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Bloomfield 

Connections 
We’ve said it before and we’ll say it 
again. The more we learn about the 
history of the Bloomfield area the 
more we find — and then we ask 
you, Dear Reader, to help us find 
even more. 

That’s exactly what Ann Steiner did 
when she emailed  
info@bloomfieldhistoricalsociety.org. 

It’s pretty easy to find out more 
about the people who built or lived 
in the estate homes of Bloomfield. 
Their names often show up in Dau’s 
Blue Book or The Social Secretary of 
Detroit. Once telephones became 
popular, in addition to the owner’s 
name we might even see an 
additional listing for “housekeeper” 
(no name, of course) or 
“stablemaster” (again, no name.) 

Well now, thanks to Ann, we get to 
know one of the families who made 
those multi-acre properties work. 

Ann’s grandfather worked for 
Priscilla (Pat) and Louis Morse, who 
bought Overbrook from the 
Robinsons (see Legacy Spring 2017) 
in 1941 and lived there until 1955 
when they downsized from their 10 
acres. He was a metal plating 
executive and they were famous for 
giving parties for 25 of their friends 
each Sunday that featured quoits, 
tennis and where guests would 
“bicycle a bit” according to a 1941 
article in the Detroit Free Press. “They 
always have a buffet supper.” 

How about you? Have a story or two 
about Bloomfield ancestors — 
whether they lived in the Big House 
or in a gardener’s cottage — or just 
an early subdivision home built by 
Bill Pulte.  

We’d love to hear your story — and 
share it if you’d like. 

   mfc 

Overbrook Revisited 
We recently got an email from a reader who was inspired to tell us more about Overbrook after 
she read about it in last Spring’s Legacy. She, too, remembered visiting grandparents there. 
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INSIDE 
info@...  

Did Pulte Homes 
really begin in 
Bloomfield? 
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Society member John Marshall tackles questions you asked 

Did Pulte Homes really begin in Bloomfield? 

Much has been written about builder William J. Pulte between his retirement in 2010 and his recent death in March 
2018. He had been a resident of Bloomfield Hills since 1956, and actually developed his very successful business model 
here in Bloomfield Township. After building his first home near Detroit City Airport immediately upon graduation from 
high school, he tried his hand for a couple of years at building a few high end custom homes. He then came up with the 
concept of building large numbers of homes in subdivisions from a limited set of standard plans that could be readily 
reproduced. 

The first of these subdivisions was Concord Green in 1960. It 
contains 49 homes and is located in the south east corner of 
Eastways Rd. and Square Lake Rd. just to the west of the 
International Academy High School. I first learned of Pulte Homes 
when we bought our home in Nantucket Green, along Adams Rd. 
near Harlan Elementary School, in 1975. We were directed to it by 
my best friend from college days. It was the mirror image of his 
home in Pulte’s Bennington Green at Franklin Rd. and Long Lake 
Rd. near the Kirk in the Hills . You will notice a similarity among 
the three names mentioned above – they all contain the word 
“Green”. 

Other Early Pulte Subdivisions – Between building Concord Green in 1960 and Nantucket Green and Bennington 
Green in 1965, Wm. J. Pulte, Inc. constructed three subdivisions in the nearby Village of Beverly Hills along 14 Mile 
Road: Greenwich Green, Metamora Green, and Georgetown Green. Then Pulte moved into West Bloomfield Township 
building the large Potomac Green between 1966 – 1969, followed later by Potomac Village and Fox Run Green in the 
1970s. Counting all of the developments in Bloomfield, Southfield and West Bloomfield Townships Wm. J. Pulte Inc. 
built about 1,550 homes. 

Nantucket Green Subdivisions – A closer look at Nantucket Green will provide information on a typical Pulte 
subdivision. During just 18 months in 1965-6 one hundred and seven homes were built on three parcels that had 
previously been large 10- to 15-acre estates. Two of the original (ca. 1920) estate houses were saved and hold a special place 
among the Pulte homes. There were five basic house plans ranging in size from 2,000 to 2,675 sq. ft. They were priced 
from $33,950 to 37,950. Each lot was between one-third and one-half an acre. Although there were only five basic floor 
plans, some houses were built with mirror image floor plans. In addition there were several exterior finishing plans (14 for 
the model we bought) so that each house appears to be unique. When we became the second owner of our house in 1975, 
we paid $77,000 – twice what it originally sold for. Now it could probably be sold for well over 10 times its original cost. 

