Bloomfield

Editor’s Note
You may remember that in our
last issue we asked you for some
family stories.
One response we got was from Al
Stephens who asked if we knew
about his grandfather, Alfred F.
Stephens. He said we should —
and he was right. Some of his
story is on the right.
Sometimes finding out about an
early Bloomfield family leads us
to rather obscure places. Katie
Kiyo, writing about her favorite
subjects — architects and houses —
convinced a librarian at UM to
scan and email her an article
from a 1926 issue of Concre te for
her research.
One hundred years ago the local
“hot topic” was time. That led
your Legacy editor to try and
figure out what time it was back
then.
It turns out there are two 1915
BEV maps at Township Hall.
Info@ writes about one on Page 2
but the other will be the focus of
our next Local History/Local
Resources program.
Uncovering local history for the
past 10 years has convinced us
that many descendants of
Bloomfield families are still
around — either in person
(Al Stephens) or finding us on
the Web.
How about you? Was your greatgrandfather a mover in the
fledgling auto industry or did
your grandparents grow apples to
feed the family with a little left
over? Drop us an email and let us
know. Your story could be our
next guest column.
Good news!
Our entire website is now
searchable — including all past
issues of Le gacy !
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t took until the 28 of May, 1949, but the mortgage on Bloomfield
Village was finally paid off.
Not the mortgage on a h om e in Bloomfield Village but a mortgage on
Bloom field V illa ge itself. The final check was for $413.65 and was payable to:
Mrs. Alfred F. Stephens.
This is part of the story behind that check.
Le ga cy sat down with Al Stephens, who shared some of his
family stories. He said, “My grandfather, Alfred F. Stephens,
was born on a dairy farm in Southfield in 1869 and later in
life moved to Bloomfield where he built Coventry Crest.
“My family line came out of England: grandmother’s family
from Coventry and grandfather’s from Southampton. They
had come to America early and were two of the founding
families of Southampton, Long Island. There was a
community there of 15 families who lived there until the
1820s. When the Erie Canal was complete they came here.
Several of the families ended up at 10 Mile and Lahser.
“Grandpa was 30 in 1899 when he went to work for Detroit
Creamery. In 1908, he started the Arctic Ice Cream
Company in a plant he built at Grand River and Trumbull.

Albert Foster Stephens
1869—1947

(Continued on page 3)

Alfred and Zillah Stephens in Bloomfield: the story of Coventry Crest
Traveling north on Woodward, just past Opdyke, you will note a long, low
stone wall – the last remnants of Stonycroft, which became Stinchfield Acres.
On the hilltop, behind the wall and with a commanding view of the area, is a
white stucco house built for Albert and Zillah (Perkins) Stephens.
Sitting on nearly four acres, it was once
called Coventry Crest, after Zillah’s
grandfather’s home town in England.
At the time of construction in 1927 it
had a marble wall of refrigerators, its
own fueling station, a greenhouse, and
even a cement pond for fishing. Tile
work throughout was produced by
Pewabic Pottery of Detroit.
(Continued on page 4)
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info@ answers

Society Member John Marshall tackles questions you ask.

Photo by L. Trinkaus

What’s the story of the painting in the Township Clerk’s lobby?
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It’s a watercolor, about 48 inches long by 32 inches tall. A
brass tag reads “Bloomfield Estates”. What’s its background?
Bloom field Es
ta te sis a 350 acre subdivision platted in 1914 by
Judson Bradway. Its 137 residential building lots are almost
all in the Township, except for Lots No. 1 - 3 which are in
Bloomfield Hills.
The painting is commonly called a “bird’s eye view (BEV) or
panoramic map. When you stand in front of it, it’s as if you
were in a balloon several hundred feet above Lone Pine
Road just west of where it hits Woodward Avenue looking
due east toward Troy.



Woodward Ave. is most prominent in the foreground
running from lower left to upper right.



Kensington Rd. runs parallel to Woodward in the
upper left area of the view.



Wattles Road.is on the left, running off into distant
Troy



On the right edge is Quarton Rd. as it intersects with
Woodward Ave. (Note that at the time of this painting
Quarton did not continue through Woodward as Big
Beaver Rd. which is barely visible near the horizon
ending at Kensington Rd.



The other prominent road is Chesterfield / Charing
Cross drawn from the lower right hand corner running
diagonally as it crosses Woodward
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The painting shows the Bloomfield Estates subdivision, not as it
actually was in 1915, but how Bradway envisioned it to be after
he completed the infrastructure of roads, and landscaping.
Woodward (Saginaw Trail), Kensington (Ball Line) Rd. and
Charing Cross (The Angling) Rd. were existing roads through
the area that had been in place since the 1830s, or before.
The painting appears to have been made
in 1915. It’s signed by the artist W. E.
Bryan of Akron, OH. We believe that
Bradway hired Bryan to produce this
painting to market his new subdivision.
Detail

