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Figure 1: 1475 Lone Pine, Bloomfield Township, MI (C. Talley, 2021). 

 

HAROLD TURNER-DESIGNED HOUSES IN MICHIGAN 
 

Architectural and Historical  

Thematic Intensive Survey Report 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

Cassandra M. Talley 

M.S. in Historic Preservation candidate 

 Eastern Michigan University 

Ypsilanti, Michigan 

 

April 26, 2021 

 

  



2 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

Harold Turner-Designed Houses in Michigan ................................................................................ 1 

Acknowledgments........................................................................................................................... 4 

Section I: Overview and Results Summary .................................................................................... 5 

 ..................................................................................................................................................... 5 

Introduction ................................................................................................................................. 6 

Executive Summary .................................................................................................................... 6 

Survey Maps ............................................................................................................................ 7 

Inventory Forms ...................................................................................................................... 7 

Survey Origins, Project Objectives and Goals, and Methodology .............................................. 8 

Survey Origins ......................................................................................................................... 8 

Project Objectives & Goals ..................................................................................................... 8 

Survey Methodology ............................................................................................................... 8 

Descriptive and Historic Overview of the Surveyed Municipalities ........................................ 12 

Bloomfield Township ............................................................................................................ 12 

Grand Blanc Township .......................................................................................................... 13 

Southfield............................................................................................................................... 13 

Alto ........................................................................................................................................ 14 

Data Location ............................................................................................................................ 23 

Evaluation Results Summary .................................................................................................... 25 

Planning Needs and Recommendations .................................................................................... 26 

Preservation Issues and Threats ................................................................................................ 33 

Section II: Historical Contexts and Narratives ............................................................................. 34 

Historic Contexts ....................................................................................................................... 35 

1892 to 1936: Harold P. Turner—Early Life ........................................................................ 35 

1937 to 1944: Harold Turner, Frank Lloyd Wright, and Organic Architecture .................... 39 

1945 to 1960: Harold Turner in Michigan and Organic Homes, Inc. ................................... 49 

1960 to 1974: Later Life ........................................................................................................ 56 

Characteristics of Harold Turner’s Designs .............................................................................. 59 

Section III: Survey Data................................................................................................................ 65 

Appendix A: Table of Houses Designed by Harold Turner ...................................................... 66 

Appendix B: Table of Houses Built By Harold Turner ................................................................ 69 



3 

 

Appendix C: Table of Interior Spaces Designed By Harold Turner ............................................. 71 

Appendix D: Undetermined Houses ............................................................................................. 72 

Appendix E: Columbia Avery Archive Correspondence List ...................................................... 73 

Appendix F: Bibliography ............................................................................................................ 77 

Appendix G: Inventory Forms ...................................................................................................... 80 

 

  



4 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

 

This survey would have been nearly impossible without the early and frequent help from Harold 

Turner’s daughter Donna Juras. Mrs. Juras shared important information about her father, his 

work, and helped to verify some of the addresses from her personal archive of materials. Mrs. Juras 

was unfailingly gracious and answered so many of my questions—filling in information that could 

not be found in any archive and thus helping to save the legacy of her father and his remarkable 

work—and I am in her debt. Many of the photos and drawings included here are from her personal 

collection and would have been impossible to include without her assistance.  

 

Local historian John Marshall was a critical early resource. Beyond being one of the most helpful 

and dedicated researchers in southeast Michigan, he provided early research assistance and pointed 

me in the right direction in terms of archival resources in Bloomfield Hills and Bloomfield 

Township. Mr. Marshall was generous with his time and with the fruits of his own research—

especially on the history of the Devon Gables restaurant—and I cannot thank him enough.   

 

The author would also like to thank the following advisors, homeowners, and community members 

who were unfailingly gracious and willing to give their time and advice. I was generously offered 

entry, coffee, and hospitality in many Turner-designed homes at a time when a global pandemic 

made these kinds of gestures especially valued and appreciated—I am so thankful for the assistance 

and warm welcome I received.  

 

Donna Juras 

Dr. Dan Bonenberger 

John Marshall 

Mr. and Mrs. Choi 

Deborah Wahl 

Janice and Rex Rosenhaus 

Robin Milburn 

Rebecca Burr 

Jodene Blair 

Todd Walsh 

Katie Kolokithas 

Effie Steele 

Marta Kwiatek-Collins 

Tim McLaughlin 

Dave Cooper 

Dorothy Krafsur 

Diane Schroeder  

Jim Haefner 

Dr. Susan J. Bandes  

John Sergeant 

Pamela VanderPloeg 

Leslie Edwards 



5 

 

Figure 2: 29997 Briarbank Court, Southfield, MI (D. Schroeder, 2021). 
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Introduction 
 

This survey was conceived and executed by Cassandra Talley as a part of an independent study 

and final project in partial fulfillment of the requirements for a M.S. in Historic Preservation from 

Eastern Michigan University. The primary goal in conducting this survey was to identify, 

document, and research Harold Turner and the homes he designed. The survey was conducted 

from January of 2021 through April of 2021 although archival research began in November of 

2020. The work encompassed several general categories: archival research, intensive survey in the 

field, evaluation of the properties, and preparation of this intensive survey report. The boundaries 

of the survey are non-contiguous because the sites are scattered throughout the state of Michigan, 

however, there are noted clusters of homes which are marked on maps. 

 

The purpose of this survey is to gather together as much archival information about Harold Turner 

and the homes he built together in one document and to connect that history to the relevant historic 

contexts identified herein. No commercial or civic buildings were discovered during the survey, 

and thus, all surveyed resources are single family residences. There are gaps in the history, and 

where these are readily apparent, they have been duly noted in the text. This survey is intensive in 

nature, but it is not definitive and some areas—also noted in the text—are ripe for future research. 

These future research suggestions are outlined in the “Recommendations” portion of the report. 

The primary goal in conducting this survey was to identify, document, and research Turner and 

the homes Turner designed.  

 

Executive Summary 
 

This survey report documents an intensive, thematic architectural survey that was conducted in the 

spring of 2021 to identify and document all known Harold Turner-designed houses in Michigan. 

The first phase of the project encompassed significant research into Harold Turner’s life that was 

needed both to find and locate all Harold Turner-designed houses in Michigan as well as to 

ascertain the architectural and historic significance of each property identified. In the process, 

several non-Michigan Turner-designed homes were identified, and they are included here in an 

abbreviated fashion.  

 

This report provides in-depth research into Harold Turner’s life and work as well as research into 

each building included in the survey.  In an effort to pull all the primary source information into 

one place, a relatively detailed history of Harold Turner’s life is included here. The report also 

includes historical contexts to better situate the properties within the broader history along with 

National Register of Historic Places eligibility determinations for each property included herein.  

 

The recommendation section contains three primary recommendations: National Register 

nominations for all eligible-Harold Turner designed houses to increase visibility and recognition, 

which also includes two proposed districts; local preservation planning and advocacy to implement 

local historic districts or conservation overlays; and cataloging and preserving the archival material 

related to Harold Turner and his work. Finally, several houses are recommended for further study.  
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In total twenty properties were surveyed in Michigan at the intensive level. There were two 

properties (located outside of Michigan) that were documented but not researched or surveyed in 

person due to their distance from Michigan and due to the Covid 19 pandemic. The twenty 

properties surveyed included approximately 30.24 acres of land surveyed, in total.  

 

Survey Maps 

 

Survey maps identify the location of each Harold Turner-designed property along with other 

properties affiliated with Turner. Because this is an intensive, thematic survey there is not a district 

map per se. Instead, each property is documented on a map of the municipality where it is 

located—one overview map for Bloomfield Township plus four maps detailing each “cluster,” one 

map for Southfield, one map for Grand Blanc, and one map for Alto, Michigan. Finally, there are 

also two maps provided for the two recommended historic districts.  

 

Inventory Forms 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties Identification Forms were completed for each Michigan 

property, and these are included in Appendix G at the end of the survey report.  Determinations of 

eligibility are included on each form. For those properties that were identified outside of Michigan, 

no inventory forms are provided here, however, these properties are briefly described in the survey 

report.  
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Survey Origins, Project Objectives and Goals, and Methodology 
 

As this was a project undertaken and completed in furtherance of a M.S. degree in Historic 

Preservation, the survey activities were supervised by Dr. Dan Bonenberger. Dr. Bonenberger 

provided early guidance as did the Michigan State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) staff, 

specifically, Todd Walsh and Katie Kolokithas. Dr. Bonenberger, Todd, and Katie provided crucial 

advice regarding the structure of the report and the specific contexts to be explored. Before the 

final version was tendered to the EMU Archives and to the SHPO, the forms were reviewed, and 

the report was edited by Dr. Bonenberger.  

 

Survey Origins 

 

This project was inspired by the complete lack of secondary sources and publicly available 

information about Harold Turner. There are no books, no websites, no academic articles about 

him, despite the outstanding architecture he produced. After reviewing much of the literature on 

Frank Lloyd Wright’s homes (the ones Turner built were a particular focus) the information 

gleaned on Turner was minimal. This was puzzling. Prior to 1937, his life was a mystery—one 

Wright scholar said Turner was “itinerant” and a “perfectionist” and that is nearly the extent of the 

background information on Turner gleaned in Wright scholarship. However, with many 

remarkable Turner-designed homes in Michigan, a further study seemed warranted. This project 

was conceived to help fill this gap in the historic record.  

 

Project Objectives & Goals  

 

After consulting the National Register of Historic Places, the State of Michigan’s Historic 

Preservation Office, and local municipal offices it was determined that no previous surveys of 

Harold Turner’s work had been conducted. Further, none of the properties included in this survey 

have been nominated to the National Register of Historic Places. This project attempts to survey 

all the known Harold Turner houses, research and document them, and provide a narrative 

framework for an eventual National Register of Historic Places nomination, future planning work, 

and, perhaps most importantly, serve as a catalyst to collect and preserve the fragile documents, 

drawings, oral histories, and other ephemeral resources that were consulted. Identifying potential 

historic districts and potential threats to these resources is also a primary goal.  

 

Survey Methodology 

 

Because there is no consolidated, centralized archival holding of Harold Turner’s work nor any 

dedicated secondary sources of information about him, the first task of this survey was to identify 

as many Harold Turner-designed properties as possible. A working list of Turner-designed 

properties was generated based upon a thorough scouring of the internet; consultation with Harold 

Turner’s daughter, Donna Juras; discussions with many owners of Harold Turner-designed homes; 

and discussions with other scholars and researchers. Despite all the effort that went into identifying 
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these properties, due to the nature of the scattered archival sources and, in the absence of Harold 

Turner’s complete records, it is likely that the list included here is not exhaustive.  

 

Extensive research was done on Harold Turner’s life, on each house Turner designed, the homes 

Turner built for Frank Lloyd Wright, Frank Lloyd Wright and his builders, and the architectural 

trends and styles popular during the years Turner was at work. All of this information was then 

synthesized to analyze the buildings, provide the necessary historic contexts, and make 

recommendations for eligibility for the National Register, preservation plans, and potential historic 

districts.  

 

Because of the challenges of terrain and landscape encountered during the survey, and lacking 

permission to enter most homeowner’s property, many of the photographs gathered during the 

onsite survey were obscured—some almost completely so. Thus, some photographs included here 

were gathered from realtor’s webpages and Google Earth images to better showcase the unique 

features of these homes. Because these images are used for an academic purpose with no intention 

to publish or profit off the images, the use of these photographs falls under the fair use doctrine 

which is well established in American copyright law. The source of each photograph is noted in 

the caption below each image. Historic photos from Mrs. Juras’s collection and from the collection 

of several homeowners are also included and are denoted in the captions, naming the source.  

 

Work Plan 

 

There were three basic phases in this survey: The research phase, the survey fieldwork, and the 

writing of the report. Initially, thorough research was conducted to understand Turner’s life which 

informed the historic contexts and helped guide the author where to look for potential Turner-

designed houses. The second phase involved surveying each house. This took place over three 

separate periods. The first survey took place on February 20 and included all the houses in 

Bloomfield Township and Southfield. The second survey took place on February 21, which 

included the houses in Grand Blanc, and the final survey took place on April 9th to inspect the 

house in Alto, Michigan. The final phase involved collating the data found during the first two 

phases and synthesizing into this survey report. Some archival research was still ongoing during 

the second and third phases. Fieldwork was conducted by the author as was the architectural and 

historic research (with early research contributions by John Marshall).  

 

Sources 

 

Sources consulted included Ancestry.com, birth and death records, marriage and divorce records, 

social security records, immigration records, ship manifests, historic maps, tax assessment rolls, 

Federal and state census data, in person inspection, Polk directories and other city directories, 

newspaper archives, oral interviews with Mrs. Juras and many current homeowners, historic 

drawings, historic photographs, books on Frank Lloyd Wright, the Columbia Avery Archive’s 

correspondence list,  yearbooks, historic plat maps, historic aerial photography, grave and burial 

records, and military records, among others (see Appendix F).  
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Architectural and Historic Research 

 

Authoritative texts on Frank Lloyd Wright were consulted to provide context to Turner’s time 

spent working with him. Noted Frank Lloyd Wright scholars were sought out for their expertise. 

Professor Susan Bandes from Michigan State University provided information about a potential 

Harold Turner-designed house in Lansing. Pre-eminent architectural historian and Frank Lloyd 

Wright scholar John Sergeant was applied to for information as he had interviewed Turner back in 

1973; however, Sergeant was long-retired and stated he suffered from memory loss—his only 

recollection from the interview with Turner was that Turner himself had suffered a stroke shortly 

before the interview and, because of it, provided somewhat limited information about his career 

with Wright.  

 

Some of the Turner homeowners have extensive archival materials and thus validating the build 

date was relatively easy. For other houses there is almost no archival materials available at all and 

thus the build dates recorded by the assessor have been crossed referenced with limited, historic 

aerial images and other data to provide a build date. Where a build date is uncertain or estimated 

it is noted as such in the text. Finally, there is one house included in the survey that is likely Turner-

designed but conclusive proof is missing—in this case the proof used to make this judgment is 

discussed. Any mistakes made in this regard are solely the fault of the author. This survey is meant 

to provide as much information as is feasible in one academic semester but, ultimately, some 

information is either permanently lost to time or will require further research and inquiries with 

successive owners to access and evaluate any additional information, if available.   

 

Evaluation of Houses 

 

All houses included in the survey were visually inspected during the survey fieldwork portion of 

the project. Many current homeowners gave the author permission to walk on their property to 

obtain survey photographs, but many others did not respond to the survey notice letter. Because 

so many houses were located behind gates, trees, and dense shrubbery, Google Earth, Google 

Street view, and assessor’s records were also consulted to complete the survey work. Moreover, 

the weekend selected for the survey (and published via letter to each homeowner beforehand) 

ended up falling directly after a very heavy snowfall so many of the resources are fully blanketed 

in snow in the survey photographs. Because of this, additional photos of the houses (gleaned from 

internet searches, current owners, and other sources) are provided throughout the text of this report. 

 

After the fieldwork was concluded, all the pertinent data was evaluated to determine which 

resources would be considered as eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 

This evaluation was conducted in accordance with the National Register’s Criteria for Evaluation 

and Criteria Considerations along with the seven aspects of integrity.  

 

The Survey Report and Future Uses 
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This survey report lays out the history and pertinent historic contexts to enable current and future 

researchers to better understand the architecture Harold Turner produced. This is not meant to be 

a definitive history, but rather to provide a springboard for future research and planning efforts 

and the author fully expects that this report will require updating at some future time when more 

information is obtained. No formal public outreach was conducted; however, all current Harold 

Turner homeowners were applied to for their assistance in completing this project. Many 

responded and provided very valuable information.  
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Descriptive and Historic Overview of the Surveyed Municipalities  
 

Due to the thematic nature of this survey and because small portions of so many municipalities 

were surveyed, brief historic overviews of Bloomfield Township, Southfield, Grand Blanc, and 

Alto, Michigan are provided here. Note that brief topographic and general landscape descriptions 

for each area surveyed are provided in the “Description of Methodology—Boundary Descriptions” 

section. General historic overviews and settlement patterns are provided here for each area 

surveyed.  

 

Bloomfield Township 

 

Bloomfield Township in Oakland County has a population of 41,070 at the last federal census and 

is located approximately twenty miles north of Detroit. This land was originally occupied by the 

People of the Three Fires (Ottawa, Potawatomi and Ojibway) Native Americans. 1  The first 

European settler, Judge Amasa Bagley, settled in the area and called it Bagely’s Corners in 1819.2 

Bagley Corners later became known as Bloomfield Center which, in turn, became Bloomfield 

Hills. Today Bloomfield Hills directly abuts Bloomfield Township to the east although Bloomfield 

Hills and Birmingham both used to be located within the bounds of Bloomfield Township.  

 

Bloomfield Township was established in 1827 making it the oldest township in Oakland County. 

Through much of the 1800s and into the early 1900s Bloomfield Township was comprised of large 

farms, generally several hundred acres in size.3 By the early 1900s Bloomfield Township was 

being settled by wealthy industrialists, building large, estate-sized homes sitting on generous lots. 

This was (and is) an affluent community with a wide range of architectural styles present. Early 

twentieth century houses like the estate-sized “Adams Castle,” “Strandcrest,” and “Thornbrook” 

were all built on large parcels—ranging in size from 12 acres for Adams Castle, 13 acres for 

Thornbrook, and 14 acres for Strandcrest, respectively—in the 1920s when Bloomfield Township 

was becoming known as a place for wealthy Detroiters to build country estates.4 Because of the 

Great Depression, very little residential development occurred in the area in the 1930s. After World 

War II ended, residential development greatly increased. Today, nearly all available land has been 

subdivided and the only new residential building activity generally occurs when an older home is 

torn down or larger parcels are split.5 

 
1 John Marshall, “A Brief Overview of the Bloomfield Area,” Bloomfield Historical Society, accessed April 12, 2021, 

Bloomfield History – Bloomfield Historical Society. 
2 Dwight E. Diener, “H. Augustus and Agnes (Cleveland) O’Dell House/Inch House,” National Register Nomination, 

2009, accessed April 12, 2021, O'Dell, H. Augustus and Agnes Cleveland, House--Inch House_03/19/2009 

(archives.gov).  
3 Nancy M. Bacon (revised by Robert O. Christensen), “Thomas W. and Margaret (McKay) Taliaferro House,” 

National Register Nomination, 2011, accessed April 12, 2021, Taliaferro, Thomas W. and Margaret, 

House_09/15/2011 (archives.gov). 
4 John Marshall, “History Next Door,” Bloomfield Historical Society, accessed March 30, 2021, History Next Door – 

Bloomfield Historical Society. 
5 John Marshall, “A Brief Overview of the Bloomfield Area,” Bloomfield Historical Society, accessed April 12, 2021, 

Bloomfield History – Bloomfield Historical Society. 

https://www.bloomfieldhistoricalsociety.org/bloomfield-history/
https://catalog.archives.gov/OpaAPI/media/25340206/content/electronic-records/rg-079/NPS_MI/09000129.pdf
https://catalog.archives.gov/OpaAPI/media/25340206/content/electronic-records/rg-079/NPS_MI/09000129.pdf
https://catalog.archives.gov/OpaAPI/media/25340278/content/electronic-records/rg-079/NPS_MI/11000668.pdf
https://catalog.archives.gov/OpaAPI/media/25340278/content/electronic-records/rg-079/NPS_MI/11000668.pdf
https://www.bloomfieldhistoricalsociety.org/history-next-door/
https://www.bloomfieldhistoricalsociety.org/history-next-door/
https://www.bloomfieldhistoricalsociety.org/bloomfield-history/
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Grand Blanc Township 

  

Grand Blanc is located in Genesee County approximately eight miles south of Flint. Like 

Bloomfield Township, Grand Blanc was also home to the Ottawa, Potawatomi, and Ojibway 

Native Americans before they were displaced by white settlers. The area now known as Grand 

Blanc was originally a Native American encampment site and there was an active Native American 

trail from the encampment at Grand Blanc to Saginaw.  

 

The first non-Native settler was Jacob Stevens who arrived in 1822.6 Grand Blanc Township was 

formed in 1833 and the arrival of the railroad in 1862 helped spur growth in the area. At this time 

the outlying area was mostly farms although Grand Blanc itself had a bank, a school, several 

churches, a flour mill, and other businesses. The City of Grand Blanc was incorporated in 1933 

and the area continued to develop into the 1940s and 1950s.7 Today Grand Blanc and Grand Blanc 

Township are both recognized as outlying suburbs of Flint although Grand Blanc Township still 

has large areas of rural, undeveloped land in comparison with Bloomfield Township and 

Southfield. 

