to begin, children with knapsacks and lunch buckets 

were observed running in order to arrive at school before the bell stopped ringing.ò 

Geneva Kniesel Forslund 

Teacher and Principal 1928-1967 

The Bells Of Wing Lake 

HB DS 
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Katie Kiyo 

The Bloomfield Historical 
Society Board  

President 
Pamela Carmichael  
Vice President 
Marilyn Tuchow  
Secretary 
Barbara L. Keller  
Treasurer 
Al Magnus  
Directors 
Gail Barget 
David Bogart 
Joan Case  
Dorm Dickerson  
Dwight Diener  
Al Eicher  
Robert Hoisington 
Katie Kiyo  
Lanie Tobin  
Liaisons 
Jay Cravens 
Karen Kotulis-Carter 
Jan Roncelli 
Ex Officio 
Gerald Tuchow, Esq.  
 

 

Legacy is published by the  

Bloomfield Historical Society  

1099 Lone Pine Road 

Bloomfield Hills MI 48302   

Michael Carmichael, Editor 
Contributors: Katie Kiyo, Lanie Tobin 
Pam Carmichael, John Marshall 

Compliments of Macomb Duplicating 

 

Time Wasé  
As Lanie Tobin was browsing 
through old issues of the  
Eccentric for this feature she 
came across this 1909 ad and 
wondered if anyone else    re-
members stopping at Shainôs 
for a grilled peanut butter and 
jelly sandwich at lunchtime ð 
maybe while picking up school 
supplies? 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Bloomfield Historical Society is dedicated to fostering an appreciation of the rich history of the Bloomfield area by 
identifying, promoting and conserving our heritage. We encourage research to educate and engage all generations. 

www.bloomfieldhistoricalsociety.org    info@bloomfieldhistoricalsociety.org 

The Mystery of the Mural 
We wish Nancy Drew were here to help us solve The Mystery of the Fox and Hounds Mural, 
painted in 1939 by Clifford B. West, a student at the Cranbrook Academy of Art.  West 
went on to be connected with the Academy for nearly twenty years, and over the course of a 
long and illustrious career he became known worldwide for his important works as a painter, 
muralist, documentary filmmaker, photographer and teacher.  He painted the large mural on 
the wall behind the old bar at the Fox and Hounds. Unfortunately this mural was covered 
over in a renovation, and later lost when the Fox and Hounds was demolished in 2007. 
Perhaps you know the ñstory behind the storyò of this mural.  Could that be Manley Davis, 
banker, real estate developer, and owner of the Fox and Hounds toasting another successful 
business deal?  Please help us solve this mystery! 
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