So, who was Judson Bradway (1882 –1965)?
Mr. Bradway was the most active real estate
developer in Bloomfield Township between
1912 and 1929, platting and developing a
dozen subdivisions. He was a graduate of
Birmingham High School and attended the
University of Michigan for a couple of years
before getting a law degree and starting his
long career in real estate in 1902.
Coming Soon!
((Th e re willb e m uch m ore on th ism apa nd itsm a ny inte re s
ting de ta ilson our
we b s
ite . Y ou’lls
oon b e a b le to m ove yourb a lloon e ve n clos
e rto s
e e th em in
gre a te rde ta il.)
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“Arctic grew and grew and grew. The family story was that my grandfather invented
the refrigerator but that wasn’t the case at all.”
The Arctic Company formed the Nizer Laboratories of Detroit in 1919. Back in those days
all wholesale ice cream was delivered in wagons refrigerated by ice and salt and Arctic had
some 40 horse-drawn or motor-truck delivery routes. The deliveryman not only delivered
the ice cream, but he had to leave enough ice and salt in the ice cream cabinet to
refrigerate it until the next delivery. Nizer did a lot of research on keeping ice cream pure
as well as on mechanical refrigeration. By 1923 Nizer had became one of the first
companies to be selling electric ice cream cabinets to the ice cream industry all over the United States.
“It was ground-breaking,” Al Stephens continued..
“It was [almost] front page news in the New York Times in 1925 when Nizer was sold to Kelvinator for $20,000,000 [about
$275 million today]. My grandfather made personally over a million dollars in that transaction [about $14 million today.]
“At some point he decided to invest some of his money in real estate and got together with the younger Judson Bradway.
Men like Judson Bradway and my grandfather made millions of dollars in the 20’s. One of the investments they made
together was most of the land between Maple and Quarton and from Lahser nearly all the way to Birmingham. It became
Bloomfield Village.
“My grandfather held the mortgage on the land and Bradway was to pay it off as he sold building lots.
“Business was great… until… Enter the Depression. You either lost everything overnight or close to it. It was very
humbling. Judson Bradway took a whupping.
“I can distinctly remember my father telling me that the Village property was being sold for 10-cents on the dollar.”
In his May 1949 letter to Zillah Stephens that accompanied the final mortgage payment, Bradway
wrote that, “We still find that we must sell lots for approximately one-half what we sold them for
twenty-three years ago but we are extremely thankful that we are now able to sell a lot occasionally
after carrying them and paying taxes and maintenance for all those years…. In all my
multitudinous transactions with businessmen, I have never had any business relationship with a
finer man in every respect than Mr. Stephens… he was patient with me in a time of trouble… he
was very kind, courteous, and unselfish.”

Alfred F. and Zillah Steph ens

“May you live in interesting times.”
In 1915 Bloomfield the times may have been interesting but, depending on where you were, it was almost impossible to tell what

the time was.
Bloomfield, the village of Birmingham and Bloomfield Center were in the middle of a controversy that started in September of 1885
when the state of Michigan officially adopted Central Time. Local regions such as ours were still relying on sun time based on when
the sun was directly overhead at noon on June 21. Detroit was our city and what Detroit did mattered. By 1900 Detroit’s City Council
pushed their clocks back 28 minutes to accommodate Central time; that lasted but a short time and the city reverted to local sun time.
In 1905 the city rejoined Central.
Th e Ecce ntric (still on central time) issue of May 21, 1915 exemplifies the confusion:
 Did you get up early enough to see the big white frost? We did. Central time.
 Our city dads have just got to settle the time for Birmingham…. are we going to adopt eastern standard time or not? With Detroit
on one side enthusiastic over more daylight and Pontiac on the other having the same fit, it looks to us that we can all adopt it.
 Hush Little Birmingham –don’t you cry


you will get some time – bye and bye!

Both Birmingham banks are now operating under eastern standard time, which is one hour faster than central standard time and
beats sun time by 30 minutes.
Finally, a bulletin – s
tillin th e Ma y 21 is
s
ue :
“We have it! We have it! We now have eastern standard time fully and legally endorsed by our Village Board. This is the very
latest and authentic news… Birmingham will be right up-to-date and have more daylight and eastern time the same as our
neighboring cities.”
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Coventry Crest was an imposing, yet friendly family home for the couple and
their two children.
Two dramatic events in Alfred’s life
influenced his unusual choice of construction
material: In 1919 the stable housing Arctic Ice
Cream delivery horses burned and he lost 60
of the animals. And, in June of 1924, as plans
were being made for his new home, his
factory in Grand Ledge burned almost to the
ground.
As a result, Stephens sought out Alva M. Hull, president and architect, and Elijah
H. Owen, engineer, of Detroit’s Hul-lo-wen Fireproof Everlasting Homes Co. to
build his new 20-room Bloomfield residence. Royal L. Smith was in the field in
charge of constructing this “permanent,
unburnable” building.
A pressed steel framework was the basis for
the system, which used concrete liberally,
together with steel windows and door
frames, window trim, floor joists and builtin fixtures and furniture. The roof, too, was
framed with pressed steel sections and
covered with concrete roof tile. This new
style of construction allowed Stevens to
scrap his original plans for traditional
building methods where he had planned
to spend a considerable sum to install
his own special tank and water system
for fire protection.
Today, Coventry Crest remains a true jewel
in our community. Re-dressed, yet still incredibly
beautiful, it is home to the administrative offices of
Roeper School where it is known as Hill House.

Katie Kiyo

Michael Carmichael, Editor
Contributors: John Marshall
Katie Kiyo. Several photos are
from the Stephens family.
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