 

Southfield 

 

The area around modern-day Southfield was originally home to Huron, Ottawa, Ojibway, 

Potawatomi, Miami and Ottagomies Native Americans. The first roads in the area around 

Southfield were the Grand River and Woodward roads which were both originally Native 

American trails. The first white settler is generally considered to be John Daniels.8 Southfield and 

Bloomfield Township are directly adjacent, and it is believed Southfield got its name as it was 

located in the “south fields” of Bloomfield.9  

 

During much of the mid and late 1800s Southfield was rural with family farms predominating. In 

the first decades of the twentieth century, as private automobile ownership became common, near 

suburbs like Southfield were increasingly popular. Highway developments in and around 

Southfield (Northwestern Highway/M-10, Southfield Freeway, and Telegraph Road were all in 

development) further increased Southfield’s popularity for residential development. After World 

War II Southfield experienced explosive growth as the demand for housing increased significantly 

after the austerity faced during the war years.10 Southfield was incorporated as a city in 1958 and 

is today known for its dense hub of commercial office buildings and, increasingly, for its 

significant collection of mid-century modern architecture.11  

 
6 “Early Grand Blanc,” Michigan History, accessed April 12, 2021, Early Grand Blanc – Michigan History (msu.edu). 
7 Peter Hinterman, “The History of Genesee County Cities,” My City Magazine, January 2,2020, accessed April 12, 

2021, The History of Genesee County Cities Part 1 Grand Blanc Settled 1823 (mycitymag.com). 
8 “History of Southfield,” City of Southfield, accessed April 12, 2021, History of Southfield | City of Southfield. 
9 “History of Southfield,” City of Southfield, accessed April 12, 2021, History of Southfield | City of Southfield. 
10 Ruth Mills, “Plumbrooke Estates,” National Register of Historic Places Nomination, 2019. 
11 Anna Clark, “The Inclusive Suburb: Southfield’s Long History of Intentional Integration,” MetroMode, February 

19, 2015, accessed April 12, 2021,  The inclusive suburb: Southfield's long history of intentional integration 

(secondwavemedia.com). 

http://michiganhistory.leadr.msu.edu/early-grand-blanc/#:~:text=Grand%20Blanc%20literally%20means%20%E2%80%9Cgreat,that%20arrived%20sometime%20before%201800.&text=The%20first%20white%20pioneers%20came,in%20Detroit%20from%20New%20York.
http://www.mycitymag.com/the-history-of-genesee-county-cities-part-1-grand-blanc-settled-1823/
https://www.cityofsouthfield.com/visitors/about-southfield/history-southfield
https://www.cityofsouthfield.com/visitors/about-southfield/history-southfield
https://www.secondwavemedia.com/metromode/features/inclusivesouthfield021915.aspx
https://www.secondwavemedia.com/metromode/features/inclusivesouthfield021915.aspx
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Alto 

 

Thornapple Cottage (located at 7510 Valhalla Drive) has a mailing address in Alto, Michigan but 

the house is located just north of the small village of Alaska, Michigan. Both Alto and Alaska are 

located in Kent County southeast of Grand Rapids. Alaska is approximately 13 miles southeast of 

Grand Rapids. Located in Caledonia Township, Alaska was founded around the sawmill located 

here which was built in 1848. In 1868 the name of the town was changed from North Brownsville 

to Alaska. As of the 2010 census there were approximately 12,332 residents in Caledonia 

Township.12 

 

 
Figure 3: Interior detailing of Thornapple Cottage, Alto, MI (www.MLive.com, 2014).  

  

 
12 2010 United States Federal Census, Caledonia Township, Kent County, Michigan, accessed April 12, 2021, U.S. 

Census Bureau QuickFacts: Caledonia township, Kent County, Michigan.  

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/caledoniatownshipkentcountymichigan
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/caledoniatownshipkentcountymichigan
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Description of Land and Boundaries  

 

Because this is a thematic survey and not a survey of a specific town, village, or other local unit, 

the boundaries of the survey are based on the boundaries of each parcel upon which a Turner-

designed house was located. That being said, there are defined clusters of houses that form the 

basis of the potential historic districts discussed at length in the Recommendations section of this 

report and so these clusters are located on the aerial maps and described along with individual 

properties below. There are four clusters in Bloomfield Township: the Forest Lake and Lower 

Long Lake cluster is labeled on the maps below as Cluster 1; the Devon Gables cluster is labeled 

on the maps below as Cluster 2; the Lone Pine and Clarendon cluster is labeled on the maps below 

as Cluster 3; and the Devon on the Lake cluster is labeled on the maps below as Cluster 4. The 

other, non-Bloomfield Township areas include a map for Southfield, Michigan, a map for Grand 

Blanc Township, Michigan, and a map for Alto, Michigan.  

 

Note: The houses in Bloomfield Township are all located within the bounds of Bloomfield 

Township but they all have Bloomfield Hills mailing addresses.  
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Bloomfield Township, MI - Cluster 1: Forest Lake and Lower Long Lake 

 

The first cluster of homes is located in Bloomfield Township near Forest Lake and Lower 

Long Lake. This is the loosest cluster of houses, but they are grouped together here because 

of general proximity and ease of description (and because both are lakefront). Because this 

is a thematic survey the boundaries of the survey area only encompass the lot upon which 

each house sits, however, the general area of Cluster 1 is moderately rolling with a dense 

cluster of lakes—Forest Lake to the north and Lower Long Lake to the south. The area has 

a generous tree cover and is hillier than most of the surrounding areas in Bloomfield 

Township. Both houses are located on streets with large, estate sized homes.  

 

1387 Club Drive is located on Forest Lake on a sloped lot with a long lawn that slopes 

down to the shore of Forest Lake. Across the street and to the north of the lot is the Forest 

Lake Country Club and golf course. The lot and the surrounding lots are moderately tree 

covered but the golf course to the east is mostly open, manicured lawn. The lot upon which 

the house sits is approximately .48 acres. 1539 Lochridge Road is located on the north 

shore of Lower Long Lake on a densely treed lot with a steep grade from the road to the 

house. From satellite imagery it appears that the lot slopes down to the lake at a gentle 

grade. Lochridge Road in general is heavily treed and the houses are placed on large lots. 
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A large expanse of wetlands is located just across the street from 1539 Lochridge. The lot 

upon which the house sits is approximately 1.02 acres. 

 

 Bloomfield Township, MI - Cluster 2: Devon Gables 

  

Cluster 2 is located in the original plat of the Devon Gables subdivision. This subdivision 

is located directly next door to the location where the Devon Gables Inn was located, 

although it was demolished sometime before 1980. The Devon Gables was a restaurant 

owned by Laura and Harold Turner and, according to Mrs. Juras, contained many examples 

of her father’s design work making its loss by demolition especially acute.   

 

Laura Turner and the other title holders to the land, Lawrence W. Mullenniex and Ann 

Mulleniex surveyed and platted the land in June of 1952. Harold Turner is a signatory on 

the original plat map, signing as a witness. This subdivision originally contained 22 lots. 

The land here is roughly bound by Telegraph to the east, West Long Lake Road to the 

south, Franklin road to the west, and the northern boundary of lots 19, 20, and 21 to the 

north. The topography is mostly flat with a moderate tree cover to the east side of the 

subdivision and a denser tree cover to the west. The location of the old Devon Gables 

restaurant is carved out of the subdivision at the southeast corner and is now occupied by 
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two commercial properties—Comerica Bank and Chase Bank. The area around both banks 

is open, flat, and both have large asphalt parking lots surrounding the bank buildings. 

Because this is a thematic survey the boundaries of the survey only encompass the lot upon 

which each house sits. 3960 Mystic Valley Drive was originally owned by the Mullenniex 

family. It sits upon a moderately treed lot with an open space to the north of the house. The 

lot upon which the house sits is approximately 1.12 acres. 3791 W. Pemberton is set on a 

flat lot with moderate tree cover. The house upon which the house sits is approximately 

1.16 acres. 3755 W. Pemberton is set on a moderately treed lot. The lot upon which the 

house sits is approximately 1.13 acres. 

  

Bloomfield Township, MI - Cluster 3: Lone Pine and Clarendon 

 

Cluster 3 is located south of the first two clusters and encompasses two resources: 1475 

Lone Pine and 1470 Clarendon. These house are located on lots that back up to one another, 

although they front on different streets. The area is densely treed although 1470 Clarendon 

has a large, mowed front lawn. Both houses are located on a moderate rise with fairly steep 

driveways. Because this is a thematic survey the boundaries of the survey area only 

encompass the lot upon which each house sits. 

 

1470 Clarendon sits atop a moderate sized hill and the house overlooks Chalmers Lake 

which is across the street. The driveway is steep and there is a large, sloped front lawn and 

a small back lawn. The lot upon which the house sits is approximately 1.68 acres.  

 

1475 Lone Pine is located on the corner of Lone Pine Road and Cliffwood Road and is 

placed on top of a moderate hill. A dense tree cover surrounds the house. The lot upon 

which the house sits is approximately 2.08 acres.  
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Bloomfield Township, MI - Cluster 4: Devon on the Lake 

 

Cluster 4 contains the most Turner-designed houses of all the surveyed areas with a total 

of seven. There are an additional two houses in this subdivision that were likely built by 

Harold Turner but may have been designed by his colleague Roger Berlin. Located along 

the western shore of Gilbert Lake, the total area is generally flat although the land slopes 

down moderately toward the lake on the eastern edge of the property. This cluster amounts 

to approximately 15 acres of land as measured on Google Maps although the lots are 

comprised of about half an acre each, with the exception of 5403 Telegraph which is 

approximately 7.27 acres. The area is moderately treed overall with a denser tree cover at 

the southern end of the property. Because this is a thematic survey the boundaries of the 

survey area only encompass the lot upon which each house sits. 
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This subdivision was an original part of Laura and Harold’s farm property, but they 

subdivided the southern portion of their farm in 1949. The original plat map from that year 

indicates there were 15 original lots although lots 9 and 10 appear to have been 

subsequently combined as were lots 3 and 15, and 12 and 13. Three of the houses in this 

cluster are located directly on Gilbert Lake: 5403 Telegraph, 4040 Overlea Court (lots 12 

and 13), and 4000 Overlea Court.  

 

 

 Grand Blanc, MI: 

 

The three confirmed Harold Turner houses—6355, 6325, and 6297 Meadowwood Lane—

in Grand Blanc are located just three miles east of downtown Grand Blanc. All three houses 

are located on Meadowwood Lane which runs alongside Lake Helene. All three houses are 

set on a moderate rise with lawns that sweep down to the lake. Towering trees surround 

each house with 6297 Meadowwood’s lot being more heavily treed than the others. 6297 

Meadowwood also has a small pond to the east of house. Each of the three houses sits upon 

a large, suburban sized lot: 6355 Meadowwood is on .60 acres; 6325 Meadowwood is on 

.82 acres; and 6297 Meadowwood is sited on 1.68 acres. 



21 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Southfield, MI: 

 

29997 Briarbank is the only known Harold Turner designed house in Southfield. The house 

is set back from the road with a long driveway. The house is minimally visible from the 

street and is set upon 1.94 acres. There is a sweeping lawn behind the house that slopes 

down toward the Rouge River which cuts through the back of the lot. The lot has a moderate 

tree cover. 
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Alto, MI:  
 

7510 Valhalla Drive SE is located in Alto, Michigan approximately ten miles southeast of 

downtown Grand Rapids. The house is set back from Valhalla Drive and is perched on a 

crest overlooking the Thornapple River. The Thornapple River is a tributary to Grand 

River. The lot upon which the house sits is 1.53 acres is heavily treed near the river with 

an open lawn to the north of the house, in between the house and Valhalla Drive. 
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Data Location 
 

This survey report and the survey inventory forms will be kept at the Michigan State Historic 

Preservation Office (SHPO). Additionally, a final copy of this survey report will also be deposited 

at the Bloomfield Historical Society and at the Eastern Michigan University Archives. All archival 

documents (photographs, drawings, newspaper clippings, etc.) will be retained by the author unless 

any of the aforementioned repositories request copies in which case copies will be made for those 

entities as well.   
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Figure 4: Interior of 1470 Clarendon (C. Talley, 2021). 

Figure 5: Interior of 4050 Overlea Court (www.Pinterest.com, 2017). 
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Evaluation Results Summary 
 

All twenty known Turner-designed houses were surveyed for this project and all except one 

appeared eligible for the National Register on an individual basis based upon Criterion C. The 

houses are constructed of the finest materials with slate, cypress, brick, copper, and plate glass 

evident in most of the houses. Moreover, the houses display an overall design that is as unique 

now as it was during the era in which they were built, and the workmanship showcases some of 

the finest mid-century work on display in Michigan. These houses elevate masonry and carpentry 

to an art the likes of which are uncommon in the general building stock of the mid-century era. 

The table of houses surveyed, and the eligibility recommendations are included at Appendix A.  

 

Of the twenty houses surveyed nineteen were recommended as eligible to the National Register of 

Historic Places. The only house that is not recommended as eligible is 5495 Shadow Lane due to 

the extensive interior modifications that were carried out in 2010. Although no pre-renovation 

photos have been found of the house, the post-renovation interior photos show a drastically 

different aesthetic from the other known Turner-designed houses. Project architects Young & 

Young state on their website that the house was so deteriorated that only the masonry walls and 

the copper roof were in good condition and it appears that all of the Turner-specified interior 

finishes were removed in the renovation.13 Although the exterior of 5495 Shadow Lane is still 

readily identifiable as a Turner-designed house, the loss of the interior finishes has jeopardized the 

historic integrity of the house to the point that it is no longer eligible for the National Register of 

Historic Places. Because these houses are being recommended as eligible under Criterion C, it 

becomes more important that the original elements of design, materials, workmanship, and feeling 

are retained.  

 

The house at 4090 Overlea Court is recommended as eligible individually and within the 

Bloomfield Township Cluster 4 proposed National Register district even though this home was 

apparently designed by a man named Roger Berlin. Because the house was built by Turner’s 

business Organic Homes, Inc. and because Roger Berlin appears to have had little to no building 

or design experience before designing the house at 4090 Overlea Court and because the home has 

distinguishing characteristics of Turner designs, it is presumed that Berlin was heavily guided and 

influenced by Turner. This house requires more investigation but because it displays so many 

Turner characteristics and because it was built by Turner’s company it is being recommended as 

eligible under Criterion C for its association with Turner albeit not a design by his own hand.  

 

Additionally, two proposed historic districts are outlined below. One proposed district is located 

in Grand Blanc, Michigan and the other is located in Bloomfield Township, MI. A detailed 

boundary description, boundary justification, and a map is provided for each proposed district. All 

properties recommended as eligible, whether individually or in a district or both, are also 

documented on the attached survey inventory forms. Inventory forms for both proposed districts 

are also provided and are located in Appendix H. Finally, there are four houses (see Appendix D) 

 
13 Young & Young Architects, “Bloomfield Hills, Michigan,” 2010, accessed April 13, 2021, Young & Young 

Architects | Residential Architecture | Bloomfield Hills, Michigan (yyarchitects.com).  

http://www.yyarchitects.com/projects/residential/bloomfieldhills11/
http://www.yyarchitects.com/projects/residential/bloomfieldhills11/
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that were ascertained as “undetermined” in relation to their connection with Turner. It is 

recommended that these houses be studied further to verify whether they are Turner-designed or 

not.  

 

Planning Needs and Recommendations 
 

This section outlines three major recommendations related to the Turner-designed homes in 

Michigan. First, a National Register nomination, is recommended to promote greater visibility and 

recognition for the architectural significance of these homes. Second, to preserve these homes for 

future generations, historic preservation advocacy on the local level is recommended via 

preservation planning and ordinances. Third, the archival materials relevant to Turner and his work 

should be gathered, organized, digitized, preserved, and made accessible. 

 

Recommendation 1: National Register Nomination 

 

The first recommendation is aimed at increasing visibility and recognition for the Turner-designed 

houses. To achieve this, it is recommended that a National Register of Historic Places nomination 

be completed for the Turner-designed houses for the increased awareness it will bring to help 

current homeowners, future homeowners, and community members appreciate the significance of 

these buildings. By placing these properties on the National Register more attention and, 

potentially, resources can be given to these houses to ensure they survive. Although the National 

Register will offer no protection for the homes, it will increase visibility which is needed since 

very few people beyond the individual homeowners know who Harold Turner is and why he is 

significant. This is vital given that Turner has a relatively small body of work and there are threats 

to these homes (discussed below) that warrant increased visibility and appreciation.  

 

All houses that are recommended as individually eligible to the National Register are listed first. 

Then the two recommended historic districts are discussed. Note that although National Register 

districts are recommended for the houses on Meadowwood in Grand Blanc and the houses in 

Cluster 4 in Bloomfield Hills, the houses in these two recommended districts would also be eligible 

individually.  

 

Individually Eligible Properties: 

 

7510 Valhalla Drive, Alto, MI 

1387 Club Drive, Bloomfield Township, MI 

1539 Lochridge, Bloomfield Township, MI 

3791 W. Pemberton, Bloomfield Township, MI 

3755 W. Pemberton, Bloomfield Township, MI 

3960 Mystic Valley Drive, Bloomfield Township, MI 

1470 Clarendon, Bloomfield Township, MI 

1475 Lone Pine, Bloomfield Township, MI 

5403 Telegraph Road, Bloomfield Township, MI 
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5490 Shadow Lane, Bloomfield Township, MI 

5530 Shadow Lane, Bloomfield Township, MI 

4040 Overlea Court, Bloomfield Township, MI 

4050 Overlea Court, Bloomfield Township, MI 

4090 Overlea Court, Bloomfield Township, MI 

4045 Overlea Court, Bloomfield Township, MI 

6355 Meadowwood Lane, Grand Blanc, MI 

6325 Meadowwood Lane, Grand Blanc, MI 

6297 Meadowwood Lane, Grand Blanc, MI 

29997 Briarbank Court, Southfield, MI 

 

The recommended boundaries for each property would be the lot/property lines for each house. 

These houses are all eligible for listing on the National Register as excellent local examples of 

organic architecture, for their fine workmanship, top quality materials, their association with 

Harold Turner in his own right, and for their association as examples of organic architecture 

directly influenced by Turner’s “teacher,” Frank Lloyd Wright. 

 

Recommended Districts: 

 

Meadowwood Lane Historic District (Grand Blanc, MI) 

 

6355 Meadowwood (contributing) 

6325 Meadowwood (contributing) 

6297 Meadowwood (contributing) 

 

Devon Acres and Devon on the Lake Historic District (Bloomfield Township, MI) 

 

5403 Telegraph Road (contributing) 

4090 Overlea Court (contributing) 

4050 Overlea Court (contributing) 

4040 Overlea Court (contributing) 

4045 Overlea Court (contributing) 

5490 Shadow Lane (contributing) 

5530 Shadow Lane (contributing) 

5495 Shadow Lane (non-contributing) 

4000 Overlea Court (non-contributing) 

4007 Overlea Court (non-contributing) 

4070 Overlea Court (non-contributing) 

4065 Overlea Court (non-contributing) 

4083 Overlea Court (non-contributing) 

 

Two potential districts have been identified and are recommended here. The first district is 

comprised of the three properties on Meadowwood in Grand Blanc. Due to their clustered nature 

the three houses on Meadowwood (6355 Meadowwood, 6325 Meadowwood, and 6297 
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Meadowwood) encompass a small, cohesive landscape of Turner-designed mid-century organic 

architecture and it is recommended they be nominated as a district. Likewise, the Turner’s farm 

Devon Acres and the Devon on the Lake subdivision (Cluster 4 in Bloomfield Township) which 

was platted by Harold and Laura in 1949 is also recommended as a potential district. Cluster 4 in 

Bloomfield Township is the largest known collection of Turner-designed houses and the overall 

design, setting landscape, and feeling of this area remains largely intact. The two recommended 

districts are discussed in detail, below. 

 

Devon Acres and Devon on the Lake Historic District 

 

Summary: The boundaries of the Devon on the Lake proposed district encompass the entire 

original 1949 plat of the Devon on the Lake subdivision along with Harold and Laura’s personal 

residence at 5403 Telegraph and lot 11 from the Shadow Acre Estates.  

 

Boundaries: The district includes the north-eastern most point of the property at 5403 Telegraph, 

runs along the shore of Gilbert Lake before turning at the southern property line of 4000 Overlea 

Court, continues along the southern border of 4007 Overlea Court and 5495 Shadow Lane, then 

turns south at Shadow Lane, includes the west side of Shadow Lane to the southeast corner of 5530 

Shadow Lane, continues along Overlea Lane, then cutting north along the west boundary of 5530 

Shadow Lane, cutting west along the south boundary of 4045 Overlea Court and continuing until 

hitting Overlea Court street and running in the middle of the street then running along the western 

boundary of 4090 Overlea Court then running along the western boundary of 5403 Telegraph until 

hitting the northwest corner of 5403 Telegraph’s lot then turning east until terminating at the 

starting point which was the north-eastern most point of the property at 5403 Telegraph.  

 

Boundary Rationale: This boundary includes the entirety of the original 1949 plat of Devon on the 

Lakes plus the estate of Harold and Laura Turner directly north of Devon on the Lakes. It also 

includes Lot 11 of Shadow Acres Estate directly south of Devon on the Lakes as this lot, 5530 

Shadow Lane also contains a Turner-designed house.  

 

Description and Significance: Located at 5403 Telegraph, Devon Acres was Harold and Laura 

Turner’s personal estate, and it was the location from which Harold Turner ran his architecture 

and construction business, Organic Homes, Inc. In 1949 Harold and Laura, along with their 

partners, subdivided part of the southern part of their estate and created the Devon on the Lakes 

subdivision. This became the epicenter of Turner’s architectural design business as he 

subsequently designed and/or built seven homes in the neighborhood. The homes are primarily 

located on Overlea Court and Shadow Lanes. The neighborhood still retains a high degree of 

integrity with mature trees and a rural feel despite being located near Telegraph. When it was first 

platted this was a relatively rural area and the homes were designed to maximize the connection 

with the nature around each house. The houses in this proposed district were built between 1944 

and 1957. 
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Meadowwood Lane Historic District  

 

Summary: The proposed Meadowwood Lane Historic District encompasses three contiguous 

properties in Grand Blanc Township: 6355 Meadowwood Lane, 6325 Meadowwood Lane, and 

6297 Meadowwood Lane. 

 

Boundaries: Starting at the northeast corner of the property at 6297 Meadowwood and continuing 

along the eastern boundary of that lot until hitting the shore of Lake Helene and running along the 

shore of Lake Helene, past the property at 6325 Meadowwood, and continuing until hitting the 

southwestern corner of the property at 6355 Meadowwood and turning north and following the 

western boundary of the property at 6355 Meadowwood until reaching Meadowwood Lane, 

turning east and running along Meadowwood until terminating at the original starting point which 

was the northeastern-most boundary point of the property at 6297 Meadowwood. 
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Boundary Rationale: This boundary encompasses all three properties on Meadowwood Lane in 

Grand Blanc Township. 

