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One Fine Day
History Went
on the Move
Like a scene out of The Music
Man, one fine July day the two
earliest portions of the Barton
House rolled away from imminent demolition and on to a
new role as the Farmhouse of
the Bowers Farm. They were
covered in bunting and accompanied by a motorcade fit for a
president. The parade up Eastways with its sweeping turn at
Square
Lake Road was complete with school kids, neighbors, Historical Society
members, City and Township officials, media representatives… and Mary
Barton Jolliffe herself carrying a small American Flag.
The sections of the House were coaxed onto their new foundation and
reassembled facing Square Lake as close to the street as befits a good
neighbor. After all, the Bloomfield community in the 1850’s was just
that, a community of farmhouses and farm families – each with an interesting story to tell.
The Barton House joins the old barn, the root cellar and the windmill to
make a more complete picture of life in Bloomfield when our produce
was so plentiful it was shipped all over the Midwest.
And none of it would have happened without the community’s responding almost immediately when we first learned of the precarious position of the Barton House.

You DID It! Thanks!!
To all of those in the Society who contributed, Thank You! Thank You! The immediate need has
been met and Phase Two: The Restoration is about to begin. As we go forward we hope you and
others will consider joining our parade.

Next step: Restoration
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INSIDE…
The Windmill at the Farm,
the latest news from the 19th
Century
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info@
Answers to questions from our e-mailbox
The Windmill at the Bowers Farm
Society Historian John Marshall tackles questions you ask:
On July 7 the community gathered for a formal groundbreaking at the Bowers School Farm in preparation for the arrival of the
Benjamin-Barton House. As members of the Society posed, shovels in hand, beneath the Farm’s windmill for a commemorative
photograph, someone asked about the plaque at the base of the mill which reads:
“WINDMILL
from the property of
Henry & Drieka Haberkorn
Friends of the Farm
1987.”
Farm Manager, Holly Glomsky, considers the windmill to be the
answer to the question of the history behind the plaque.

Farm’s icon, but no one had a ready

So the search was on. This time my search didn’t begin with a plat map or a trip to the County Register of Deeds. Instead, I followed a
lead from Al Eicher, who knew a previous manager. I learned that Marilyn Haberkorn, daughter-in-law of Henry and Drieka, still works
for the school district. In 1964, Marilyn told me, she and her husband Harry were
looking for a thoughtful, unique gift for Harry’s parents. An advertisement in their
local newspaper, the Gaylord (Michigan) Herald Times, provided just the right thing:
the Fairview Cemetery was offering their windmill for sale. They quickly purchased it
for $50 and Harry, with his brother, dismantled the mill and transported it to their
parents’ place. Henry and Drieka lived on 8 acres of land on Pine Lake Road where
they kept three ponies. The windmill was set up by Harry and his father on the back of
the property to pump water for the ponies. It was a welcome gift.
Henry Haberkorn also served on the Board of the Bloomfield Hills School District for
a number of years, along with his friend, Charles L. Bowers, in whose honor the Farm
is named. Henry and Drieka, who enjoyed volunteering at the Farm, determined that
if there ever came a point at which they no longer needed the windmill they would
donate it to the Farm – which was without one.
In 1975, the year before Henry died, he and Drieka gave the mill to the schools.
Once again, as he had done in 1964, Harry took the structure apart and moved it this
time to the Bowers School Farm where it remained dismantled for more than a
decade.
Douglas Spike, retired Farm manager (he now lives in Florida) picks up the story. In
1987 he decided to do something with the windmill pieces. He enlisted an Eagle Scout
to help assemble the windmill. Since no assembly instructions came with the donated
mill, they had to improvise. They assembled the tower portion flat on the ground.
This required the fabrication of some missing pieces of steel angle iron and
considerable welding. After the 30-foot tower was reassembled, a four-foot piece of
angle iron was welded onto the bottom of each of the tower legs. The tower was then
leveraged upright, with the extended legs inserted into buried 55 gallon steel drums
filled with concrete. The 8-foot diameter windmill, along with its rotor, was raised to
its position on the top of the tower with a cherry picker. The windmill blades turned
in the wind and the plaque was placed on a rock at the base of the mill.
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Time Was…
From the November 11, 1904 Eccentric
SALUTE YOUR NEXT GOVERNOR: Fred M. Warner
Business Principles and a Good
Cheese Maker Against Knowledge,
Education and Oratory Wins Out by a
Big Majority

P ESERVATION
BLOOMFIELD
What is Preservation Bloomfield
Society member Harry Walsh was the first to raise the alarm
about the potential loss of the Barton House. Recognizing that
the scope of the project would require the involvement of the
whole Bloomfield community, with keen civic insight Pat Hardy,
then mayor of the city, called together the Boards of the “4-B’s” –
the City of Bloomfield Hills, the Charter Township of
Bloomfield, the Bloomfield Hills School District and the
Bloomfield Historical Society. The result was Preservation
Bloomfield, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to the
preservation and telling of Bloomfield’s history.
The initial success has been remarkable. More than 700
individuals and organizations responded, contributing money,
time and in-kind services. More than a quarter million
community-based dollars were raised. A six acre educational park
was designated by the School Board and now two of
Bloomfield’s most historic treasures, the Barton House and the
Craig Log Cabin, reside there under the stewardship of
Preservation Bloomfield, a legacy, waiting to tell the story of
Bloomfield’s past and present.