Mr. Pulte was very generous to me when, on 3 or 4 occasions, I contacted him requesting information on the development 
of the Nantucket Green subdivision. He described the process by which he terraced the hill on the west side of the 

(Continued on page 4) 

Typical Pulte Four 
Bedroom Colonial  Floor 

Plan –1960s  
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(Overbrook continued from page 1) 

 John S. Coppin (rediscovered) 
Have you ever wondered about this painting which hangs on the back 
wall of the Local History Room of the Bloomfield Township Public 
Library? It depicts a mode of transportation used by many westward-
bound pioneers. Our April Local History/Local Resources program 
about the book The Detroit Public Library: An American Classic by  
Barbara Madgy Cohn caused us to take a closer look. On the third 
floor of the DPL is a story-high triptych called Man and Transportation.  
These two transportation-themed paintings are the work of artist  
John S. Coppin. 

Coppin, known for his 
portraits, painted several 
Governors of Michigan which 
hang in the Capitol in Lansing 
— including Bloomfield’s 
George Romney. For 40 years 
he also painted the covers for 
Motor News, the magazine of the 
Michigan AAA.  
Other works hang in museums across the country and internationally, including the 
Smithsonian in Washington and the National History Museum in Denmark. 

A Bloomfield resident 
For many years Coppin was a resident of Bloomfield Township, where he lived on Echo Road in a 1920s 
barn that was once part of “Junipers,” the Newcomb estate. He remodeled the barn into his home and 
studio. 
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In Memoriam 

Local history lost a longtime friend 
recently. Joan Case served on the Society 
Board almost since our founding, 
sharing her knowledge of Bloomfield 
history. She had a unique perspective on 
our history as the wife of Ron Case who 
is a descendent of several of Bloomfield’s 
original settlers. For many years Joan 
worked in the Bloomfield Township 
offices, which added to her 
understanding of Bloomfield. During 
that time she gained a deep appreciation 
for our past while assisting Kay Smith in 
preparing the manuscript of Bloomfield 
Blossoms. 
Joan will be missed by all of us. 
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The Bloomfield Historical 
Society is dedicated to  
fostering an appreciation of 
the rich history of the  
Bloomfield area by  
identifying, promoting and  
conserving our heritage.  
We encourage research to  
educate and engage all  
generations. 

Legacy is published by the  
Bloomfield Historical Society, a 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization 
1099 Lone Pine Road 
Bloomfield Township MI 48302  

Michael Carmichael, Editor 
Contributors: John Marshall, 
Ann Steiner 

Compliments of  
Macomb Duplicating 
www.bloomfieldhistoricalsociety.org 
info@bloomfieldhistoricalsociety.org 

© 2018 Bloomfield Historical Society 

 
1818 — Celebrating 200 Years — 2018 

 
A small group of local historians from throughout 
Oakland County — including several members of our 
Society — is working on a community celebration.  

In October 1818 (200 years ago) a group of Detroiters set out to 
explore “the wilderness.” They followed Native American pathways 
out of Detroit — first going North on the Saginaw Trail (aka 
Woodward) then veering Northwest and connecting to another 
path along the shore of a lake they named Wing in honor of one of 
the group. 

Their expedition provided the first creditable glimpse into what 
lay in the Interior of the Territory of Michigan.  

The expedition marks the opening event of the settlement of 
Bloomfield that would soon follow. 

Stay tuned for the details. 

subdivision and transported the excavated sand and gravel across the Rouge River to the 
west side of the subdivision where it was used to build up the flood plain there. 

When we bought our house I was impressed that 
there was a 6” by 4” metal plate embedded in the 
sidewalk at the front door identifying the builder 
and the date built (1965). I saved the plate after I 
replaced the concrete walk with one made of bricks. 

 

Bowers School Farm Connection – Early in 1967. Pulte purchased 47 acres at Squirrel 
Rd. and Square Lake Rd., the area that is now used for the community gardens at Bowers 
School Farm. When I questioned him about this property, he told me that his assessment 
of the cost to develop the parcel for residential building was prohibitive, so he sold the 
land to the Bloomfield Hills Schools. The School district at that time was running into 
opposition from neighbors because they wanted to use property they owned on Lahser Rd. 
for a second high school. The issue with the neighbors was resolved and Lahser High 
School opened successfully The school district then decided to operate an educational 
farm on the land. It has served this purpose for 50 years. 

Growth – By the mid-1990s Wm. J. Pulte Inc. had become the nation’s largest builder of 
homes. Today it is still number three in the United States having delivered 600,000 homes 
since William Pulte built his first bungalow in 1950. 

(Info@ Continued from page 2) 

Note: 
John Marshall is contributing a series of articles and video vignettes to the 
Bloomfield Township eNewsletter. Titled “History Next Door” they tell the 
story of interesting Bloomfield historic homes. Currently you can find the 
collection on the Township website. The Society will be archiving them all on 
our website in the near future.  