 

Description and Significance: The three houses on Meadowwood Lane are all examples of Harold 

Turner’s mature work having been completed in 1956-1957. 6355 Meadowwood and 6325 

Meadowwood are some of Turner’s largest homes and they are both in excellent condition with 

nearly all interior and exterior materials remaining intact. 6297 Meadowwood is smaller in 

comparison but it is also highly intact per the current owner and may be an exact (or near exact) 

replica of 4040 Overlea Court. All three houses showcase Turner’s mature style with diagonal 

elements, large, overhanging carports and dramatic interiors with full height windows, pecky 

cypress paneling, interior planters, and slate floors. These houses are fine examples of organic 

contemporary architecture and retain a high degree of integrity (both on the interior and exterior). 
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Recommendation 2: Long Range Preservation Planning 

 

The second recommendation relates to planning for the long-range preservation of these houses. 

In addition to not being listed don the National Register, none of the properties surveyed are 

located in local historic districts. Because the National Register of Historic Places is purely 

honorary, placing a home on the National Register cannot and will not protect it from alteration or 

demolition. Local historic districts however are monitored by local historic commissions who 

review exterior modifications to properties located in the district. Because of this, one of the 

primary recommendations, but, potentially, the most logistically difficult, is to create local historic 

district(s) to encompass the Harold Turner designed houses. A local district will help protect the 

exterior of these homes from historically inappropriate alterations.  

 

There are challenges with creating a local district in Bloomfield Township as it appears that that 

municipality does not have a historic district ordinance. Bloomfield Township, overall, does not 

appear to be an area that actively promotes or embraces historic designation or historic districts. It 

does not appear to have a local historic district ordinance (the author contacted the Township to 

confirm but has not heard back), nor does it appear to use conservation overlay districts. 

Additionally, according to the online National Register database, Bloomfield Township only has 

three properties individually listed on the National Register: The Wright designed Smith House, 

the Charles Torrey House, and the Minoru and Teruko Yamasaki House.  

 

Creating a local historic district is generally regarded as a protection for the significant buildings 

located in that district but it also has been consistently shown to increase property values with one 

scholar finding increased property values in historic district located in fast-growth urban cities that 

range from 7.5% to 12%.14 Advocating for a local historic district ordinance and then creating 

districts in areas like the Devon on the Lake subdivision will both protect the unique homes located 

there and potentially increase the home values in this neighborhood. 

 

In short, although Bloomfield Township has not yet enacted an ordinance nor is there indications 

of a strong preservation mentality, this is something the local civic leaders and preservation 

advocates in Bloomfield Township should begin to investigate. A local historic district is what 

would allow for protection of the exterior of these remarkable homes. Should Bloomfield 

Township enact a local historic district it is recommended that the Devon on the Lake subdivision 

be added as a local historic district. In the absence of a local historic district ordinance, it is 

recommended that a conservation overlay be investigated by Bloomfield Township zoning 

officials. Because conservation overlays generally do not impart nearly as many exterior 

restrictions as a local historic district, it might be more feasible to obtain in this community.  

 

 
14 Akram M. Ijla, “The Impact of Local Historical Designation on Residential Property Value; An Analysis of Three 

Slow-Growth and Three Fast-Growth Central Cities in the United States” (PhD diss., Cleveland State University, 

2008), 114, accessed April 10, 2021, The Impact of Local Historical Designation on Residential Property Value;an 

Analysis of Three Slow-Growth and Three Fast-Growth Central Cities in the United States (csuohio.edu) 

https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.google.com/&httpsredir=1&article=1138&context=etdarchive
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.google.com/&httpsredir=1&article=1138&context=etdarchive
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Grand Blanc Township does have a historic district commission and they are actively working 

toward designating and preserving their built heritage. That being said, the area around 

Meadowwood Lane was not called out in their 2008 Historic Resource Survey as an area targeted 

for preservation so the houses on Meadowwood with their fine mid-century architecture should be 

brought to the attention of the local preservation and planning authorities. It is recommended that 

Grand Blanc Township update their preservation targets to include more mid-century architecture 

as it appears the bulk of the sites identified in their 2008 study are pre-1950.  

 

Only one Turner house (29997 Briarbank) is located in Southfield but because Southfield has 

become increasingly recognized as a rich repository of mid-century architecture the house at 29997 

Briarbank should be studied by the city for inclusion in a local historic district.  By creating a local 

historic district to encompass 29997 Briarbank the local historic district commission can ensure 

exterior changes are appropriate for the historic nature of the building.  

 

The “Thornapple Cottage” located at 7510 Valhalla Drive in Alto, Michigan. Alto is a part of 

Bowne Township. It does not appear that Bowne Township has enacted a local historic district 

ordinance, but should that occur, the Township should include 7510 Valhalla Drive in their study 

plan as a potential local historic district. 

 

Although all of the buildings surveyed for this project are private residences, listing these homes 

on the National Register creates opportunities for the utilization of historic tax credits. Owner 

occupied buildings (non-income producing) are not eligible for the federal historic tax credit 

program but because the Michigan Legislature recently passed Senate Bill 54, owner-occupied 

buildings will now qualify for the Michigan Historic Tax Credit.15 Michigan Historic Tax Credit 

can be used to offset corporate or individual income tax making these credits lucrative to 

homeowners who may have a large tax burden. In order to obtain the Michigan Historic Tax Credit 

all rehabilitations must be conducted in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 

for Rehabilitation and thus utilizing these tax credits will help ensure renovations on these homes 

are performed in a historically appropriate manner. 

 

Recommendation 3: Preserving the Archival Material 

 

Preserving the built resources is a primary concern but the vanishing archival resources related to 

Turner and his work is a secondary, albeit important, concern as well. Mrs. Juras likely holds the 

largest collection of primary source information, but many homeowners also have original 

drawings, photos, and newspaper articles related to their particular home. The drawings are 

vulnerable to wear and tear and, without a centralized archival repository, advanced study of 

Turner’s work, style, and methods will be impossible. Beyond preserving the houses, preserving, 

copying, and digitizing the primary source material is a key recommendation of this report. 

Turner’s body of work is, comparatively, small but the houses are extraordinary pieces of mid-

century architecture, directly influenced by Frank Lloyd Wright, and built with the finest 

 
15 Gordon Goldie and Lucas Visser, “Michigan’s New Historic Tax Credit: Your FAQ,” Plante Moran, January 13, 

2021, accessed April 12, 2021, Michigan’s new historic tax credit: Your FAQ | Explore Our Thinking | Plante Moran. 

https://www.plantemoran.com/explore-our-thinking/insight/2021/01/faq-for-michigans-historic-tax-credit
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craftsmanship and the best materials. Gathering the available resources related to Turner should 

be undertaken as soon as is feasible. Organizing a showcase of Harold Turner’s work may help 

prompt other owners to come forward and share their knowledge and resources. Some public-

facing outreach like an exhibit or a home tour may also help solidify an archival collection if all 

the current owners temporarily loaned their documents for processing, scanning, and digitizing—

these could then be deposited into an archival repository for safekeeping. Without this type of 

action, more and more archival material will be lost. 

 

Preservation Issues and Threats 
 

The two primary preservation issues facing these homes are historically incompatible renovations 

that remove significant interior and exterior materials and the fact that many of these homes are 

located in highly desirable areas where the practice of demolishing older and smaller dwellings is 

common. Deferred maintenance and demolition by neglect is also a preservation issue.  

 

Incompatible renovations are a preservation threat and at least one home (5495 Shadow Lane) has 

already lost significant integrity due to substantial interior renovations. Changing interior design 

trends and deferred maintenance issues (see below) both contribute to this issue. Instituting a local 

historic district ordinance and commission to enforce the ordinance would help educate 

homeowners about appropriate materials and designs for the exterior of these historic homes.  

 

Lack of available, vacant land in Bloomfield Township is also an issue. The houses located in 

Bloomfield Township are located in prime areas (on or adjacent to many highly sought-after lakes) 

and the value of the land often outpaces the value of the house upon it. Because modern residential 

styles lean toward large living spaces, many of these Turner-designed homes—which average 

about 2,700 square foot—are vulnerable to demolition for newer, larger homes. While no known 

Turner-designed home has been demolished, the significant local landmark Devon Gables Inn was 

demolished for newer commercial developments.  

 

Lack of maintenance and/or demolition by neglect is an issue especially considering that the 

upkeep on these houses (with flat or low-pitched roofs and cypress exteriors) might be seen as 

more labor intensive than modern homes. Because natural materials are common on these houses, 

and because these natural materials require more care and attention than synthetic materials like 

vinyl siding, these homes could be seen as vulnerable to loss of integrity due to deferred 

maintenance.  Per the architectural firm that remodeled 5495 Shadow Lane, severe deferred 

maintenance was one of the reasons so much historic fabric was lost during that renovation. 
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Figure 6: 4040 Overlea Court, Bloomfield Township (E. Choi, 2021). 

SECTION II: HISTORICAL CONTEXTS AND NARRATIVES 
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Historic Contexts 
 

An overview of Harold Turner’s early life, education, training, and work methods provide the 

context needed to evaluate his contributions to modern domestic architecture and the significance 

of the particular structures studied here. It shows that Turner’s time working for Frank Lloyd 

Wright was critical both for the education it imparted to Turner and to better understand Turner’s 

architectural inspiration and philosophy and his genius in carpentry and construction. The 

distinctive traits of Turner’s architecture are better understood when compared with other Wright-

trained architects and builders. Finally, Turner’s contribution to, and reliance on, the tenets of 

organic architecture are explored.  

 

Turner’s work with Frank Lloyd Wright is woefully under-researched here due to the Covid-19 

pandemic. The Columbia University Avery Archive is currently closed to non-Columbia 

researchers and thus the author was unable to access critical documents to fully chart Harold 

Turner’s work with Frank Lloyd Wright. Approximately 150 pieces of correspondence exist in the 

Avery Archive (either to, from, or about Turner) and, lacking access to them, this section is only 

partially complete and must remain so until these critical resources are again made fully accessible. 

A librarian at the Columbia Avery Archive did provide the author with a list of the pieces of 

correspondence (including dates and some project names), and this correspondence list was used 

to glean some information about the course of Harold’s career with Wright (the correspondence 

list is included in Appendix E). However, this survey report is admittedly incomplete in this section 

and, therefore, questions will likely remain unanswered because of this. How Turner chose or was 

assigned Wright jobs is unknown and why Turner and Wright eventually parted ways in the 1940s 

is also unclear.  

 

Harold Turner may have designed or helped design some houses during his tenure as a building 

contractor in and around San Jose, California before he began working for Frank Lloyd Wright. 

Because this survey is focused on the mid-century homes Turner designed in Michigan, this survey 

did not attempt to investigate or survey houses outside of Michigan.  

 

1892 to 1936: Harold P. Turner—Early Life 

 

Harald Peder Terner was born to Ole Madsen Terner and Johanne Catherine Marie Pederson on 

August 6, 1892 in Copenhagen, Denmark.16 Although he later changed the spelling of his name to 

the more Americanized “Harold Peter Turner” the original spelling (and various iterations of it) 

are found throughout the archival materials in the late 1800s and early 1900s. His father Ole 

Madsen Terner is noted as a “maskinemedkar” on Harold’s birth record which (roughly and rather 

inelegantly) translates to English as a “carpenter who uses tools.” Although little is known about 

Turner’s early education and formal training, it is significant that his father was a carpenter. 

Whatever other training Turner may have received before immigrating to the United States, it 

seems likely that he got his start in carpentry via his father’s tutelage. Harold himself identifies, 

alternately, as a carpenter, a joiner, and a contractor on the various archival documents found 

 
16 Harold Turner, birth and baptismal record, Copenhagen, Denmark, October 9, 1892, www.Ancestry.com.   

http://www.ancestry.com/
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during the research phase of this project. Taking the documents at face value—many of which 

were directly filled out by Harold himself or by a census worker at Harold or his wife’s direction—

seems to indicate that Harold viewed himself, primarily, as a carpenter/builder.  

 

Little is known about Turner’s early life in Denmark beyond some archival notes recording 

important life events. At twenty years old, on August 30, 1912 Harold married a thirty-one-year-

old woman named Estrid Agnete Norfasson. Harold’s baptismal record was updated that year to 

note that he had left the state religion and formally removed “Madsen” from his name (see Figure 

7).17 Whether he left the state religion because Agnete was of a different religious persuasion or 

for some other reason could not be determined. The couple’s only child, Urda, was born a year 

later on June 14, 1913. 

 

 
Figure 7: Harold Turner birth entry in church record (www.Ancestry.com, 1892).  

 

Harold left Denmark in March of 1914 arriving in New York on March 26, 1914 as a passenger 

on the Frederick VIII ship. He listed his profession as a “joiner” on his immigration arrival card. 

Agnete and young Urda soon followed, arriving in New York on October 26, 1914. Agnete’s 

arrival entry noted that they intended to join Harold in Troy, New York at 423 5th Avenue. 

Precisely what drew Harold to Troy is unknown but the northern section of Troy, known as 

Lansingburgh, had a sizable Danish population—enough for the nickname “Little Denmark”—so 

some connection from the old country, be it a friend or an acquaintance, seems likely. Indeed, the 

address Agnete gave at her arrival in New York (423 5th Avenue) is located in the heart of the 

Lansingburgh district. A year later, the 1915 New York State census shows that Harold, Agnete, 

and Urda were living at 485 9th Avenue, also in Lansingburgh, and Harold was listed as a carpenter 

(see Figure 8).  

 

 
Figure 8: New York State Census (www.Ancestry.com, 1915). 

 

In June of 1917 Harold registered for the draft for World War I during the first registration period 

in Troy, New York. His draft card indicates he was a “declarant” meaning he was in the process 

of obtaining U.S. citizenship. Naturalization at this time was first begun by “filing a declaration of 

intent, which recorded the applicant’s oath to the clerk of the court that it was his or her bona fide 

intention to become a citizen of the United States, to reside permanently therein, and to renounce 

 
17 Harold Turner, birth and baptismal record, Copenhagen, Denmark, October 9, 1892, www.Ancestry.com.   

http://www.ancestry.com/
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all allegiances to other nations.”18 A waiting period of two to seven years was required after the 

declaration of intent had been filed, and then the declarant could petition the court for citizenship. 

Presumably, by the time of his draft registration, Harold had already filed his declaration of intent 

and was in the waiting period. Whether or not Harold served in the U.S. armed forces is unclear—

he did not claim an exemption on the draft registration card despite not being a U.S. citizen. Thus 

far no military records have been found beyond his WWI and WWII registration cards. 

Turner’s WWI draft card provides the first hint at the type of work he was doing when he arrived 

in the U.S. (see Figure 9) On the card, Turner listed his employer as “Soutar and Richards,” 

however, subsequent research into carpentry firms in Troy revealed the firm was actually called 

“Soutar and Ritchie.” Based out of a carpentry shop at the corner of Bridge Avenue and Earl Street 

near downtown Troy, Soutar and Ritchie was responsible for building many churches in the area 

including Westminster Presbyterian Church, the Sixth Avenue Baptist Church, and the Church of 

Christ Disciples on Hoosick Street.19 Longtime superintendent of building operations at Soutar 

and Ritchie, Agner Larsen, oversaw all building work from 1911 to 1930 and thus was almost 

assuredly the supervisor of Turner’s work, so perhaps Turner headed to Troy because of some pre-

existing acquaintance with Larsen, who was also Danish.20  

 

The next five years are difficult to trace. It appears that Turner and his family moved to Norfolk, 

Virginia sometime before the 1920 census was conducted. The 1920 census records Harold’s 

occupation as “Superintendent, Contractors” and, in the right margin, a handwritten code (368) 

further indicates that his employing industry was “Manufacturing and Mechanical Industries.”21  
 

18 Eilleen Bolger, “Naturalization Process in U.S.: Early History,” Virginia Commonwealth University, accessed 

March 15, 2021, Social Welfare History Project Naturalization Process in U.S.: Early History (vcu.edu) 
19 “Agner Larsen, Builder, Dies at Age 79,” The Times Record, Troy, New York, Nov. 1, 1955. 
20 Ibid.  
21 This census entry must come with a caveat: the last name is misspelled, Harold’s and Agnete’s age is incorrect, and 

Agnete’s name appears to say “Agatha” but the handwriting is hard to decipher. Despite these inconsistencies, it seems 

very certain it is our Harold Turner as the birth country is correct and Urda is clearly identified as living in the house. 

Figure 9: Harold Turner World War I Draft Registration Card (www.Ancestry.com, 1917). 

https://socialwelfare.library.vcu.edu/federal/naturalization-process-in-u-s-early-history/
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It is not clear whether Turner was drafted or served in World War I but the move to Norfolk was 

likely necessitated by service in the military industry to support wartime activities at the Naval 

Operating Base (NOB) there. Based upon a background check document found in the Frank Lloyd 

Wright Hanna House archive at Stanford University, it’s known that Harold had worked with 

contracting firms doing work for the United States Navy before 1937. And, according to ship 

manifests, Turner spent significant time in 1925 and 1926 in Hawaii—as his daughter, Mrs. Juras, 

recollects, her father mentioned that he helped dredge Pearl Harbor. Turner might have been doing 

dredging work in Virginia too. In Norfolk, the Elizabeth River that runs through Norfolk was too 

shallow for the WWI war ships and thus “during the fall and winter of 1917 approximately eight 

million cubic yards was dredged, moving the northern shoreline from along Dillingham Boulevard 

to approximately its current location.”22 And by 1918 there were over 34,000 enlisted men on the 

base in Norfolk.23 Turner might not have been an enlisted man himself but he was likely onsite 

doing contracting work at the busy military port.  

 

Turner’s stay in Norfolk was either short-lived or he 

commuted up to Washington, D.C. with some 

regularity. In fact, it appears that one of the very first 

Turner-built the houses in the U.S. is located at 5301 

Potomac Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. On 

December 18, 1920, the Washington Times noted that 

one of the permits issued that week was to “Harold 

Terner to build a one-story frame dwelling, 5301 

Potomac Avenue NW; cost $4,000.”  In September 

of 1921, the Washington Herald carried an 

announcement that “H.P. Terner, Danish” had been 

naturalized. On September 17, 1920, the Washington 

Post noted the following real estate transfer; “Weaver 

pl. and Potomac Ave nw: square 1442, lots 1 and 2—

Potomac Heights Land Company to Harold P. Turner 

et ux., Agnete E., #10.” A legal notice published in 

the Washington Herald on October 18, 1921 

indicates that “Harold P. Terner et ux Agnete E.” 

conveyed a deed of trust for Lots 1 and 2 in Square 

1442. Whether Turner built this as a home for his 

family is unknown. No documentary evidence shows 

that any of the Turners used this address as their own. 

The one-and-a-half story Craftsman style house bears 

no resemblance to the homes he later designed and 

 

Urda is an exceptionally unusual name—in searching the entire 1920 census only 43 results come up and thus is seems 

likely this is Harold P. Turner and his family despite the discrepancies. 
22  “Naval Station History, Norfolk,” Commander, Navy Region Mid-Atlantic, accessed April 2, 2021, History 

(navy.mil). 
23  “Naval Station History, Norfolk,” Commander, Navy Region Mid-Atlantic, accessed April 2, 2021, History 

(navy.mil). 

Figure 10: Harold Turner (D. Juras, undated). 

https://www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrma/installations/ns_norfolk/about/history.html
https://www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrma/installations/ns_norfolk/about/history.html
https://www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrma/installations/ns_norfolk/about/history.html
https://www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrma/installations/ns_norfolk/about/history.html
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built in Michigan but, if built by Turner, it is undoubtedly well constructed. It does appear that 

Turner lived in Washington, D.C. during the 1920s as he listed a District of Columbia address on 

a ship manifest in August of 1925 when he arrived back in New York from a trip to Copenhagen. 

Ship manifests from late 1925 confirm that Turner was still permanently domiciled in Washington, 

D.C. at 4722 15th Street NW. Harold Turner and Agnete would divorce in Nevada in 1929.24   

 

Turner relocated to California sometime between 1926 and 1929. In 1929 Turner listed his future 

wife’s Ruth Ellen Wooster’s address, 491 S. 7th Street, San Jose California, as his home address 

on a ship’s manifest from another visit to Copenhagen. In 1931 Turner married Ruth, who was 

originally from Emporia, Kansas in a ceremony in her hometown.25 Ruth was an artist and was 

employed as a professor of art at San Jose State College.26 Sometime before 1935 Harold started 

a contracting business with a partner, Alfred Vindelov. Named Turner & Vindelov, the company 

was headquartered at Harold and Ruth’s home at 491 S. 7th Street in San Jose, which was listed in 

a 1935 Licensed Contractors index from Santa Clara County.27 Turner was apparently busy with 

building work in the San Jose area during the early 1930s per a background check document found 

in the Hanna house archive (discussed below). Little else is known about his building work in the 

San Jose area from this time period. 

 

The sheer frequency and breadth of Turner’s movements across the country during the 1920s and 

1930s is rather remarkable. Whether this was prompted by a shortage of jobs, a desire to travel, or 

some combination thereof, the ultimate outcome was a man who possessed a varied set of skills 

that he adapted to many different environments. These skills would prove critical down the road. 

Indeed, based on the limited archival information found thus far, these early years show Harold at 

work in many different industries including building, carpentry, naval contracting, and 

manufacturing. This wide breadth of experience was likely a key reason he was able to execute the 

complex plans for the Hanna house (and subsequent Frank Lloyd Wright designs) to such a high 

standard. Similarly, the work on display in the houses he designed displays his mastery of 

carpentry, building, and architectural design as well as landscape architecture and site planning.  