A new chapter in the life of the Barton House
The Barton House now stands on its solid foundation – yet
admittedly looking somewhat forlorn. Its windows are boarded
up, as is its porch and the spaces where its chimneys once stood.
But it’s weather-tight, heated (somewhat) and electrified and,
most importantly, safe from the landfill. That completes the
latest chapter – Phase One.
The broad outlines of the new chapter that we’re calling Phase
Two: Restoration will include: restoration in a way that recalls
Bloomfield’s agricultural beginnings; adaptive re-use as an
educational resource, as a community center or potential home
for your Society. The details of the chapter are still under
discussion at Preservation Bloomfield. Two representatives from
the Society, John Marshall and Pam Carmichael, serve on its
Board.
Part of the determination will depend on the costs involved. Part
on additional input from the community.
If you have suggestions you would like to contribute to the
discussion, or if you know of a potential in-kind source to reduce
out-of-pocket costs we’d like to hear from you at
info@bloomfieldhistoricalsociety.org.
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Bloomfield, Troy, Royal Oak and
Southfield all gave majorities Tuesday
in the Republican column from President down to coroner.

Their Modest Request
The following request has been sent to the Village Board of
Birmingham
“Believing that the opening of a saloon next door to Library
Hall will be a damage to our property and a menace to the
morals and safety of our young people we, the Officers of
the Library Society, do respectfully ask your honorable
body to do all in your power to protect us from this threatened danger.” (signed) Board of Directors

November 8, 1901
An ad offered “Boys Reefers for Five Dollars” [they appear
to be some sort of trouser, editor.]

October 7, 1898
Alfred Chatfield, youngest son of Ira J. Chatfield returned to
Birmingham last Tuesday. Mr. Chatfield left this place May
17, 1897, enlisted in the U. S. Army and was assigned to
duty with the 9th infantry, Co. A. then stationed in Arizona.
He saw considerable active service on the frontier and engaged in several minor skirmishes with the famous Apache
Indian Geromino (sic) and the Apache Kid.

November 1, 1888
Wanted: A competent girl for general house work. Wages
$2.50 per week. Mrs. E.C. Poppleton
The Birmingham Tack factory has fourteen men on its pay
roll and every evidence of increasing the number from day
to day. The croakers are already beginning to say “I told
you so!” What’s the use of that when we all know they predicted its downfall in less than two weeks. The best of it is
the boys get every dollar of their pay on Saturday afternoon, too.
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The Craig Log Cabin
Befitting its more humble beginnings, the Craig Log Cabin recently
made its move to the Bowers Farm,
quietly witnessed by several Craig
family descendents and Society members. A few startled motorists
watched as it crossed their path on
Telegraph at only slightly less than
the 25MPH speed limit, accompanied by the flashing lights of Township and Bloomfield Hills police
cars.
It rests now in a temporary (as of this
writing) position a few inches above its permanent concrete and fieldstone foundation. It’s not far from the root
cellar, on a higher piece of ground than the Barton Farmhouse, awaiting a few replacement logs and a more attractive, yet still temporary roof.
To get the Cabin to its new
home required a great deal of
community cooperation as it,
too, was destined for imminent destruction. Its former
site is now a gently rolling
grassy acre-and-a-half that
shows little trace of the Log Cabin or the 1980’s two-story home
attached to it. Thirteen pages of detailed architectural drawings were necessary to document
the Cabin as it stood, what it would take to prepare it for winter and design its ultimate location.

The things you find underground…
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Michael Carmichael
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While removing the last of the 1980’s house
attached to the Craig Log Cabin, contractor
Joe Bruz uncovered what we believe was the
pump-house that was built when indoor
plumbing was introduced to the Log Cabin
in the 1930’s. A cement block room about
five feet square some six to eight feet
underground, it housed an old pump,
plumbing and electrical connections.
The pump was too heavy to lift and so was removed to
recycle, but we have retained the old fuse box which will
eventually join a 1920’s magazine, a blue marble and other
artifacts found when the Cabin was moved from its original
site.

MISSION STATEMENT
The Bloomfield Historical Society is dedicated to fostering an appreciation of the rich history of the Bloomfield area by identifying, promoting and conserving our heritage. We encourage research to educate and engage all generations.

www.bloomfieldhistoricalsociety.org
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