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Program Series

SUNDAY
October 7
3:00—4:30 PM
Open to the public at no charge

Sponsored jointly by

Bloomfield Historical Society

Community Room
1099 Lone Pine Road
Bloomfield Township MI 48302

Questions? contact the Library:
248.642.5800 or www.btpl.org

info@bloomfieldhistoricalsociety.org www.bloomfieldhsitoricalsociety.org

199 years and 11 months ago a group of prominent Detroiters, inspired
by Michigan Territorial Governor Lewis Cass, decided to see for themselves if the
land that would become Oakland County was really the “Interminable Swamp”
earlier surveyors said it was.

They formed an Expedition into the Interior, mounted their horses and
followed a Native American path called the Saginaw Trail (we call it Woodward
Avenue now) until they got to about 13 Mile Road — when they headed
northwesterly toward the first of a series of lakes.

“As we knew of no names that they had hitherto received, we thought
it expedient to give them some, and designated most of those we saw
by the names of the explorers.”

That’s how Wing, Cass and Elizabeth lakes got their names. Nine others did as well
and their story along with the rest of the Expedition — as told in the
November 13, 1818 Detroit Gazette — will be the subject of a multimedia
presentation led by four of our local historians.
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