 

1937 to 1944: Harold Turner, Frank Lloyd Wright, and Organic Architecture 

 

The years between 1937 and 1945 must be viewed, for architectural historians at least, as the 

critical and formative years for Turner’s development as a designer. Although his pre-1937 work 

experience gave him the technical knowhow that enabled him to build Wright’s designs, it was the 

years spent collaborating with Wright that likely taught Turner how to design buildings himself. 

That Turner could build anything an architect drew seems uncontested but whether Turner could 

 
24 “Harold P. Turner vs. Agnete N. Turner,” Reno Gazette Journal, September 20, 1929.  
25 “Localettes,” The Emporia Weekly Gazette, August 27, 1931.  
26 “Former Resident Dies,” The Emporia Weekly Gazette, October 3, 1977. 
27 “Turner & Vindelov,” California Contractors' State License Board. Directory of contractors: Official directory of 

licensed contractors of California 1935-1936. Sacramento: Registrar of Contractors, Department of Professional and 

Vocational Standards, accessed April 1, 2021, Catalog Record: Directory of contractors ... Official... | HathiTrust 

Digital Library.  

https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/010306975
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/010306975
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have designed the houses he later produced without his years of employ with Wright seems 

unlikely.  

 

Different terms have been repeatedly used to describe Turner’s role in the Wrightian universe. 

“Master builder” is frequently used as is “apprentice” but, perhaps, the best way to describe 

Turner’s role on Wright jobsites is “general contractor.” That being said, the author does not take 

issue with the label “Master Builder” as it may harken back to Turner’s Danish roots. In the Danish 

language it appears that “mester” is a term appended to a profession to denote elevated status so 

perhaps “master builder” was a term first offered by Turner himself. A “master builder” is an old 

term dating back to the Middle Ages but the definition from Merriam-Webster (“a person notably 

proficient in the art of building”) certainly applies to Turner.28  Finally, the verbiage “master 

builder” seems to be cemented in the basic language of the National Register program as the old 

National Register Data Sheets from the 1970s had a space to fill in information for the architect, a 

space for the engineer, a space for the landscape architect, and a space for the “master builder”—

and the very language of National Register Criteria for Evaluation, Criterion C (the work of a 

“master”) seems to hint at the acceptance of this kind of nomenclature.  

 

Turner’s first project with Frank Lloyd Wright was the Hanna house located in Palo Alto, 

California. Indeed, the most complete accounting of Turner’s work on a Wright job is contained 

in a book that Mr. Hanna wrote about his home and the building process. Turner came to Mr. and 

Mrs. Hanna’s attention when the Hannas were looking for a general contractor. Fellow Stanford 

professor, Daniel Mendelowitz, recommended Turner as he had done some construction work for 

him.29 As Hanna explained: “While we were searching for help, Professor Daniel Mendelowitz 

recommended Harold Turner, who had supervised the construction of his very attractive home. 

We interviewed Turner and liked him.30  

 

It appears that Turner first materializes in the Frank Lloyd Wright archival universe in 1936 in the 

form of a background check document found in the Hanna house collection at Stanford University. 

Although it’s not entirely clear who commissioned this background check it reads as though it 

might have been at either the Hanna’s or at Wright’s direction. The background check document 

lists Harold and Ruth’s credit information and states the following:  

 

History: Subject is a married man approximately 49 years of age. Wife in the 

employ of San Jose State College, San Jose (Art Department). He is a building 

contractor. Wife makes a salary of $3,000 per year, his not determined. Resources: 

Bank #105 Satisfactory commercial account anintained [sic] at bank. File record 

since May 12, 1936. Subject was married in Aug., 1931 to Miss Ruth Ellen Wooster 

of San Jose. Mr. Turner is a native of Copenhagen, Denmark and is a construction 

 
28 Merriam Webster Dictionary, s.v. “Master Builder,” accessed April 2, 2021, Master Builder | Definition of Master 

Builder by Merriam-Webster (merriam-webster.com). 
29 Carolyn Ruddell Samuels, “Frank Lloyd Wright’s Hanna House: Recommendations for a Seismic Strengthening,” 

(master’s thesis, University of Pennsylvania, 2007), 22-23, accessed April 13, 2021, Frank Lloyd Wright's Hanna 

House: Recommendations for a Seismic Strengthening Program (upenn.edu). 
30 Paul Robert Hanna, Frank Lloyd Wright’s Hanna House: The Client’s Report (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1981), 

32. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/master%20builder
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/master%20builder
https://repository.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1495&context=hp_theses
https://repository.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1495&context=hp_theses
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engineer and building contractor by occupation. In the past has been employed by 

firms doing United States Navy contract work. We understand at the present time 

is engaged in building in the Palo Alto district and appears to be quite busy. Appears 

well regarded by those consulted locally. Wife has a permanent position with the 

State College and is also highly regarded.31  

 

With this rather invasive private-investigator type assessment complete, Turner clearly must have 

passed inspection as Wright was applied to for his opinion. The Hannas wrote to Wright, “It 

happens that Mr. Harold Turner, one of two men we are considering, is going to be in the middle 

west for the Christmas season.” The Hannas suggested that Wright invite Turner to stop at Taliesin 

for an interview. “After … the visit Turner had in Wisconsin with Wright, and with Wright’s 

approval of Turner as general contractor, the building project proceeded.”32 The “middle west” is 

likely a reference to Emporia, Kansas where Turner’s wife Ruth’s family was from and where they 

likely spent the Christmas of 1936. That Turner combined the visit to Taliesin with the visit to his 

in-laws in Kansas—separated by almost 600 miles—may speak to the real enthusiasm Turner had 

for the job proposed since the background 

check seems to indicate the Great 

Depression had not slowed his work as he 

was quite busy in Palo Alto.  

 

Mrs. Hanna later wrote: “Turner went 

with Paul [Hanna] to Taliesin and 

remained for observation and training. 

Mr. Wright directed Turner to visit several 

sites where apprentices were supervising 

construction. Turner spent time in the 

drafting room, sat in on Mr. Wright’s 

seminars, participated in discussions at 

meals, and joined in construction work 

under way at Taliesin. Wright approved 

Turner as our supervisor, and we 

employed him to commence work early in 

January, 1937.”33 

 

In January of 1937, Harold went to the 

construction site and staked out the 

foundation perimeter. An interesting note 

in the Hanna’s book concerns the payment 

Turner received: “We agreed to pay 

 
31 Hanna House Building Documentation: Documents 360062-3360122 (indexed), 1936 Jul-Dec. Vol. 2, 44, accessed 

April 12, 2021, Hanna House building documentation : Documents 360062-3360122 (indexed), 1936 Jul-Dec. 

Volume 2 - Hanna House Collection - Spotlight at Stanford.  
32 Ruddell Samuels, 22-23. 
33 Hanna, 33. 

Figure 11: Harold Turner onsite at Hanna house (Frank Lloyd 

Wright’s Hanna House: The Client’s Report, 1981). 

https://exhibits.stanford.edu/hanna-house-collection/catalog/fj094vd3074
https://exhibits.stanford.edu/hanna-house-collection/catalog/fj094vd3074
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Harold Turner $300 a month for five months. He agrees to finish the house no matter how long it 

takes. He gets no more than the $1,500 for his entire services. We keep $500 cash in his account 

so that he can pay for small items as needed. He gives us a statement each week to show the 

expenditures for that week. We work together on getting the subcontractors but they are written in 

my name. Turner personally hires and fires the day laborers and the carpenters. So far we have 

found him to be excellent.”34 In this case, it is clear that Turner was operating as the lead builder 

and the overall project manager handling both budget issues and the hiring and firing of 

subordinate staff.  

 

Turner was an innovative builder who used his vast experience to ensure the Hanna house was 

built to the highest standard. Carolyn Ruddell Samuels’ excellent thesis provides additional context 

for just how innovative Turner was while interpreting and building from Wright’s design:  

 

Wright instructed the contractor to “…build the [foundation] mat any way….” Yet, 

Wright specified the cement mat installed in two layers. The top was to be 2-inches 

thick, laid over an unspecified under mat which in turn had been laid over 4 ½ 

inches of gravel. Hanna photos and captions show that Turner strengthen the mat 

over Wright’s specifications. Over the bottom layer of gravel, the contractor laid a 

3-inch cement pad strengthened by a grid of reinforcing bars. A heavy wire mesh 

was placed on top of this bottom 3-inch mat before the top or final 3-inch mat was 

laid.35 

 

… 

 

With the Hanna construction, Wright conformed to the prevailing UBC [Universal 

Building Code] and Turner then enhanced the foundation strength over what Wright 

had specified in the “Instructions to the Contractor.” The many Hanna construction 

photos demonstrate Turner’s workmanship and job site supervision.36 

 

… 

 

…Turner chose to construct the foundation, retaining walls and central chimney 

tower to a greater strength by incorporating reinforcing bars…. Turner constructed 

the foundations to conform with the yet to be published 1937 UBC and possibly to 

a higher standard than was required by the prevailing 1935 UBC. With no Santa 

Clara County, San Mateo County or even Palo Alto City building inspections 

required until 1947, a less ethical contractor might have chosen to construct the 

1937 foundation in a less expensive and time-consuming manner. The Hanna 

photographs illustrate that Turner had experience and knowledge to increase the 

foundation strength over the 1938 Specification Documents for Building Materials 

 
34 Hanna, 49-50. 
35 Ruddell Samuels, 29. 
36 Ruddell Samuels, 80. 



43 

 

and Construction requirements. Turner’s good workmanship is evidenced in these 

high standards.37 

 

Turner’s ability to see that Wright’s specifications, pulled from the UBC, were not adequate for 

the foundation speaks to his deep knowledge of engineering principles. Even with the added 

foundation strength Turner installed, the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake severely damaged the 

house, but Turner’s additional reinforcements above the UBC code requirements may have been 

a factor in keeping the house standing during the tremors.  

 

Once the Hanna house was finished in 1938, Turner found himself in demand on other Wright 

designed jobs. Turner would spend the next six years traveling the country from job to job as he 

constructed some of the most difficult and complex residential architectural designs of the mid-

century. Ruddell Samuels succinctly concludes, “The relationship between Wright and Turner 

continued after the Hannas’ home was completed. Harold Turner, over the course of the next six 

years, went on to build a number of houses with Wright including the 1938 Rehbuhn House of 

Great Neck, Long Island. While a skeptic might argue that each was simply looking to their next 

paycheck, Turner’s six-year career with Wright indicated a level of trust between the two men and 

a mutual confidence in each other’s skills and talent.”38 

 

Looking back on the process the Hannas stated, “We were fortunate in our choice of a foreman. 

Without Harold Turner, our house might never have been built.”39 The complexity of Wright’s 

design and the engineering challenges it presented likely utilized all of Turner’s accumulated skills 

in construction, joinery, and engineering. It was a rare builder who could interpret, direct, and 

complete these highly complex “honeycomb” Usonians and Turner executed not one but two of 

them (the other being the Wall house in Plymouth, Michigan). It seems likely that the Hanna house 

was formative experience for Turner and the designs he later produced on his own show 

similarities in style including the angled walls and cypress wall finishes.    

 

Turner spent much of 1938 at work on the Rebhuhn house in Great Neck, New York. Based on 

the Columbia Avery Archive correspondence index it seems as though the house presented some 

challenges or troubles due to the sheer volume of correspondence pertaining to the Rebhuhn house. 

By November of 1939 the correspondence list from the Columbia Avery Archive seems to indicate 

that Turner was beginning to transition to the quad-plex home commissioned by the Tod Company 

in Ardmore, Pennsylvania. Turner spent much of 1939 in Ardmore building the four-unit “Suntop” 

home as it was called. The correspondence list from the Columbia Avery Archive shows 25 pieces 

of correspondence regarding the Suntop homes beginning in 1938 and ending in 1940 indicating 

Turner was likely fairly busy with that job for much of 1939. 

 

In 1939 Turner was onsite in East Lansing, Michigan anticipating building several Wright 

designed homes for a group of Michigan State University professors. This was intended to be the 

“Usonia I” Wright-planned community but, because of funding issues, the only house that ended 

 
37 Ruddell Samuels, 81-82. 
38 Ruddell Samuels, 80-81.  
39 Hanna, 77. 
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up being constructed was the Goetsch-Winkler house. A few months later, in 1940, Turner began 

work on the Goetsch-Winkler house which is an “in-line” Usonian, meaning that the axis of the 

house is a straight line (see Figure 12). The house is strongly low and horizontal and the entrance 

is tucked into the back of the rectangular carport. Like most Usonians, the kitchen and bedrooms 

are small, and the living and dining areas are one continuous space. Turner’s earliest designs on 

his own would bear some resemblance to “in line” Usonians like the Goetsch-Winkler house.  

 

While constructing the house, Wright learned about an alternation Turner had made to his design 

and wrote an angry missive to Turner about it:  

 

It is a great disappointment to me to find that you have taken liberties with the 

practical side of my little design for the Goetsch and Winkler girls. You know what 

the liberties are without my going into detail. Nor would any explanation of my 

resentment clear anything up. There is something in you I don’t understand that is 

dangerous to the results I am trying to get. The fact that this is not evident to those 

ignorant of my intentions does not matter to me. When you have finished the house 

I will send someone to bring it back to as near as I can [illegible] it to my design. It 

will cost me several hundred dollars to do it as I certainly can’t expect to take it out 

of them. It is for this reason that I don’t care to head into anything like this in the 

East where it matters more. 

 

I am sorry that we missed the bus-- 

     Frank Lloyd Wright 

     August 19th, 194040  

 

In speaking with Mrs. Juras this letter may have been prompted by a practical design change Turner 

made to the floor of the Goetsch-Winkler house: “…Wright wanted to put slats in the kitchen floor 

so that dirt could just be swept down under the house. Dad adjusted that design because he thought 

a woman wearing heels could break their leg or the heel of their shoe if it got caught in the gap. 

Mr. Wright was NOT happy.”41 According to Mrs. Juras’s recollection, it seems clear her father 

had a strong design sense and was confident enough in that conviction to alter Wright’s designs 

when needed. The two instances recounted here (over-engineering the foundation of the Hanna 

house above Wright’s specifications and removing the slatted floor in the Goetsch-Winkler house) 

are likely not the only instances of Tuner altering things he thought were impractical or poorly 

designed or specified.  

 

Once the correspondence from the Columbia Avery archive is accessible it seems likely more 

instances of Wright’s grievances toward Turner for these kinds of alterations will be found. From 

the start Turner had a clear vision of the work he thought appropriate and the design elements he 

thought impractical—and by this point Turner had more than 25 years of experience in the building 

and engineering industries. This strong design vision, backed up by a mastery of carpentry and 

engineering, is evidenced in the houses Turner began designing and building himself just a few 

 
40 Letter from Frank Lloyd Wright to Harold Turner, 1940, from Donna Juras’s personal collection.  
41 Donna Juras, interview by author, via email, February 1, 2021. 
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years later. Turner’s willingness to alter Wright’s designs and specifications—in every case 

recounted it was for sound reasoning, based on engineering principles or design practicalities—

may have been a contributing factor in the parting of ways between the men.  

 

It is possible Turner also built the Newman house in Okemos, Michigan as well. Located at 4565 

Hawthorne Lane, Okemos, MI the house bears some resemblance to the Goetsch-Winkler house. 

Wright drew up plans for the Sidney Newman and his family, but the Avery Archive and Taliesin 

both indicate this was an unbuilt project. Professor of Art History at Michigan State University, 

Susan J. Bandes, has studied the house but was unable to reach a definitive conclusion as to 

whether the house that was built was Wright designed (and extensively altered) or the work of 

another designer. Regardless, Professor Bandes believes Turner was involved in the building or 

creation of the house. She will be publishing her findings on this in the upcoming expanded edition 

of her book Mid-Michigan Modern: From Frank Lloyd Wright to Googie (2021). 

 

After the snafu at the Goetsch-Winkler house, Turner and Wright must have patched things up to 

some degree as Turner was then dispatched to Ogden Dunes, Indiana in 1940 to supervise the 

construction of the Armstrong house. The 1940 census reports that Turner was living on Shore 

Drive with the Armstrong family in Ogden Dunes, Indiana. Turner was, of course, on site because 

he was overseeing the construction of the Armstrong’s home at 43 Cedar Trail Drive. The 

Armstrong house is a “diagonal Usonian” according to Sergeant’s classification system. Diagonal 

Usonians feature an L/T plan with some kind of diagonal element incorporated into the linear L/T 

plan. In the Armstrong house, the diagonal element is the carport while in the Wright-designed 

Manson house it’s the carport and two walls in the living room.  

 

The Armstrong house features many elements that Turner would later incorporate into his own 

designs: angular walls, a carport with a recessed main entry, a centrally placed, angular fireplace 

and a radiant floor heating system—but he would take the diagonal element much further than 

Wright did in these “diagonal Usonians.” If Goetsch-Winkler is an inspiration for the very first 

Figure 12: Wright designed Goetsch-Winkler House (Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation, 1939). 
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houses Turner designed, the Armstrong house may be the closest, stylistically, to the designs he 

would produce at the height of his career as an independent designer. While there are items from 

Wright designs that Turner utilized in his own designs (the carport, the radiant floor heating) the 

execution of his mature designs (those he designed in the mid-to-late 1950s like 6355 

Meadowwood, 1470 Clarendon, 1475 Lone Pine, etc.) bear little resemblance to Armstrong or to 

the other diagonal Usonians like Panshin or Manson houses in plan. Turner was also responsible 

for building the Christie house in New Jersey in 1940. 

 

In 1941 it appears as though Turner was working simultaneously on the Affleck house in 

Bloomfield Hills and the Wall house in Plymouth, Michigan. The Affleck house is an L/T shaped 

Usonian (Wright scholar John Sergeant calls these L- and T-shaped homes “polliwog” style 

Usonians but the author will simply refer to them as L/T Usonians for clarity) that is built over a 

ravine. The entry loggia has an open well that provides a view down to a stream below.42 The 

carpentry work on display in the Affleck house is superb with Sergeant commenting:  

 

The whole house is a tour-de-force and monument to Harold Turner’s art. The 

cypress work is not so much akin to mill work as to cabinet making since all the 

board walls are lapped, the plywood cores are inclined, and the 12 by 1 in cypress 

boards are specially milled to chamfer and overlap. The skill required to construct 

corners and door frames (complete with lapped doors) all with mitered joints and 

two-way slopes, can be imagined.43 

 

The Wall house in Plymouth, Michigan was the second hexagon plan house Turner executed for 

Wright. After the Wall house was finished in 1941, the Avery correspondence list indicates that 

Turner and Wright wrote over fifteen letters in 1942 with several more dated in early-mid 1943. 

The sheer volume of letters from 1942 indicates that Turner was probably at work on another 

Wright project although it is not clear what that project might have been. Most of these letters are 

classified by the Avery as “Office” but two—one dated November 19, 1941 and one dated June 3, 

1943 are classified as “Personal.” Perhaps these letters shed insight into why, after 1942, it appears 

that Turner ceased building Wright-designed homes. 

 

The professional relationship between Turner and Wright ended in the mid-1940s. After 1945 there 

were only four additional pieces of correspondence, three from 1950 and one from 1954. 

Additionally, as will be discussed below, by 1944, Harold Turner had begun designing and 

building houses on his own, making it increasingly unlikely that he would continue working for 

Wright. Tantalizingly there is a piece of correspondence in the Avery Archive from Alfred B. 

Parker to Wright’s assistant Eugene Masselink that is catalogued with the subject line of “Harold 

Turner.” Gaining copies of these pieces of correspondence are critical to telling the full story of 

Harold Turner’s time in Wright’s employ. 

 
42  Kathryn Bishop Eckert, “Gregor S. and Elizabeth B. Affleck House,” Society of Architectural Historians 

Archipedia, accessed April 12, 2021, Gregor S. and Elizabeth B. Affleck House | SAH ARCHIPEDIA (sah-

archipedia.org). 
43 John Sergeant, Frank Lloyd Wright’s Usonian Houses: The Case for Organic Architecture, (New York, NY: Watson 

Guptill Publications, 1984), 70. 

https://sah-archipedia.org/buildings/MI-01-OK3
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Without having the correspondence, it is difficult to analyze Turner’s relationship with Wright, 

but it must be surmised that the experience building these complex, cutting edge, and artistic 

houses had a deep impact on Turner. Indeed, the houses Turner would later design himself show 

all the hallmarks of Wright’s influence. Although Turner provided a valuable service to Wright 

and Wright’s clients, Turner himself gained a masterclass education in architectural design, taught 

by one of American’s most influential architects, while doing so.  

 

Organic and Usonian Architecture  

 

The term organic architecture was coined by Frank Lloyd Wright but with his notoriously cryptic 

communication style it can be difficult to articulate a good definition from his own writings. 

Amongst Wright experts, organic architecture is generally viewed as the idea that a building 

should be designed in a way that seeks to unify space, both interior and exterior, and that each 

building should be especially tailored to the particular build site. Further, utilizing unaltered 

natural materials is often seen as pillar of organic architecture as is drawing inspiration from 

natural forms and motifs.44  

 

Wright was intent upon promoting this organic philosophy—although he struggled to fully 

articulate exactly what it was over many years of speaking and writing on the subject—amongst 

his students and the wider public. Wright wanted organic architecture to be a source of 

inspiration for other architects and designers.45 Thus, although Wright may be viewed as the 

progenitor of this style of architecture, he was by no means the only practitioner.  

 

Wright once said in an interview, “I’d like to have architecture that belongs where you see it 

standing. That is a grace to the landscape instead of a disgrace. Where everyone has room, peace, 

comfort, and every establishment would be appropriate to every man.”46 This is a broad, wide 

ranging philosophy but it might be said to have several guiding principles. Although not an 

authoritative list, the following principles help articulate what organic architecture seeks to 

accomplish: 

 

• The site should enhance the building and the building should enhance the site. The site 

dictates the form of the building. 

• Materials are not disguised. Rather than paint and drywall, materials like stone, natural 

wood, and copper and brass are common features of Wright designed buildings. 

• Form and function are one. To Wright, the site, the client’s needs, the materials, the 

space, must all unite to form one cohesive whole.47  

 

 
44 Stuart Graff, Organic Architecture and the Sustaining Ecosystem, FrankLloydWright.org, accessed March 24, 2021,  

Organic Architecture and the Sustaining Ecosystem | Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation.  
45 “Wright – Organic Architecture,” FLWright.org, accessed March 24, 2021, Wright-Organic-Architecture.pdf 

(flwright.org).  
46 Frank Lloyd Wright, directed by Ken Burns, Public Broadcasting Service, 1998. 
47 “Wright – Organic Architecture,” FLWright.org, accessed March 24, 2021, Wright-Organic-Architecture.pdf 

(flwright.org). 

https://franklloydwright.org/organic-architecture-and-the-sustaining-ecosystem/
https://www.flwright.org/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Wright-Organic-Architecture.pdf
https://www.flwright.org/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Wright-Organic-Architecture.pdf
https://www.flwright.org/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Wright-Organic-Architecture.pdf
https://www.flwright.org/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Wright-Organic-Architecture.pdf
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These principles are readily observable in Wright’s architecture, especially his Usonian 

architecture. Frank Lloyd Wright’s Usonian architecture was his answer to housing the general 

populace while still embracing the principles of his organic architectural philosophy. How Usonian 

and organic architecture relate is perhaps best described by noted Wright scholar John Sergeant. 

“Usonia was his name for the reformed American society that he tried for the last 25 years to bring 

about. 'Organic' referred to the way in which this change was going to occur. Ultimately both 

spring from Wright’s deep conviction that a culture or an individual should proceed integrally from 

its core or roots, 'out of the ground and into the light.'”48 Indeed, Usonian and organic architecture 

came to mean nearly the same thing to Wright.49  

 

But while Wright espoused a philosophy rooted in designing buildings in harmony with nature and 

with man, he often rigidly stamped his buildings with his own notions of space planning and how 

it should be used. He obsessively designed furniture and fixtures and mandated how clients ought 

to use their space. Tales of his obsessive vision are commonplace: at one house party thrown by 

his client, Wright was aghast to find the furniture in the dining had been moved from his original 

arrangement—he promptly dragged the furniture back into place while the hostess watched.50 

Moreover, installing built-in couches, shelves, desks, and other pieces of furniture seemed to pre-

empt this usurpation of his vision: after all, nothing stops an enterprising housewife from 

rearranging the furniture like building it into the structure itself. Built in furniture can be seen as a 

way to control his design vision long after he relinquished the keys to the client. Indeed, architect 

and designer Maya Lin has said this: “He can be very overbearing. Because you walk into one of 

his houses and you have to live in his head. You have to live in his imagination. It’s in the 

furnishings that you get this idea of how much control he demanded of the people who were to 

live in his homes.”51 

 

As explained by Sergeant, key architectural elements of Usonian homes include carports, non-

symmetrical fireplaces, unique assemblies (step-back soffits and clerestory windows, among other 

features), fixed glazing, and a high level of finish detail.52 Additional Usonian attributes include 

board and batten walls, use of a planning grid, and in-floor radiant heat. As will be discussed in 

detail below, Turner’s homes included many of these features—radiant heat floors and carports 

were especially favored by Turner. Turner was thus an organic and Usonian designer, but he 

removed much of the ego from the design calculus. Unlike Wright, substantial built-in furniture is 

not a common feature in Turner-designed homes—although cabinets and drawers are fairly 

common, the author is only aware of one home that includes a built-in couch (1470 Clarendon) 

and even then, the original drawing the author had access to does not show the built-in couch on 

the floorplan. Further, the couch in 1470 Clarendon is not in the main living space but is tucked 

out of the way in a “listening room” where a couch is virtually guaranteed to be in demand. In this 

sense, Turner’s houses are perhaps a better expression of unity between man, nature, and space 

given that the space is not pre-determined with permanent furniture. Turner clients, unlike owners 

 
48 Sergeant, 16. 
49 Sergeant, 16. 
50 Frank Lloyd Wright, directed by Ken Burns, Public Broadcasting Service, 1998. 
51 Ibid.  
52 Sergeant, 91-94. 
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of Wright-designed homes, can genuinely use their space in different ways, at different times 

depending on their own needs and desires, furniture moves and all. There is a more client-centric, 

fluidity of space in Turner designs than in Wright’s and, on a metaphysical level, this imbues the 

space with a lighter, less heavy-handed feeling. 

 

Wright wanted to unify space to simplify life and he did this by creating large, multipurpose rooms 

and by combining indoor and outdoor living with the extensive use of large format glass. Although 

some were larger than others, there are guiding principles that Wright used when designing 

Usonian houses: closed façade to the public road, sub-floor radiant heat (boiler), and small kitchens 

and bedroom.53 As Turner exclusively built Usonian homes for Frank Lloyd Wright, it comes as 

no surprise that all of these features are prominent in Turner’s own designs.  

 

Wright and Turner had much in common. Neither man was academically trained in architecture, 

both were extremely talented in their respective fields, had complicated personal lives, and had an 

artistic sensibility that permeated their lives at every level. Where Wright loved music and 

designed furnishing and stained-glass for his clients, Turner’s second and third wives were both 

artists and he himself was an avid sculptor in his later years, teaching sculpting at Birmingham 

Bloomfield Art Center in the 1960s.  

 

Like many other Wright protégés Turner designed homes that bear the unmistakable stamp of the 

Wrightian-organic mold. Much like Wright himself and fellow Wright protégé David Henken—

who spearheaded and designed much of the “Usonia, New York” community in Mount Pleasant, 

New York54—Turner was a man who had no formal degree or training in architecture but who 

later designed magnificent mid-century houses based upon his tutelage with Wright.  

 

Wright, for his part seemed to view Turner as one of the best builders in his arsenal of men, stating 

in his autobiography, “…I realize that my proximity to the work done is more than ever essential. 

This is not likely soon to change except as I have in time trained good builders myself. The 

Fellowship should now have several such, and will soon have more like Harold Turner and Ben 

Wiltscheck.”55 It’s perhaps the ego in Wright that prompted him to believe that he “taught” Turner 

how to build when it’s clear that Turner was already a master builder at the onset of the Hanna 

job—it is unlikely he could have completed such a complicated job if he was not. Furthermore, 

any training Turner received while working on the Hanna job wasn’t from Wright’s own tutelage, 

but rather, was a self-taught exercise drawing upon Turner’s own accumulated knowledge of 

building and engineering and applying those skills to the complicated drawings Wright had 

produced. Wright did not teach Turner how to build, but Turner undoubtedly received a first-class 

education in architectural design by building Wright’s houses through to completion.   

 

1945 to 1960: Harold Turner in Michigan and Organic Homes, Inc.  
 

 
53 Ruddell Samuels, 24.  
54 Scott Riklin, “Usonia Community Remembers Its Past,” New York Times, August 30, 1981. 
55 Frank Lloyd Wright, Frank Lloyd Wright: An Autobiography, (New York, NY: Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 1943), 

450. 
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The critical history of how, exactly when, and why Turner departed from Wright is unknown, 

however, Mrs. Juras speculates that by the late 1940s, after Turner’s marriage to her mother Laura 

(nee Platte)— Turner and Laura were married in 1948 in Mexico56—her father wanted to work on 

building his own designs. It seems likely that the itinerant lifestyle Turner had adopted in order to 

travel to the various Wright build sites was also a contributing factor. Turner was 56 in 1948 when 

he married Laura and with two small children to raise, moving around the country was likely more 

difficult. 

 

While working in Bloomfield Hills in 1941 to build the Wright-designed Gregor Affleck house, 

Turner regularly drove from the build site to the Devon Gables Restaurant in nearby Bloomfield 

Township. It was there that he met the proprietor, Laura May (nee Platte) who would later become 

his third wife.57 As Mrs. Juras recollects, her mother Laura asked Turner to design a house for her 

on property she owned on the shores of Gilbert Lake. Over lunch at the Devon Gables, as they 

discussed and planed the house, the pair fell in love.58 In later years, Turner would go on to design 

significant additions and interior spaces for the Devon Gables Inn, pictured below in Figure 13. 

 

By 1944 it appears that Turner 

had begun working on a home 

for his soon-to-be-wife Laura 

located just off Telegraph 

Road in Bloomfield 

Township. Tax assessment 

rolls show the value of the 

property at 5403 Telegraph at 

$6,000 in 1943, $12,000 in 

1945, and $15,200 in 1947 

with a notation from the 

assessor indicating the 

property was “unfinished” in 

1947 when assessed. 59  The 

property at 5403 Telegraph 

was likely finished sometime in 1947 but after the assessment, because the assessed value in 1950 

and 1952 assessment was also noted as $15,200. The house and property at 5403 telegraph was 

known locally as Devon Acres and Harold ran a small hobby farm there following Wright’s ideas, 

“canning his own produce, running a cold and freezer room, and ultimately employing Japanese 

prisoners of war.”60 

 

 
56 Harold and Laura Turner marriage certificate, 1948, accessed April 12, 2021, www.ancestry.com.   
57 Laura May Platte was married several times before meeting Turner and her last name changed accordingly and thus, 

for clarity, I refer to her as Laura or Laura Turner throughout the text. She was initially married to Phillip Connelly 

(Laura May Connelly) and then to Merrill Hovey (Laura May Hovey).   
58 Donna Juras, interview by author, via email, February 1, 2021. 
59  Bloomfield Township, 1944-1952 tax assessment rolls for 5403 Telegraph Road, accessed April 12, 2021, 

Bloomfield Twp, MI - History.  
60 Sergeant, 119. 

Figure 13: Devon Gables Inn, notice the cypress paneling and slate floors 

(www.Flickr.com, undated). 

http://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.bloomfieldtwp.org/Living-in-Bloomfield/History.aspx#Rolls
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In 1947 Turner also designed and completed a 

retirement cottage for his in-laws Edna and Edward 

Hargrave (Laura’s sister was Edna) just south of Grand 

Rapids in Alto, Michigan (see Figure 14). Called 

“Thornapple Cottage” the small house (just over 1,200 

square feet) is perched on a steep hill overlooking the 

Thornapple River.61 Perched on an embankment above 

a stream, the wooded lot and general topography are 

reminiscent of many sites that Wright’s clients bought. 

The house is a long and low, small cottage with cypress 

paneling.  

 

In discussing Thornapple Cottage, noted western Michigan architectural historian Pam 

Vanderploeg wrote:  

 

Noted architectural historian Henry Russell Hitchcock wrote, in the 1948 issue of 

Architectural Forum focusing on the work of Frank Lloyd Wright, that Wright’s 

important building concepts included radiant heating, the strong relationship 

between interior and exterior, big living rooms and commodious fireplaces and the 

open plan, saying that a great Usonian house is always hungry for ground lives by 

it…becoming an integral feature of it.  Although the Turner House is compact, it’s 

design is based on many of these principles, and as Jessup writing in the Grand 

Rapids Herald stated, the design follows the “organic style of architecture 

advocated by Frank Lloyd Wright.62 

 

 

Turner’s marriage to Laura in 1948, the pair began subdividing the land that Laura had acquired 

during the Great Depression.63 Laura owned property at Telegraph Road near Quarton and at the 

corner of Telegraph and Long Lake in Bloomfield Township. Sometime in the late 1940s Harold 

and Laura formed the corporation, Organic Homes, Inc. Harold was the president, a man named 

Roger Berlin was Vice President and Laura was listed as the Secretary and Treasurer.  

 

In 1949 Laura and Harold, Roger Berlin, and another couple, the Kuhns, subdivided the property 

at Telegraph in Quarton and named the new neighborhood “Devon on the Lake” given that the 

property directly abutted Gilbert Lake (see Figure 15). As mentioned above, Laura and Harold’s 

personal residence was located on Telegraph, just north of the “Devon on the Lake” subdivision. 

There were 15 lots in the original Devon on the Lake plat and Harold began building houses almost 

 
61 Jim Harger, “’Usonian’ Cottage by Frank Lloyd Wright’s master builder remains intact along Thornapple River,” 

MLive, April 3, 2019, accessed April 12, 2021, 'Usonian' cottage by Frank Lloyd Wright's master builder remains 

intact along Thornapple River - mlive.com 
62 Henry Russell Hitchcock, quoted in Pam VanderPloeg, “Usonian Thornapple River House – 1947-1948,” West 

Michigan Modern, accessed April 12, 2021, www.wmmodern.com.  
63 Donna Juras, interview by author, via email, February 1, 2021. 

Figure 14: 7510 Valhalla Drive, Alto, MI 

(www.MLive.com, undated). 

https://www.mlive.com/business/west-michigan/2014/11/usonian_cottage_by_frank_lloyd.html
https://www.mlive.com/business/west-michigan/2014/11/usonian_cottage_by_frank_lloyd.html
http://www.wmmodern.com/
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immediately with 5495 Shadow Lane and 5490 Shadow Lane both being completed in 1950. In 

1951 4040 Overlea just across the street from the house houses on Shadow Lane was completed.  

 

 

Harold also presumably built 4090 Overlea Court in 1950-1951 given that a Detroit Free Press 

article indicates that Organic Homes, Inc. was the builder, but the same article states that the house 

was designed by Roger Berlin.64 Berlin’s specific connection to the Devon on the Lake property 

is unknown but Berlin ran a metal fabricating shop (Roger Berlin Incorporated) in Detroit, 

supplying parts for the automotive and architectural industries.65  Berlin was reportedly a “genius 

at improvisation” and apparently took on the design duties for the house at 4090 Overlea Court.66 

Although Berlin was credited by the Detroit Free Press as the designer of the house—and the house 

appears, from aerial view photos, uniquely shaped in comparison to the rest of Turner’s designs—

it seems likely that Turner played a role in the design in some capacity given his prior experiences 

building and designing other homes. The interior photos included in the 1951 article show pecky 

cypress interiors, a prominent brick fireplace, and angled walls with floor to ceiling windows. 

Radiant heat was also utilized in the home, set into concrete floors. Both because this home was 

 
64 “Organic House,” Detroit Free Press, June 17, 1951. 
65 Jody Clowes, Metalsmith and Mentors: Fred Fenster and Eleanor Moty at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 

(Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press, 2007), 15.  
66 F. Jack Hurley, Fred Fenster: Function and Ceremony in Pewter and Silver, Ganoksin, accessed April 10, 2021, 

Fred Fenster: Function and Ceremony in Pewter and Silver - Ganoksin Jewelry Making Community  

Figure 15: Devon on the Lake original plat (Michigan LARA database, 1949). 

https://www.ganoksin.com/article/fred-fenster-function-ceremony-pewter-silver/
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likely built by Turner and because it bears so many hallmarks of his design, it is being included in 

the survey here.  

 

Incidentally, the house located at 4000 Overlea, built in 1951, could not be conclusively linked to 

Turner or Berlin but it seems more likely it was designed by Berlin given that a 1956 advertisement 

in the Detroit Free Press stated that “a most unique organic contemporary, 210 feet of superb lake 

frontage, designed and built by Roger Berlin” was for sale.67  An address isn’t given in this 

advertisement but the only two houses directly on Gilbert Lake circa 1956 were 4040 Overlea 

Court and 4000 Overlea Court. 4040 Overlea 

Court was assuredly designed by Turner as the 

original drawings by Turner still exist and thus 

4000 Overlea is likely the house being 

advertised. Additionally, Mrs. Juras and Mrs. 

Milburn have no recollection of Turner designing 

the house at 4000 Overlea.   

 

Also completed in 1950, Harold also designed 

and built a house for Lawrence and Ann 

Mullenniex at 3960 Mystic Valley Drive. Mystic 

Valley Drive was located just west of the Devon 

Gables restaurant and the Mullenniex family 

apparently co-owned this land with Laura 

Turner. In 1952 Laura and the Mullenniexs subdivided the land just west of the Devon Gables 

restaurant (see Figure 17), including Mystic Valley Drive, and called the plat “Devon Gables.” 

Harold would later design two more houses in this subdivision (3791 W. Pemberton in 1954 and 

3755 W. Pemberton in 1956).  

 
67 “Gilbert Lake,” Detroit Free Press, November 18, 1956. 

Figure 16: 1974 Aerial Image showing 4050 Overlea at top 

left, 4040 Overlea at top right, 4045 Overlea at lower left, 

5490 Shadow Lane at lower middle, and 5495 Shadow Lane 

at lower right (AccessOakland.gov, 1974). 

Figure 17: Devon Gables Inn (J. Marshall, undated). 
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Based upon tax assessment rolls, Turner did not build on speculation, but rather, he was hired to 

design and build the houses by individual owners. This is generally proved out by analyzing the 

Overlea Court and Shadow Lane houses in Cluster 4 in Bloomfield Township—called Devon on 

the Lake subdivision. Devon on the Lake was originally platted in 1949 and contained 15 lots. The 

Bloomfield Township municipal webpage has tax rolls for 1948-1952 digitized and by comparing 

the “cash values assessed” in these rolls a clearer picture of Turner’s build process is readily 

evident. In 1950 only two lots had houses built upon them: Lot 3 – 5495 Shadow Lane and Lot 4 

– 5490 Shadow Lane. By 1952 the tax assessment rolls show three additional homes had been 

built: Lot 1 – 4000 Overlea Court, Lot 8 – 4090 Overlea Court, and Lot 12 – 4040 Overlea Court. 

Because of the measured nature of the construction, it seems clear Turner was building these homes 

for individual owners and not building the whole subdivision at once, on speculation.68   

 

From 1956 to 1957 Harold Turner designed 

and built eight homes and these two years 

may be considered the zenith of his career. 

The eight homes are: 6325 Meadowwood, 

6355 Meadowwood, and 6297 

Meadowwood, all in Grand Blanc, and 4050 

Overlea Court, 1470 Clarendon, 3755 W. 

Pemberton, and 1387 Club Drive all in 

Bloomfield Township along with 29997 

Briarbank Court in Southfield. All eight 

homes display the diagonal style 

characteristic of his “mature style” with 

radiant heat floors used in most homes (6355 

Meadowwood originally had two forced air 

units), pecky cypress, angled prow-like 

windows, interior planters, and slate floors. 

In 1958 Turner built 1475 Lone Pine which 

has these same characteristics. The current 

homeowner of 1387 Club Drive believes her 

house is the same as 6325 Meadowwood so there is a chance Turner reused his designs—from 

aerial imagery they appear nearly identical. It also appears that 6297 Meadowwood may be very 

similar or the same as 4040 Overlea Court. 1387 Club Drive is pictured in 1963 in Figure 18. 

 

The three houses on Meadowwood in Grand Blanc were constructed between 1956 and 1957. How 

Turner ended up building these three houses, so far removed from his other jobs, is unknown. Two 

houses across the lake, 6261 Westview Drive and 6223 Westview Drive, appear to have striking 

similarities to Turner’s mature designs. The current owner of 6355 Meadowwood had heard from 

a local contractor that a “test house” had been built across the lake from the three houses on 

Meadowwood. Supposedly, the men who were building the three houses on Meadowwood lived 

in the “test house” while construction was ongoing. However, the build dates reported by the Grand 

 
68 John Marshall provided valuable insight and analysis of the tax assessment rolls and I’m grateful for his help on 

this.  

Figure 18: 1387 Club Drive (AccessOakland.gov, 1963). 
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Blanc assessor’s office for both houses on Westview are later than the build date of all three 

Meadowwood houses. Whether the “test house” was a proving ground for inexperienced 

construction workers or was simply intended to house the workers is unknown. Neither house 

could be confirmed as a Turner-designed home. These two houses are included in the 

“Undetermined” category as they will require more investigation to determine whether they are 

the rumored “test house.”   

 

In 1958 Turner built 1475 Lone Pine in Bloomfield Township and followed it with 1539 Lochridge 

in 1960. Both homes feature a diagonal floorplan and extensive use of slate and cypress. 1475 

Lone Pine has radiant heat in the slate floors, a planter bed that extends from the interior to the 

exterior (separated only by the glass of the floor-to-ceiling window, see Figure 20) and pecky 

cypress interior paneling. 1539 Lochridge sits on a hill overlooking Lower Long Lake and is 

situated so well in its landscape it appears almost as a natural growth from the land (see Fig. 19). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Turner also built two 

houses in Canada on 

Wasaga Beach in Ontario 

(see Figure 21). Located at 

344 and 346 Shore Lane 

these houses were not 

investigated for this 

survey and the build dates 

are unknown. That being 

said, Mrs. Juras did 

confirm her father built 

344 Shore Lane for their 

close family friend 

William White and she 

also remembered her 

father building the house next door, but she had no other memories about that house. 

Figure 20: 1475 Lone Pine indoor/outdoor 

planter (C. Talley, 2021) 
Figure 19: 1539 Lochridge landscaping (E. 

Steele, 2011). 

Figure 21: 344 and 346 Shore Lane, Wasaga Beach, Ontario (Google Earth, 2021).            
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1960 to 1974: Later Life 

 

Based upon the build dates of the houses that have been identified, Turner was winding down his 

business by the early 1960s. Turner was 68 years old in 1960 and after retirement his daughter 

Mrs. Juras indicated that he began teaching sculpting lessons at the Birmingham Bloomfield Art 

Center.  The Birmingham Bloomfield Art Center acquired their new building located at 1516 S. 

Cranbrook, Birmingham, Michigan in 1961. 69   As Turner was teaching there, he offered to 

redesign the space, which had been a sewage treatment plant, into new facilities for the Art 

Center.70 Little is known about this redesign, what it looked like, or whether any of the 1961 design 

still remains today.  

 

Although mostly retired by the early 1960s, Turner designed and built at least one house past 1960: 

4045 Overlea Court. This house was commissioned by Robert Lee McComb for his family in 

1965.71 Robert McComb was a builder in Bloomfield Hills who did a lot of work with Turner. The 

lot on Overlea Court was given to McComb by Turner in appreciation for all their shared work 

together. After receiving the lot, Robert McComb had Turner design a home for his family. The 

building of 4045 Overlea Court was a family affair. Robert McComb oversaw the construction 

while Robert McComb’s father, Lee Frank McComb, a master stonemason, also contributed to the 

build process. Incidentally, the fruits of Lee McComb’s masonry work are found in Turner’s house 

at 5403 Telegraph, in the grounds around that house, at Cranbrook, and at many other Turner-

designed houses. 72  Robert McComb’s daughter, Robin Milburn, who owns the house today, 

remembers how Harold and Laura would often walk over to the house while it was being built. 

She remembers that Harold was, by this time, quite elderly but that he was still so attentive to the 

building process is perhaps a testament to the way he worked during the height of his design/build 

career. Donna Juras also mentioned that her father was highly involved on the job sites and, being 

that this might have been the last of his houses that was constructed, it is no wonder he was onsite 

so often even if he was too old to do the work himself.73  

 

The McComb house bears all the classic Turner design elements: pecky cypress paneling, angled 

walls, and slate floors with radiant heat. Robin remembers growing up in the house and how Turner 

insisted they plant a rubber tree—it was planted in a large planter in the living room. Robin’s 

mother dutifully bought a rubber tree (or may have been gifted the tree by Turner) and planted it 

in 1965. As of this writing, in 2021, the rubber tree is still in the house, thriving. Robin mentioned 

that the foundation is open below the planter so that the foliage planted there could fully root below 

the frost line. Due to the strong familial connection with its design and construction Robin has 

ensured the house at 4045 Overlea Court will remain in the Milburn family for the next generation.  

 
69 Marsha Miro, “Volunteers Add Art to Communities,” Detroit Free Press, October 2, 1980.  
70 Donna Juras, interview by author, via email, February 1, 2021.  
71 Robin Milburn, interview by author, via phone, March 28, 2021. 
72 Robin Milburn, interview by author, via phone, March 28, 2021.  
73 Donna Juras, interview by author, via email, February 1, 2021.  
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In 1967 Laura sold the Devon Gables Inn restaurant to Herb Craw who was a part owner of the 

competing Fox and Hounds restaurant.74 Harold Turner passed away on February 16, 1974 at the 

age of 81 and Laura Turner passed away a few years later on March 14, 1981. After the death of 

Harold and Laura, the 

house at 5403 Telegraph 

was sold. It is no longer 

owned by the Turner 

family.  

 

Harold Turner left a 

legacy of finely 

designed and built 

houses in Michigan and, 

although they are few in 

number, they are 

excellent local examples 

of organic contemporary 

design that are highly 

sought after in Southeast 

Michigan. With little 

more than a decade to 

craft his own architectural legacy, Turner produced a body of work that encapsulated Wright’s 

organic architectural philosophy while still carving a distinct style of his own. These homes are 

reminiscent of Wright but, to the trained eye, they could not be confused for his work.  

 

Harold Turner’s designs are at once flexible and open while still providing distinct spaces for 

household tasks with none of the rigidity found in Wright’s organic Usonians. Harold dispensed 

with large built-in sofas and jettisoned low ceilings by pushing up the roofs of his homes to 

incorporate huge panes of glass, creating space for the imagination and room for the soul.   These 

homes blend and blur the line between indoor and outdoor with their continuous indoor/outdoor 

slate patios and indoor/outdoor planter beds.  

 

In reviewing Turner’s body of work and in walking through these homes, with their warm slate 

floors and soaring glass walls and the abundant greenery, they are the kind of spaces that evoke 

strong emotional feelings. Turner designed houses that placed the owner within nature but 

protected from it, used naked, unvarnished materials but created a fully dressed room, and are 

simple in space but complicated in construction. Back in 1936, before Turner was officially hired 

to build his first Wright home, the Hanna House, Turner wrote a letter to Paul Hanna expressing 

his excitement for the project. Turner’s own words, although applied to a Wright design, presaged 

the design work he would eventually produce on his own. He said, “I feel that is more than a mere 

house or shelter. It expresses personality in every detail, and may I call it a possession for your 

 
74 “Great Lakes Commerce,” Detroit Free Press, August 27, 1967. 

Figure 22: Harold and Laura Turner (D. Juras, undated).  
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soul as well as for physical well-being.”75 Likewise, the twenty known Turner-designed houses 

are both shelter for the body and a possession for the soul.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 
75 Ruddell Samuels, 26. 

Figure 23: 6355 Meadowwood Lane, Grand Blanc, MI (R. Burr, undated). 
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Characteristics of Harold Turner’s Designs 
 

The first homes Turner designed on his own hewed closely to the form and overall aesthetic of 

Wright’s “in line” and L/T plan homes. These “early period” linear style houses do not have 

diagonal elements and include the “Thornapple Cottage” at 7510 Valhalla in Alto, MI, Turner’s 

own home at 5403 Telegraph in Bloomfield Township and the house at 3960 Mystic Valley, also 

in Bloomfield Township. These are three of the earliest houses Turner designed on his own. Harold 

and Laura’s home at 5403 Telegraph appears to have a diagonal wing on the south façade but this 

may have been a later addition.  

 

Turner also designed some later linear style houses, namely 3791 W. Pemberton. Although 3791 

W. Pemberton is “L” shaped it bears no other resemblance to a Turner designed house being 

neither a “linear organic” nor a “horizontal organic” style home (see Fig. 24 and 25). Moreover, 

the drawing the current owner shared does not appear to have the same drawing/drafting style as 

the other drawings the author saw. 

Based on the plan (see Fig. 24), the 

house originally had a carport, but it 

has since been enclosed. When viewed 

from the street, the house is a stylistic 

oddity amongst Turner’s otherwise 

fairly cohesive repertoire; however, it 

seems fairly conclusive that it is indeed 

Turner designed given that the 

descendants of the original owners 

have confirmed it was designed by 

Turner on the Wright message board 

WrightChat. 76  Additionally, because 

Harold and Laura subdivide this land 

with the Mullenniex family and 

designed the house next door at 3755 

W. Pemberton it seems likely this is a 

Turner design. In speaking with the 

owner of 3755 W. Pemberton he had 

heard that Turner did design some 

“normal” houses and 3791 W. 

Pemberton is an example (the only 

known one) of that.  

 

Turner’s “early period” houses are 

what might be classified as derivates of 

Wright’s L/T shaped designs being that 

they have flat roofs, horizontal lines, 
 

76  “Harold Turner,” WrightChat.SaveWright.org, accessed April 13, 2021, Harold Turner - Wright Chat 

(savewright.org). 

Figure 24: 3791 W. Pemberton Drawing (T. McLaughlin, undated). 

Figure 25: 3791 W. Pemberton (www.Zillow.com, undated). 

http://wrightchat.savewright.org/viewtopic.php?t=617
http://wrightchat.savewright.org/viewtopic.php?t=617
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and are comprised of rectangular shapes. These houses are similar to the Wright Usonian houses 

such as Goetsch-Winkler, Christie, and Affleck, all three of which Turner built.  

 

The author has not been inside any of the three early period houses nor did any of the owners of 

these three houses respond to the survey with additional information, so definitive descriptions 

and consultations cannot be made, but from online photographs and from aerial views these houses 

appear to be in the same mold as the “in line” and L/T shaped Usonians. Based upon descriptions 

found online it appears that the Thornapple Cottage at 7510 Valhalla has pecky cypress interiors 

as does the Turner family home at 5403 Telegraph.77 The interior finishes of 3960 Mystic Valley 

are unknown (see Figure 26).  

The homes Turner designed in his 

“mature” phase are primarily the 

diagonal style homes, and these make 

up the majority of the homes surveyed. 

Called “diagonal” they are, in reality, a 

series of overlapping hexagons which 

is readily apparent when viewed from 

above (see Fig. 16, 28-30). The 

“diagonal” homes include:  1387 Club 

Drive, 1470 Clarendon, 1475 Lone 

Pine, 1539 Lochridge, 3755 W. 

Pemberton, 29997 Briarbank 4040, 

4045, 4050, and 4090 Overlea Court, 

5490, 5495, and 5530 Shadow Lane, 

6297, 6325, and 6355 Meadowwood.  

 

Observing Turner homes from aerial photography is instructive as the similarities and differences 

in the plan view become quite obvious. Elongated hexagonal shapes predominate (See Figures 28-

30). These are in stark contrast from his earlier work, which was rectilinear (See Figures 24-26). 

 

Two of the houses on Meadowwood—6355 and 

6325—in Grand Blanc and 1387 Club Drive in 

Bloomfield Township all have much more angular 

points when viewed from above (see Fig. 18, 31). 

These houses may represent the design direction 

Turner would have continued with an elaborated on 

if he had continued designing houses into the 1960s. 

As it stands, these houses are still stylistically 

similar to the diagonal houses that make up the bulk 

of Turner’s design work.  

 

 
77 Jim Harger, “’Usonian’ Cottage by Frank Lloyd Wright’s master builder remains intact along Thornapple River,” 

MLive, April 3, 2019, accessed April 12, 2021, 'Usonian' cottage by Frank Lloyd Wright's master builder remains 

intact along Thornapple River - mlive.com.  

Figure 26: 3960 Mystic Valley (www.Zillow.com, undated). 

Figure 27: 6325 Meadowwood, Grand Blanc, MI 

(www.Realtor.com, 2019).  

https://www.mlive.com/business/west-michigan/2014/11/usonian_cottage_by_frank_lloyd.html
https://www.mlive.com/business/west-michigan/2014/11/usonian_cottage_by_frank_lloyd.html
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Figure 28: 1475 Lone Pine (www.AccessOakland.gov, 2017). 

Figure 29: 1539 Lochridge (www.AccessOakland.gov, 2017).  Figure 30: 4040 Overlea Court (www.AccessOakland.gov, 

2017). 

Figure 31: 6355, 6325, and 6297 Meadowwood (Genesee County GIS, 2017). 
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In comparison, the aerial photographs of 

5403 Telegraph (from Turner’s “early 

period”) with the two house directly 

south (4050 and 4040 Overlea Court) 

illustrates the maturation of his design 

style. The long linear style of 5403 

Telegraph is visually quite different from 

the two later houses which are both more 

“diagonal” in style with overlapping 

hexagonal footprints.  

 

Turner’s work fits into the larger 

paradigm of organic architecture given 

that he used natural materials, connected 

indoor and outdoor space and was 

sensitive to the natural surroundings 

when designing his houses.  Turner was 

adamant that trees not be cut down 

during construction and the mature landscaping around most of his houses proves this out.78 All 

three houses on Meadowwood are surrounded by towering trees and they lend much to the 

ambiance of the house.  

 

Hallmarks of Turner’s Style:  

→Long and low horizontal and rectangular forms in his early period 

→Hexagonal shapes, often overlapping, are nearly ubiquitous in his mature period. 

→Pecky cypress or regular cypress is ubiquitous. 

→Radiant heat in slate flooring is very typical, but acrylic tile, carpet, and concrete were also used 

as floor coverings. 

→Prow shaped with angled, slant roof is common, especially oriented to the nature view of the 

lot/property in question. 

→Carports are nearly ubiquitous.  

→Clerestory windows are common. 

→Indoor planters are nearly ubiquitous.  

→Continuous floor and ceiling materials from indoor to outdoor spaces connect the habited space 

with the natural landscape.  

→Brick fireplaces (often angled) are prominent indoor features. 

→Greenhouses are incorporated into many of the houses. 

 

 
78 Donna Juras, interview by author, via email, February 1, 2021. 

Figure 32: 5403 Telegraph (1944-1947) at top compared with 4050 

Overlea Court from 1956 at left and 4040 Overlea from 1951 at lower 

right (www.AccessOakland.gov, 2017).   
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Other Wright Protégés in Michigan 

 

Turner is not the only Wright acolyte who built organic style homes in Michigan. Alden B. Dow 

in Midland and John Lautner, from Marquette, Michigan were both Taliesin fellows who went on 

to have illustrious careers in architecture. Dow primarily practiced in Midland, Michigan while 

nearly all of Lautner’s professional output was built in California, although he did help his father 

build Midgaard, the Lautner family cottage on Lake Superior near Marquette.  

 

Even though John Lautner was not active professionally in Michigan, being a student of Wright’s 

and a fellow disciple of the organic architecture style, he is a good point of comparison to Turner. 

Lauter was born in Marquette in 1911 and, after graduating from Northern Michigan University in 

1933 he applied for a fellowship at Wright’s Taliesin East in Spring Green, Wisconsin. He was 

admitted and spent the next six years working for Wright. Lautner described how the apprentices 

at Taliesin were not just there to learn architectural drafting but also learned how to build, and they 

cooked, cleaned, and worked on the farm as well.79 “This holistic approach to learning … allowed 

him to gain invaluable, firsthand experience with stonework, steam fitting, and carpentry. 

Understanding the mechanics and materials of architecture would prove crucial in his development 

as an architect.”80 In this sense, Lautner was getting the kinds of hands-on experience from his 

Taliesin fellowship that Turner had accumulated on his own, before meeting Wright. In this way, 

both Lautner and Turner had valuable experience building before they struck out on their own, and 

this may have been a key factor in their architectural success. Lautner was “an engineering genius, 

able to juxtapose different angles and shapes to create forms that were at once organic and 

futuristic. He pioneered the use of concrete as both a sculptural and architectural element.”81 

Lautner would go on to produce some of the most significance mid-century designs in California 

and became a key proponent of the space-aged influenced Googie architecture. 

 

Alden B. Dow is perhaps the most well-known Wright acolyte in Michigan and his innovative 

designs and prodigious output help explain this reputation.  Dow was born in Midland, Michigan 

in 1904 and graduated with an architecture degree from Columbia University before joining 

Wright’s Taliesin fellowship in Wisconsin in the summer of 1933. In 1934 Dow opened his own 

practice in Midland, Michigan and embarked upon a long and successful career designing dozens 

of buildings throughout Michigan and the country. Journalist Aaron Britt said of Dow, “If the great 

Wrightian strain of American modernism is about stitching a structure seamlessly into the 

landscape, Alden B. Dow is its most committed tailor, an architect who ardently took his small, 

Midwestern hometown as his cloth and thread.”82 Much the same could be said about Turner who 

 
79 “John Lautner,” Los Angeles Conservancy, accessed April 4, 2021, John Lautner | Los Angeles Conservancy 

(laconservancy.org). 
80  Melissa Matuscak, “John Lautner: A Southern California Visionary with Northern Michigan Sensibilities,” 

Michigan History, July-August 2012, accessed April 13, 2021, JulyAug_Lautner.pdf (hsmichigan.org). 
81 “John Lautner,” Los Angeles Conservancy, accessed April 4, 2021, John Lautner | Los Angeles Conservancy 

(laconservancy.org). 
82 Aaron Britt, “Hometown Hero,” DWELL, August 30, 2011, accessed March 31, 2021, Architect Alden B. Dow 

Transformed Midland, Michigan - Dwell  

https://www.laconservancy.org/architects/john-lautner
https://www.laconservancy.org/architects/john-lautner
https://www.hsmichigan.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/JulyAug_Lautner.pdf
https://www.laconservancy.org/architects/john-lautner
https://www.laconservancy.org/architects/john-lautner
https://www.dwell.com/article/architect-alden-dow-midland-michigan-2a68d006
https://www.dwell.com/article/architect-alden-dow-midland-michigan-2a68d006
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followed this “great Wrightian strain” of organic architecture, pulling his adopted hometown of 

Bloomfield Township into the mid-century with his contemporary designs that embraced both a 

cutting edge modernity and a quiet reverence of nature.  

 

Dow and Lautner both had the advantage in being younger than Turner (Dow by more than ten 

years and Lautner by nearly twenty years) and they both trained with Wright far earlier in their 

careers than Turner did. Thus, they had much more time to absorb, master, and build upon the 

lesson imparted from Wright. Because they had decades upon which to build on Wright’s ideas 

both Dow and Lautner had time to craft utterly unique architectural legacies. But it is interesting 

to note that both Dow and Lautner started out designing houses that clearly evoke their teacher’s 

work. Dow’s 1933 Earl Stein house is his take on Wright’s Prairie Style and Dow’s 1934 Joseph 

A. Cavanagh house has Usonian influences too with its “L” shaped footprint, wide brick chimney, 

and open carport. For his part Lautner’s first independent design was his own house located at 

2007 Micheltorena Street, Los Angeles, which bears a striking resemblance to Wright’s modest 

Usonians with its angled end walls, attached carport, open living area, interior wood walls and 

concrete floors. By 1944 when Lautner designed the Foster Carling residence he was still drawing 

upon Wrightian ideas (open floor plan, blending interior and exterior spaces, natural materials) but 

the Carling house begins to show Lautner’s design independence with radical walls made entirely 

of glass and a swimming pool that is built into the living space.  

 

Both Dow and Lautner amassed a much larger body of work than Turner, which may be one of 

the reasons they are more well-known than Turner. While Turner’s architectural output hews 

closer to Wright’s organic mold than does Dow and Lautner’s mature work, had Turner been a bit 

younger and had more time to continue working, his style very well may have continued to mature 

into ever new shapes and designs as did Dow’s and Lautner’s. As it stands, Turner is one of the 

best Wrightian disciples to practice organic architecture in Michigan and his relatively modest 

output should not detract from the significance of his work. With far less time to build an 

independent body of work, Turner nevertheless managed to design and build at least twenty 

spectacular organic contemporary homes that stand out in the midcentury architectural milieu in 

Michigan.  
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Figure 33: 4040 Overlea Court, Bloomfield Township (C. Talley, 2021). 

SECTION III: SURVEY DATA 
 

Below are the tables of houses surveyed (organized by year built) which include a reference to the 

map upon which that resource can be found and an eligibility assessment. The tables of houses 

surveyed are split into several categories: houses designed by Turner (the subject of this intensive 

survey), houses built by Turner (not the subject of this survey but included for reference as they 

are discussed in the text), interiors designed by Turner (only one of which is known), and 

“undetermined” houses. These “undetermined” houses are also discussed in the text and are 

included in table format for easy reference. 

 

Survey forms for Turner-designed houses (confirmed) are also included below. There are 19 total 

houses that were inventoried for this survey. Finally, additional photographs are included here 

because many of the February and March 2021 survey photographs are obscured. These additional 

photographs help to adequately illustrate the resources.  
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Appendix A: Table of Houses Designed by Harold Turner 
 

Address Year Built Map 

Number 

Original 

Owner 

Eligibility 

Determination  

5403 Telegraph Road, 

Bloomfield Hills, MI 

48302 

1944-1947 Bloomfield 

Township 

Cluster 4 

Harold and 

Laura Turner 

Eligible  

7510 Valhalla Drive, 

Alto, MI  

49302 

1947 Alto, MI map Hargraves 

family 

Eligible  

5490 Shadow Lane, 

Bloomfield Hills, MI 

48302 

1949-1950 

 

BSA says 

1942 but 

this may be 

the build 

date of the 

“farmhouse” 

located on 

this parcel 

before 

Turner built. 

Bloomfield 

Township 

Cluster 4 

Harold J. and 

Myrtle 

McCracken 

Eligible.  

5495 Shadow Lane, 

Bloomfield Hills, MI 

48302 

1949-1950 Bloomfield 

Township 

Cluster 4 

Howard 

McDuff per 

Mrs. Juras 

but 1950 

assessment 

roll says J.F. 

Bogden 

Ineligible. This 

eligibility 

determination is 

discussed at 

length, above. 

3960 Mystic Valley Drive, 

Bloomfield Hills, MI              

48302  

1950 Bloomfield 

Township 

Cluster 2 

Mullenniex 

family 

Eligible  

4040 Overlea Court, 

Bloomfield Hills, MI 

48302 

1951 Bloomfield 

Township 

Cluster 4 

Betterly 

family 

Eligible  

3791 W. Pemberton, 

Bloomfield Hills 

48302 

1954 

 

Bloomfield 

Township 

Cluster 2 

V.L. Ruby Eligible.  

5530 Shadow Lane, 

Bloomfield Hills, MI  

48302 

1955 Bloomfield 

Township 

Cluster 4 

Geo. C. 

MacDuff 

Eligible  
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Address Year Built Map 

Number 

Original 

Owner 

Eligibility 

Determination  

6325 Meadowwood Lane, 

Grand Blanc, MI  

48439 

1956 Grand Blanc, 

MI map 

Jules J. 

Cantin  

Eligible  

6297 Meadowwood Lane, 

Grand Blanc, MI  

48439 

1956 Grand Blac, 

MI map 

Werner 

Nartel  

Eligible  

4050 Overlea Court, 

Bloomfield Hills, MI 

48302 

1956 Bloomfield 

Township 

Cluster 4 

Russ Walker  Eligible  

1470 Clarendon, 

Bloomfield Hills, MI 

48302 

1956 Bloomfield 

Township 

Cluster 3 

Jay G. Hall Eligible.  

3755 W. Pemberton, 

Bloomfield Hills, MI 

48302 

1956 Bloomfield 

Township 

Cluster 2 

J. Ludington Eligible.  

6355 Meadowwood Lane, 

Grand Blanc, MI  

48439 

1957 Grand Blanc, 

MI map 

Unknown Eligible  

29997 Briarbank Ct., 

Southfield, MI  

48034 

1957 Southfield, 

MI map 

Young family Eligible.  

 

1387 Club Drive, 

Bloomfield Hills, MI 

48302 

1957 Bloomfield 

Township 

Cluster 1 

Unknown Eligible.  

 

1475 Lone Pine, 

Bloomfield Hills, MI 

48302 

1958 Bloomfield 

Township 

Cluster 3 

Boden family  Eligible  

1539 Lochridge Rd, 

Bloomfield Hills, MI 

48302 

1960 Bloomfield 

Township 

Cluster 1 

Dr. Watson 

Gilpin 

Eligible.  

4045 Overlea Court, 

Bloomfield Hills, MI 

48302 

1965 Bloomfield 

Township 

Cluster 4 

Robert L. 

McComb  

Eligible  

 

 

***NOT IN MICHIGAN 

346 Shore Lane, Wasaga 

Beach 

Ontario, Canada  

Unknown Wasaga 

Beach, ON 

map 

William 

White  

Eligible.  
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Address Year Built Map 

Number 

Original 

Owner 

Eligibility 

Determination  

***NOT IN MICHIGAN 

344 Shore Lane, Wasaga 

Beach 

Ontario, Canada  

Unknown Wasaga 

Beach, ON 

map 

Unknown Eligible.  
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APPENDIX B: TABLE OF HOUSES BUILT BY HAROLD TURNER 

 

 

Address Year 

Built 

Map Number Original 

Owner 

Eligibility 

Determination  

5301 Potomac Avenue 

NW, Washington, D.C. 

1921 N/A Unknown Not Eligible in a 

Multi-Property 

Documentation 

Form for houses 

designed by Turner. 

Frank Lloyd Wright 

Hanna House  

1937 N/A Paul and Jean 

Hanna 

Not Eligible in a 

Multi-Property 

Documentation 

Form for houses 

designed by Turner. 

Frank Lloyd Wright 

Rebhuhn House 

1938 N/A Rebhuhn family Not Eligible in a 

Multi-Property 

Documentation 

Form for houses 

designed by Turner. 

Frank Lloyd Wright 

Suntop Homes 

1939 N/A Otto Tod 

Mallery (Tod 

Company) 

Not Eligible in a 

Multi-Property 

Documentation 

Form for houses 

designed by Turner. 

Frank Lloyd Wright 

Goetsch-Winkler House 

1939 N/A Goetsch and 

Winkler 

Not Eligible in a 

Multi-Property 

Documentation 

Form for houses 

designed by Turner. 

Frank Lloyd Wright 

Armstrong House 

1939 N/A Armstrong 

family 

Not Eligible in a 

Multi-Property 

Documentation 

Form for houses 

designed by Turner. 

Frank Lloyd Wright 

Christie House 

1940 N/A Christie family Not Eligible in a 

Multi-Property 

Documentation 

Form for houses 

designed by Turner. 
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Address Year 

Built 

Map Number Original 

Owner 

Eligibility 

Determination  

Frank Lloyd Wright 

Affleck House 

1941 N/A Gregor Affleck Not Eligible in a 

Multi-Property 

Documentation 

Form for houses 

designed by Turner. 

Frank Lloyd Wright 

Wall House 

1941 N/A Wall family  Not Eligible in a 

Multi-Property 

Documentation 

Form for houses 

designed by Turner. 

4090 Overlea Court, 

Bloomfield Hills, MI 

48302 

 

1950 Bloomfield 

Township 

Cluster 4 

Roger Berlin *Eligible. This 

eligibility 

determination is 

discussed at length, 

above. 

 

*Built by Organic 

Homes, Inc. (Harold 

Turner) but designed 

by Roger Berlin.  
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APPENDIX C: TABLE OF INTERIOR SPACES DESIGNED BY HAROLD 

TURNER 
 

Address Year 

Built 

Map Number Original 

Owner 

Eligibility 

Determination  

Birmingham Bloomfield 

Art Center  

1516 S. Cranbrook Rd. 

Birmingham, MI  

Designed 

Circa 

1960 or 

1961 

Bloomfield 

Township 

Overview Map 

Birmingham 

Bloomfield Art 

Center 

Not eligible.  
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APPENDIX D: UNDETERMINED HOUSES 
 

Address Year 

Built 

Map Number Original 

Owner 

Eligibility 

Determination  

4565 Hawthorne Lane, 

Okemos, MI 

 

“Newman House” 

1939 N/A S.H. Newman Undetermined. 

 

This house was 

possibly designed 

by Harold Turner or 

it may be a Frank 

Lloyd Wright 

design. Professor 

Susan Bandes has 

studied it 

extensively and has 

not be able to verify 

this, conclusively. 

That being said, 

Turner was 

involved in some 

capacity per Dr. 

Bandes. 

 

4000 Overlea Court, 

Bloomfield Township, MI 

 

1952 

Bloomfield 

Township Map 

Cluster 4 

 

Vetold 

Pasternacki 

Undetermined. 

 

This house may 

have been designed 

by Roger Berlin and 

built by Organic 

Homes, Inc.   

6223 Westview Drive, 

Grand Blanc, MI 

1958 Grand Blanc 

Map 

Unknown Undetermined. 

6261 Westview Drive, 

Grand Blanc, MI 

1958 Grand Blanc 

Map 

Unknown Undetermined. 
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APPENDIX E: COLUMBIA AVERY ARCHIVE CORRESPONDENCE 

LIST 
 

FICHEID PAGES TO FROM 

GENERAL 

SUBJECT 

SPECIAL 

SUBJECT 

PROJECT 

NUMBER DATE 

H038A07 1 Hanna, Paul R. Turner, Harold P. Contract     1937/1/8 

H038B09 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold P. Personal     1937/1/24 

H038E03 1 Turner, Harold P. Wright, Frank Lloyd Other     1937/2/2 

H040C09 1 Turner, Harold P. Wright, Frank Lloyd Clients     1937/6/16 

R026D01 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Other     1938/1/1 

R029B09 2 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3801 1938/1/1 

R029C01 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3801 1938/1/1 

R029C02 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3801 1938/1/1 

T014A08 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Material     1938/1/17 

T014C04 1 Turner, Harold Masselink, Eugene Personal     1938/2/2 

T014D03 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office     1938/2/10 

T014D10 1 Peck Turner, Harold Material     1938/2/27 

T014D09 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office     1938/2/27 

R026C02 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Clients     1938/6/15 

R026D10 6 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3801 1938/7/1 

R026D09 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Clients   3801 1938/7/12 

R026E06 2 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3801 1938/7/18 

R027A01 3 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3801 1938/7/20 

R027A04 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3801 1938/7/20 

R027B02 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Clients   3801 1938/7/26 

R027B04 2 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3801 1938/7/26 

R027B08 1 Turner, Harold Drake, Blaine Clients   3801 1938/7/28 

R027B07 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3801 1938/7/28 

R027C01 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Clients   3801 1938/7/29 

R027C02 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Clients   3801 1938/7/30 

R027C05 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3801 1938/8/2 

R027C07 2 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3801 1938/8/5 

R027D07 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Clients   3801 1938/8/8 

R027D10 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Clients   3801 1938/8/15 

R027E05 3 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3801 1938/8/27 

R028A06 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3801 1938/9/20 

R028B04 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3801 1938/9/26 

R028C08 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Clients   3801 1938/10/1 

T016B06 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Office     1938/10/5 

M084E02 2 Turner, Harold Mallery, Otto T. Clients   3906 1938/11/16 

M085D09 2 Turner, Harold Finkboner, J. Fred Clients   3906 1938/12/2 

M086C09 1 Mallery, Otto T. Turner, Harold Clients   3906 1938/12/18 
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FICHEID PAGES TO FROM 

GENERAL 

SUBJECT 

SPECIAL 

SUBJECT 

PROJECT 

NUMBER DATE 

M098E04 2 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3906 1939/1/1 

K048B09 1 Kaufmann, E. J. Jr. Turner, Harold Contract   3806 1939/1/27 

R030A10 1 Rebhuhn, Ben Turner, Harold Clients   3801 1939/2/19 

M091A05 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3906 1939/3/14 

M091A04 1 Yocum, Howard H. Turner, Harold Clients   3906 1939/3/14 

M091B04 1 Turner, Harold Masselink, Eugene Clients   3906 1939/4/1 

M091E02 1 Turner, Harold Masselink, Eugene Clients   3906 1939/5/8 

M091E08 1 Masselink, Eugene Turner, Harold Clients   3906 1939/5/10 

M092B07 1 Turner, Harold Masselink, Eugene Clients   3906 1939/6/12 

M093A10 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3906 1939/7/1 

M093B06 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3906 1939/7/6 

M093B08 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Clients   3906 1939/7/11 

M093B09 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3906 1939/7/15 

N025B09 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Other     1939/9/2 

C063E05 1 Carlson, Edith A. Turner, Harold Clients     1939/9/5 

M094C06 1 Manson, Charles Turner, Harold Material   4009 1939/9/5 

R031D07 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   4020 1939/9/5 

T018D04 4 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office   4020 1939/9/5 

S074E07 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold P. Material   3904 1939/9/5 

M094D05 1 Turner, Harold Mallery, Otto T. Clients   3906 1939/9/11 

M095B08 1 Turner, Harold Mallery, Otto T. Clients   3906 1939/9/29 

M095D10 1   Turner, Harold Material   3906 1939/10/7 

N025E08 1 Newman, Sidney H. Turner, Harold Other     1939/10/9 

A061A04 3 Turner, Harold P. Sovereign, O. E. Other     1939/10/21 

A061A07 1 Sovereign, O. E. Turner, Harold P. Other     1939/10/23 

M096D01 1 Turner, Harold Mallery, Otto T. Clients   3906 1939/10/30 

A061B04 2 Turner, Harold P. Sovereign, O. E. Material     1939/11/3 

M098E03 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3906 1939/12/1 

T020A03 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office   3906 1939/12/18 

T020A04 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office   3906 1939/12/18 

T020A07 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Office   3906 1939/12/21 

T020A09 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office   3906 1939/12/22 

M111D09 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Clients   3906 1940/1/1 

A065A02 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients 

Armstrong, 

A. 3901 1940/1/1 

M099B06 3 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3906 1940/1/8 

A064B06 2 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients 

Armstrong, 

A. 3901 1940/1/24 

A064B02 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Clients 

Armstrong, 

A.   1940/2/4 

T022C05 2 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office   3915 1940/3/1 

T022D01 1 Wright, Olgivanna Turner, Harold Office     1940/3/28 

T022C04 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Office   3906 1940/3/29 
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FICHEID PAGES TO FROM 

GENERAL 

SUBJECT 

SPECIAL 

SUBJECT 

PROJECT 

NUMBER DATE 

U039D05 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients     1940/4/1 

U039E07 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Finance     1940/4/3 

T022C08 1 Walters, V. Turner, Harold Material     1940/5/14 

T022C07 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients     1940/5/14 

T022D02 1 Turner, Harold Masselink, Eugene Office     1940/6/6 

G041B02 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3907 1940/6/14 

M103D04 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Material   4009 1940/6/23 

M103D10 1 Turner, Harold Masselink, Eugene Invitations     1940/6/25 

M103E01 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Clients   4009 1940/6/26 

G041B09 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3907 1940/7/4 

G041C04 1 Turner, Harold Masselink, Eugene Clients   3907 1940/7/10 

T023A06 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Office     1940/8/15 

T023A07 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office     1940/8/16 

T023A08 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Office   3907 1940/8/19 

T023B01 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Office     1940/8/21 

G042A05 4 Stanley Turner, Harold Personal Gurdjieff, G.   1940/9/11 

G042B01 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients   3901 1940/9/18 

T023B04 1 Masselink, Eugene Turner, Harold Office     1940/11/27 

A069C11 2 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients 

Armstrong, 

A. 3901 1941/1/1 

T024A07 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office   4111 1941/1/21 

T024A09 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Office     1941/1/25 

A068C08 2 Wright, Frank Lloyd Affleck, Gregor S. Clients 

Turner, 

Harold   1941/2/25 

T024C01 1 Turner, Harold Masselink, Eugene Personal FLLW   1941/3/3 

A068D09 2 Armstrong, Andrew F. Wright, Frank Lloyd Clients 

Turner, 

Harold 3901 1941/3/15 

A068E01 1 Turner, Harold Masselink, Eugene Contract 

Affleck, 

Greg   1941/3/19 

A069C08 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Other     1941/4/16 

A069E01 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients 

Affleck, 

Greg   1941/5/18 

A070A01 5 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients 

Affleck, 

Greg   1941/5/30 

A070A07 1 Turner, Harold P. Masselink, Eugene Other     1941/6/3 

A070B09 3 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Clients 

Affleck, 

Greg   1941/7/2 

A070C04 1 Turner, Harold P. Masselink, Eugene Specifications     1941/7/8 

T024C06 4 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office   4111 1941/7/13 

T024D02 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Office   4114 1941/7/28 

T024D03 1 Turner, Harold Masselink, Eugene Office     1941/8/7 

A071B07 4 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold P. Finance     1941/9/1 

W131C01 2 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office   4114 1941/12/21 

T028E01 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Other     1942/1/1 

T028E02 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office     1942/1/1 
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FICHEID PAGES TO FROM 

GENERAL 

SUBJECT 

SPECIAL 

SUBJECT 

PROJECT 

NUMBER DATE 

T028E03 2 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Material     1942/1/1 

T026B03 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Office   3906 1942/3/17 

T026B04 1 Turner, Harold Masselink, Eugene Other     1942/3/30 

T026B05 1 Masselink, Eugene Turner, Harold Other     1942/4/1 

W133C07 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office     1942/4/1 

W133C08 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office     1942/4/1 

T026C06 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office     1942/5/16 

T027B01 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office     1942/7/1 

T027B09 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office     1942/8/7 

T027C10 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Clients     1942/8/18 

T028B01 2 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Material     1942/10/13 

T028B05 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Office     1942/10/30 

T028C05 2 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Office     1942/11/1 

T028B08 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Personal     1942/11/19 

T032C05 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Office     1943/1/1 

T032C03 2 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Material     1943/1/1 

T030E06 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Personal     1943/6/3 

T030E09 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office     1943/6/18 

T031A01 1 Turner, Harold Masselink, Eugene Other     1943/7/2 

T031A02 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Office   2005 1943/7/22 

T031A06 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office     1943/9/10 

C119C07 2 Turner, Harold   Clients   4205 1944/4/14 

C119D05 1 Barnes, Sidney C. Turner, Harold Clients   4205 1944/5/2 

T033B05 1 Turner, Harold Masselink, Eugene Other     1944/5/4 

T033B06 1 Masselink, Eugene Turner, Harold Other     1944/5/31 

T033B08 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Other     1944/7/1 

T096A01 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Material     1944/7/1 

T033C05 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Other     1944/8/4 

T034C05 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office     1945/5/23 

T034C09 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office     1945/5/25 

P074C10 1 Parker, Alfred B. Masselink, Eugene Office 

Turner, 

Harold   1945/7/25 

T047C10 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Office   4915 1950/4/14 

T047D02 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office     1950/4/18 

T047D03 1 Turner, Harold Wright, Frank Lloyd Office   4915 1950/4/26 

T057D01 1 Wright, Frank Lloyd Turner, Harold Office     1953/11/25 

***Project Numbers: 3801 is Rebhuhn House, 3906 is Suntop Homes, 3806 is LIFE house, 4009 is Manson House, 

4020 is Rentz House, 3904 is Schwartz House, 3901 is Armstrong House, 3915 is Newman House, 3907 is Goestch-

Winkler House, 4111 is Affleck House, 4114 is Wall House, 2005 is Barnsdall project, 4205 is Circle Pines Center 

project, 4915 is Griswold House. 
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APPENDIX G: INVENTORY FORMS 
 

 

Figure 34: Interior of 6355 Meadowwood Lane, 

Grand Blanc (R. Burr, 2021). 

Figure 36: 1387 Club Drive (C. Talley, 2021). 

Figure 35: 29997 Briarbank, Southfield (D. 

Schroeder, 2021). 



 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 4090 Overlea Court 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

County Oakland 

Assessor’s Parcel # C-19-21-352-001 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.559500 Long: -83.284750 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1950 

Architectural Style Contemporary 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Slant,Cantilevered 

Roof Materials Unknown 

Exterior Wall Materials Brick 

Foundation Materials Unknown 

Window Materials Unknown  

Window Type Unknown 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible       Devon Acres/Devon 
on the Lake 

 

Area(s) of Significance Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance 1950 

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name 4090 Overlea Court 

Current/Common Name 4090 Overlea Court 

Historic/Original Owner Roger Berlin 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Roger Berlin/Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date February 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/20

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
4090 Overlea Court is an Organic Contemporary style house featuring a slant roof over the carport with two wood 
support posts on the east side of the carport. The house is clad in brick and has some wood-type cladding. A wing 
comes off the carport on the east and tapers to a sharp point. On the primary façade, this wing is characterized by 
floor to ceiling glass windows and expanses of brick wall. A large addition is located on the back (north façade) 
and it appears to be roofed in transite panels.  

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

 
Per an article in the Detroit Free Press, this house was built in 1950 and designed by Roger Berlin. Roger Berlin 
may have also been the initial owner. Roger Berlin owned a metal fabricating shop in Detroit and was in business 
with Harold Turner in their company Organic Homes, Inc. Although Berlin is credited with the design of the house it 
seems likely Turner was involved given how closely it resembles his other designs. The house was built by Turner 
(Organic Homes, Inc.) as well. At some later date, an indoor pool was added off the back (north side) of the house.   
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

 
This house is eligible under Criterion C as a substantial, intact example of contemporary mid-century organic 
architecture in Michigan. Designed by Roger Berlin (who was likely aided by Harold Turner) the home was built by 
Harold Turner, who built eight Frank Lloyd Wright houses before beginning his own design/build firm. The house 
was constructed with top quality craftsmanship and materials.  
 
 
 
 

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
“Organic House,” Detroit Free Press, June 17, 1951. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 4045 Overlea Court 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

County Oakland 

Assessor’s Parcel # C-19-21-352-101 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.559040 Long: -83.283340 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1965 

Architectural Style Contemporary 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Slant & Cantilevered 

Roof Materials Unknown 

Exterior Wall Materials Brick; Wood 

Foundation Materials Concrete 

Window Materials Unknown  

Window Type Unknown 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible       Devon Acres/Devon 
on the Lake 

 

Area(s) of Significance Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance 1944-1965 

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name McComb House/4045 Overlea Court 

Current/Common Name 4045 Overlea Court 

Historic/Original Owner McComb family 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date February 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
4045 Overlea Court is an Organic Contemporary style house featuring a prow-shaped, gable peaked, slant roof on 
the lakeside (east) façade with a large, enclosed glass porch on the primary (north) façade. The lakeside façade 
(east) is dominated by floor to ceiling windows. A large brick chimney is centrally placed on the main gable peaked 
roof. A garage is also located on the north façade.  
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

 
 
Built in 1965 this home was commissioned by Robert L. McComb. Robert McComb regularly worked with Harold 
Turner and Turner gave the property to him as a gesture for all the work they had done together. Robert McComb 
was a builder and his father, Mr. Lee McComb, was a stonemason who did much of the stone and brick work in 
4045 Overlea Court along with Turner’s own house and in many of the other Turner-designed houses.  
 
Mr. McComb’s daughter still owns the house and remembered that Harold and Laura would walk down to the 
house while it was being constructed. This was one of the last Turner-designed homes to be constructed. Turner 
insisted that all of his houses have a rubber tree planted in the indoor planters, so Mr. and Mrs. McComb planted a 
rubber tree indoors in 1965 and it is still alive today inside the house. The interior of the house has pecky cypress, 
slate floors with radiant heat.  
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

 
This house is eligible under Criterion C as a substantial, intact example of contemporary mid-century organic 
architecture in Michigan. Designed and built by Harold Turner, who built eight Frank Lloyd Wright houses before 
beginning his own design/build firm, the house is a showpiece of mid-century design and top quality craftsmanship 
and materials which is evident in the expertly tooled cypress, slate, the brickwork, and the overall design of the 
house.  
 
 
 

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
Robin Milburn, interview with author, via phone, 3/28/2021. 

 

 



 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 4040 Overlea Court 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

County Oakland 

Assessor’s Parcel # C-19-21-352-004 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.559620 Long: -83.282880 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1951 

Architectural Style Contemporary 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Slant & Cantilevered 

Roof Materials Unknown 

Exterior Wall Materials Brick; Wood: Cypress 

Foundation Materials Concrete 

Window Materials Unknown  

Window Type Window walls 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible       Devon Acres/Devon 
on the Lake 

 

Area(s) of Significance Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance 1944-1965 

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name Betterly House/4040 Overlea Court 

Current/Common Name 4040 Overlea Court 

Historic/Original Owner Betterly family 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date February 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
4040 Overlea Court is an Organic Contemporary style house featuring a slant roof with a small projecting roof with 
clerestory window placed centrally on the roof. A large brick chimney is also placed centrally on the roof next to the 
clerestory. The peaked and cantilevered carport roof is a prominent feature on the primary façade. There are 
several slant roof sections that make up the roof of the house. There is an attached garage on the east side of the 
house. Built low to the ground on the primary façade and with two full stories on the rear façade, most window 
openings are oriented toward the rear of the house. The exterior of the home is primarily clad in brick and wood 
cladding.  
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

 
 
Built in 1951 this home was commissioned by Lew and Madelene Betterly for their family. Lew Betterly was 
renowned in Detroit as a theater organ player, playing for most of the major movie houses during the silent movie 
era including the State, Capital, Palms, and Royal Oak theaters. He later became an executive in the Grinnell 
Brothers Company. The house is remarkably intact with few if any major alterations. The in-floor radiant heat has 
stopped working according to the current owners. The garage on the lake side is not shown on the original 
drawings and is likely a later addition.  
 
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

 
This house is eligible under Criterion C as a substantial, intact example of contemporary mid-century organic 
architecture in Michigan. Designed and built by Harold Turner, who built eight Frank Lloyd Wright houses before 
beginning his own design/build firm, the house is a showpiece of mid-century design and top quality craftsmanship 
and materials which is evident in the expertly tooled cypress, the brickwork, and the overall design of the house.  
 
 
 
 

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
“Theater Organ Player, Lew Betterly Dies,” Detroit Free Press, May 19, 1978 
Lew Betterly, 1960 Polk Directory, Birmingham, MI  
 

 

 



 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 3960 Mystic Valley Drive 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

County Oakland 

Assessor’s Parcel # C-19-16-151-008 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.581950 Long: -83.285170 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1950 

Architectural Style Contemporary 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Flat 

Roof Materials Unknown 

Exterior Wall Materials Brick 

Foundation Materials Concrete 

Window Materials Unknown  

Window Type Unknown 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance 1950 

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name 3960 Mystic Valley Drive 

Current/Common Name 3960 Mystic Valley Drive 

Historic/Original Owner Lawrence and Ann Mullenniex 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date February 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
3960 Mystic Valley Drive is an Organic Contemporary style house featuring a flat roof with brick and wood 
cladding. A two-car garage is a prominent feature on the primary (east) facade. A decorative wood framing piece 
with square cut-outs runs along the primary façade. The cut-outs create a movement of light across the façade of 
the house. A chimney is placed on the roof near the southern end of the house. The exterior of the home is 
primarily clad in brick and cypress wood cladding. From aerial photos it appears there are several bubble skylights. 
A slate patio behind the house is visible in 2017 aerial photos from Oakland County. 
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

 
 
Built in 1950 this home was commissioned Ann and Lawrence Mullenniex. Lawrence Mullenniex ran a successful 
lumber business, Mullenniex Lumber Co. Lawrence and Harold apparently knew each other through the 
lumber/building business. The house appears intact from the exterior but whether any construction or alterations 
were performed after 1956 is unknown although based upon a comparison of 1963 and 2017 aerial photographs it 
appears there was a small hipped roof addition near the southern end of the house at an unknown date. 
 
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

 
This house is eligible under Criterion C as a substantial, intact example of contemporary mid-century organic 
architecture in Michigan. Designed and built by Harold Turner, who built eight Frank Lloyd Wright houses before 
beginning his own design/build firm, the house is a showpiece of mid-century design and top quality craftsmanship 
and materials which is evident in the expertly tooled cypress, the brickwork, and the overall design of the house.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
“Lawrence W. Mullenniex,” Detroit Free Press, April 30, 1955. 
Aerial photography from www.accessoakland.org 
“Harold Turner,” WrightChat.org, Harold Turner - Wright Chat (savewright.org) 
 

 

http://www.accessoakland.org/
http://wrightchat.savewright.org/viewtopic.php?t=617


 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 3791 W. Pemberton Rd. 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

County Oakland 

Assessor’s Parcel # C-19-16-101-016 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.584950 Long: -83.284210 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1954 

Architectural Style Contemporary 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Hipped 

Roof Materials Asphalt 

Exterior Wall Materials Brick 

Foundation Materials Unknown 

Window Materials Unknown  

Window Type Unknown 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance 1954 

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name 3791 W. Pemberton 

Current/Common Name 3791 W. Pemberton 

Historic/Original Owner V.L. Ruby 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date February 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
3791 W. Pemberton is a contemporary style house featuring a hipped roof and gable roof. The garage is a 
prominent feature on the primary (west) facade. A large brick chimney is also placed centrally on the roof behind 
the garage. The house is clad in brick and there is a skylight on the primary façade over what appears to be the 
entrance. The house is long and low like most other Turner-designed houses but is, overall, a stylistic oddity 
amongst his otherwise cohesive repertoire.  

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

 
 
Built in 1954 the tract of land upon which this home sits was sold by Laura Turner to V.L. Ruby in 1952 according 
to the Oakland County Register of Deeds tract index. As of 1976, the owner of the home was a Mrs. Violet Ruby. 
Violet Ruby was the daughter of Ann and Lawrence Mullenniex who lived down the street at 3960 Mystic Valley 
Drive. According to a sheet of drawings owned by the current owner, the house originally had a carport which was 
enclosed sometime after it was built. The original drawing sheet also indicate the house had radiators and rubber 
tile flooring in the living room, activities room, and kitchen. The bedrooms had concrete floors and the fireplace had 
a raised hearth of slate. Stylistically the house is hard to fit within the paradigm of Turner’s work, but descendants 
of the original owners have confirmed the house was designed by Turner (see reference, below).  
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

 
This house is eligible under Criterion C as a substantial, intact example of contemporary architecture in Michigan. 
As it was designed and built by Harold Turner, who built eight Frank Lloyd Wright houses before beginning his own 
design/build firm, the house eligible because, although not a high style piece of organic architecture, it is important 
nonetheless as it showcases Turner’s ability to design more stylistically conservative homes in response to the 
desires of his clients.   
 

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
Tim McLaughlin, interview with author, via text, March 2, 2021. 
Drawing sheet from Tim McLaughlin 
“Mrs. A. Mullenniex, Bloomfield Township,” Detroit Free Press, March 9, 1969. 
“Harold Turner,” WrightChat.org, Harold Turner - Wright Chat (savewright.org) 
 

 

http://wrightchat.savewright.org/viewtopic.php?t=617


 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 5403 Telegraph Rd. 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

County Oakland 

Assessor’s Parcel # C-19-21-355-003 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.560010 Long: -83.282860 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1944-1947 

Architectural Style Contemporary 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Flat 

Roof Materials Asphalt; Other (Built up) 

Exterior Wall Materials Unknown 

Foundation Materials Unknown 

Window Materials Unknown  

Window Type Unknown 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible       Devon Acres/Devon 
on the Lake 

 

Area(s) of Significance Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance 1944-1965 

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name Harold P. Turner and Laura Turner House 

Current/Common Name 5403 Telegraph  

Historic/Original Owner Harold and Laura Turner 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date February 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/202

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
(Descriptions based on 2017 Google Earth and Oakland County Assessor’s photographs): 5403 Telegraph Road 
is an Organic Contemporary style house featuring a flat roof with a large, rounded patio near the front and a 
flagstone patio at the back (lakeside). A wing off the south side of the house appears to have been built as an 
addition. One portion of the south addition has a gable roof. There are various roofing materials. A built in planter 
is located near the carport and a large brick chimney dominates the middle of the roof.  Per the assessor’s records 
the house has a carport on the primary façade. The addition on the south side of the house appears to be in poor 
condition (observed from the adjacent property).   

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

Harold and Laura started construction on this home in 1944 and the house was apparently still under construction 
in 1947 per the tax records. Initially commissioned by Laura (nee Platte), Turner designed what would become the 
family home for Laura, Harold, and their two young children. Harold and Laura had a farm here during the late 
1940s and 1950s. There was a barn on the property along with fruit trees and a brick/stone outdoor barbeque. It 
does not appear that any outbuildings still remain on the property.  
 
Harold designed the house and lived in it with Laura until he passed away in 1974. This was not just the Turners 
home, but it was also the location of Harold’s architecture studio and his and Laura’s art studio spaces. The 
assessor notes there were alterations to the property in 1986. 
 
Set on 7.27 acres (which used to encompass a working farm) and spanning 4,400 square feet this is the largest 
Turner-designed home the survey identified.  

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

This house is eligible under Criterion C as a substantial example of contemporary mid-century architecture in 
Michigan. Designed and built by Harold Turner, who built eight Frank Lloyd Wright houses before beginning his 
own design/build firm, the house was Turner’s personal residence, architecture studio, and art studio in his later 
years. Because Criterion C gives additional weight to the integrity criteria of design, materials, and workmanship 
(which could not be effectively assessed due to the distance from the road) this house is also being recommended 
as eligible under Criterion B as it was Harold Turner’s home and architecture studio. As originally designed, it 
featured plate glass windows, carport, radiant floor heat, four fireplaces, extensive stone work (a spiral staircase 
up to his studio), pecky cypress, and an open floorplan. Although all seven integrity boxes are checked on page 1, 
due to the fact that the house is set back from the road, it is unknown whether all seven aspects of integrity are 
intact. 

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
Donna Juras, interview with author, via email, February 1, 2021. 
Robin Milburn, interview with author, via phone, March 28, 2021 
 

 



 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 5490 Shadow Lane 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

County Oakland 

Assessor’s Parcel # C-19-21-352-017 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.559050 Long: -83.282780 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1949-1950; 1942 

Architectural Style Contemporary 
 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Slant,Cantilevered,Gable 

Roof Materials Unknown 

Exterior Wall Materials Brick 

Foundation Materials Unknown 

Window Materials Unknown  

Window Type Unknown 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance 1945-1960 

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name Harold J. and Myrtle McCracken House 

Current/Common Name 5490 Shadow Lane 

Historic/Original Owner Harold J. and Myrtle McCracken 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date February 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/202

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
5490 Shadow Lane is an Organic Contemporary style house featuring a slant roof over the carport, a gable roof 
near the north side of the house and a flat roof on the west side of the house. The house is clad in brick and has 
some (undetermined) wood-type cladding. A large brick chimney is located just inside the carport and another 
brick chimney is located on the west side near the flat roof portion of the house. The main entrance is located 
under the carport roof but is separated from the carport itself by a brick divider wall. A clerestory with windows 
projects above the main roofline on the east side of the house.  

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

 
This house was built in 1949-1950 per the Oakland County tax rolls and was designed by Harold Turner for the 
McCracken family. Harold McCracken was the co-founder of the Northwest Chemical Company, serving as 
president of the company before his retirement. Per longtime local resident Robin Milburn, Turner apparently 
designed this house around an older farmhouse that was located on the property when the McCracken’s bought it. 
This may explain why the house has a gable roof portion near the north side of the house. Per Mrs. Milburn, In 
December of 2020 the house was damaged in a house fire but the extent of the damage is unknown.  
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

 
This house is eligible under Criterion C as a substantial example of contemporary mid-century organic architecture 
in Michigan. Designed and built by Harold Turner, who built eight Frank Lloyd Wright houses before beginning his 
own design/build firm, the house is an intact example of mid-century design and top quality craftsmanship and 
materials which is evident in the expertly tooled cypress, the brickwork, and the overall design of the house.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
Oral Interview with Robin Milburn, 3/30/2021 
“Harold J. McCracken, Retired Industrialist,” Detroit Free Press, March 29, 1972 
 

 

 
 



 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 6297 Meadowwood Lane 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Grand Blanc, MI 48439 

County Genesee  

Assessor’s Parcel # 12-12-580-024 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.939410 Long: -83.574280 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1956 

Architectural Style Contemporary 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Slant & Cantilevered 

Roof Materials Unknown 

Exterior Wall Materials Brick 

Foundation Materials Brick 

Window Materials Unknown  

Window Type Window walls 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type: 2; Garage & A-frame 

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible       Meadowwood Lane  

Area(s) of Significance Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance 1956-1957 

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name 6297 Meadowwood Lane 

Current/Common Name 6297 Meadowwood Lane 

Historic/Original Owner Werner Nartel 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date February 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
6297 Meadowwood is an Organic Contemporary style house featuring a slant roof with a small projecting roof with 
clerestory window placed centrally on the primary roof. A peaked slant roof is cantilevered over the driveway to 
create a carport. Built low to the ground on the primary façade and at two full stories on the rear façade, most 
window openings are oriented toward the rear of the house. The exterior of the home is clad in brick and pecky 
cypress in medium brown stained finish. The primary entry is inset inside the carport and there are two 
greenhouses: one (original) on the northeast side of the house and one on the west side of the house (larger and 
not original). A patio on the lakeside of the house appears to have been enclosed with wire screen at some point. 
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

 
 
Built in 1956 this house was one of three Turner constructed on Meadowwood Lane. Originally owned by local 
jewelry store owner Werner Nartel, Nartel eventually operated a type of bird sanctuary (Nartel Wildlife and Bird 
Sanctuary) out of the property which is presumably why the large, enclosed porch on the lakeside and the 
greenhouse on the side of the house were added. Nartel was an avid bird and wildlife enthusiast with a particular 
interest in cranes. The property/lot directly east of the house was a part of the bird sanctuary.  
 
This house is located next door to 6325 Meadowwood which was originally owned by Jules J. Cantin who ran the 
upscale Burton restaurant, El Rancho. The El Rancho was located right next door to Werner Nartel’s jewelry 
business, the Flint Wholesale Jewelers. Nartel and Cantin both built their houses in 1956 and they bought directly 
adjacent lots—it seems very likely that Nartel and Cantin were well acquainted and possibly explains how they 
came to be neighbors in both business and at home. 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

 
This house is eligible under Criterion C as a substantial, intact example of contemporary mid-century architecture 
in Michigan. Designed and built by Harold Turner, who built eight Frank Lloyd Wright houses before beginning his 
own design/build firm, the house is a showpiece of mid-century design and top quality craftsmanship which is 
evident in the expertly tooled cypress, the brickwork, and the overall design of the house.  
 
 
 

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
Oral Interview with Jodene Blair, 3/4/2021 
https://nartelfamilyfoundation.org 
 

 



 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 6325 Meadowwood Lane 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Grand Blanc, MI 48439 

County Genesee  

Assessor’s Parcel # 12-12-580-007 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.939250 Long: -83.576030 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1956 

Architectural Style Contemporary 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Slant & Cantilevered 

Roof Materials Metal 

Exterior Wall Materials Brick 

Foundation Materials Brick 

Window Materials Metal: Aluminum  

Window Type Window walls 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible       Meadowwood Lane  

Area(s) of Significance Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance 1956-1957 

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name 6325 Meadowwood Lane 

Current/Common Name 6325 Meadowwood Lane 

Historic/Original Owner Jules J. Cantin 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date February 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
 
6325 Meadowwood is a large Organic Contemporary style house featuring a slant roof with a small projecting roof 
with clerestory window placed centrally on the primary roof. There are several slant roofs that overlap. Built low to 
the ground on the primary façade and at two full stories on the rear façade, most window openings are oriented 
toward the rear of the house and the lake. An open carport with cantilevered roof is a prominent feature on the 
primary façade. The exterior of the home is clad in brick with trim painted red. An inset entry is located within the 
carport and a massive brick chimney dominates the roofline.  
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

 
 
Built in 1956 this house was one of three Turner constructed on Meadowwood Lane. It was originally owned by 
Jules Cantin who was the owner of the upscale El Rancho restaurant at the corner of Dort Highway and Bristol 
Road in nearby Burton. The El Rancho was located right next door to Werner Nartel’s jewelry business, the Flint 
Wholesale Jewelers. Nartel had commissioned the house directly next door at 6297 Meadowwood in 1956 making 
it likely that Nartel and Cantin were well acquainted and possibly explaining how they came to be neighbors in both 
business and at home. The house is remarkably intact with 2019 real estate listings showing the interior nearly 
untouched. On the exterior, the trim has been painted red. It is unknown whether the roof and windows are original 
or replacements.   
 
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

 
This house is eligible under Criterion C as a substantial, intact example of contemporary mid-century architecture 
in Michigan. Designed and built by Harold Turner, who built eight Frank Lloyd Wright houses before beginning his 
own design/build firm, the house is a showpiece of mid-century design and top quality craftsmanship which is 
evident in the expertly tooled cypress, the brickwork, and the overall design of the house.  
 
 

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
Grand Blanc Township Tax Assessment roll, 1972 
“Restaurant Trivia,” www.FlintExpats.com 
 

 

 



 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 6355 Meadowwood Lane 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Grand Blanc, MI 48439 

County Genesee  

Assessor’s Parcel # 12-12-580-006 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.93926 Long: -83.57676 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1957 

Architectural Style Contemporary 
 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Slant & Cantilevered 

Roof Materials Metal 

Exterior Wall Materials Brick 

Foundation Materials Brick 

Window Materials Metal: Aluminum  

Window Type Window walls 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible       Meadowwood Lane  

Area(s) of Significance Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance 1956-1957 

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name 6355 Meadowwood Lane 

Current/Common Name 6355 Meadowwood Lane 

Historic/Original Owner Unknown 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date February 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
 
6355 Meadowwood is a large Organic Contemporary style house featuring a slant roof with a small projecting roof 
with clerestory window placed centrally on the primary roof. Built low to the ground on the primary façade and at 
two full stories on the rear façade, most window openings are oriented toward the rear of the house. A carport 
resting on regularly spaced wood columns is a prominent feature on the primary façade. The exterior of the home 
is clad in brick with pecky cypress trim and soffits. An inset entry and a slate patio are located just inside the 
carport.  
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

 
 
Built in 1957 this house was one of three Turner constructed houses on Meadowwood Lane. At the rear façade a 
patio was enclosed in glass sometime in the recent past. The roof and living room windows have been replaced. 
The interior is remarkably intact with all pecky cypress, slate, and planters still extant. In 2019 the slate patio at the 
front of the house was rebuilt due to inadequate drainage which had caused below grade leaks in the family room. 
The slate pavers were saved and re-applied once the under-decking had been repaired and rebuilt. 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

 
This house is eligible under Criterion C as a substantial, intact example of contemporary mid-century architecture 
in Michigan. Designed and built by Harold Turner, who built eight Frank Lloyd Wright houses before beginning his 
own design/build firm, the house is a showpiece of mid-century design and top quality craftsmanship which is 
evident in the expertly tooled cypress, the brickwork, and the overall design of the house.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
www.BSAonline.com  
Rebecca Burr, emails with author, February 7, 2021. 
 

 

 
 



 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 7510 Valhalla Drive SE 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Alto, MI 

County Kent 

Assessor’s Parcel # 41-23-03-327-024 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.845260 Long: -85.479820 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1947-1948 

Architectural Style Contemporary 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Flat 

Roof Materials Asphalt; Other (Built up) 

Exterior Wall Materials Unknown 

Foundation Materials Unknown 

Window Materials Unknown  

Window Type Unknown 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type: 1; Shed 

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance 1947-1948 

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name Thornapple Cottage/Thornapple River House 

Current/Common Name Thornapple Cottage/7510 Valhalla Drive SE 

Historic/Original Owner Edward and Edna Hargrave 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date April 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/202

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

**The photo used here is from the assessor’s office as the house was obscured during the field survey. 
 
(Descriptions based on Google Earth images and Kent County Assessor’s photographs): 7510 Valhalla Drive SE 
is an Organic Contemporary style house featuring a flat roof. There is a clerestory window above the flat roof on 
the primary façade with a slant roof. A small carport is located on the primary façade. The house is clad in brick, 
wood, and a stucco-like material. A bank of floor to ceiling windows dominates the back façade (looking over the 
Thornapple River). 
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

 
Harold Turner designed this house for his future sister-in-law in 1947 and it was built between 1947-1948. The 
original owners were Edward and Edna Hargrave (Edna was Laura Turner’s sister). The Hargraves owned a café 
in Grand Rapids, the Mug and Muffin and wanted a rural retreat as they neared retirement. The house features 
radiant floor heat, indoor planters, cypress paneling, and is modest in size at 1,200 square feet.   
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

 
This house is eligible under Criterion C as an intact example of contemporary mid-century organic architecture in 
Michigan. Designed and built by Harold Turner, who built eight Frank Lloyd Wright houses before beginning his 
own design/build firm, this is the second known/confirmed house that Turner designed and built (the first being his 
personal residence at 5403 Telegraph). 
 
 
 

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
Pam VanderPloeg, “Thornapple River House,” WMModern.com, 2017.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 1539 Lochridge Road 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

County Oakland 

Assessor’s Parcel # C-19-07-427-008 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.592330 Long: -83.304990 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1960 

Architectural Style Contemporary 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Gable; Flat 

Roof Materials Asphalt; Membrane; 
Copper flashing 

Exterior Wall Materials Brick; Wood: Cypress 

Foundation Materials Concrete 

Window Materials Plate glass; cypress 

Window Type Picture/fixed; other 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance 1960 

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name 1539 Lochridge Road 

Current/Common Name 1539 Lochridge Road 

Historic/Original Owner Dr. Watson Gilpin 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date February 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
1539 Lochridge Road is a substantial, Organic Contemporary style house featuring a low-pitched gable roofs that 
come to a projecting, cantilevered point at each end. The roofs when viewed from above form three elongated 
hexagons. A large brick chimney is located near the southern end of the house. Built low to the ground on the 
primary façade and with two full stories on the rear façade, most window openings are oriented toward the rear of 
the house toward Lower Long Lake. The exterior of the home is primarily clad in brick and cypress cladding.  
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

 
 
Built in 1960 as of 2011 this home appeared remarkably intact according to real estate listing photos with few if 
any major alterations. The house was originally owned by Vera Gilpin and Dr. Watson Gilpin who was on staff at 
Beaumont Hospital in Royal Oak and Crittenton Hospital in Rochester. A practicing physician for 35 years, Dr. 
Gilpin passed away in 1983. In the 1970s Vera Gilpin was a student at the Birmingham Bloomfield Art Center and 
may have known Turner through that connection. The current owner of this home used to own 1387 Club Drive, 
also a Turner-designed house. Today, based upon aerial photography, the roof material appears to be 
new/replacement but the original roofing material is unknown.  
 
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

 
This house is eligible under Criterion C as a substantial, intact example of contemporary mid-century organic 
architecture in Michigan. Designed and built by Harold Turner, who built eight Frank Lloyd Wright houses before 
beginning his own design/build firm, the house is a showpiece of mid-century design and top quality craftsmanship 
and materials which is evident in the expertly tooled cypress, slate, the brickwork, and the overall design of the 
house.  
 
 

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
“Shoeless Contemporary,” Detroit Free Press, March 3, 1973. 
www.BSAonline.com 
Oakland County Aerial photography, 1963, 1974, 2017 
 

 

http://www.bsaonline.com/


 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 1475 Lone Pine 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

County Oakland 

Assessor’s Parcel # C-19-20-326-001 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.556330 Long: -83.297770 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1958 

Architectural Style Contemporary 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Slant & Cantilevered 

Roof Materials Unknown 

Exterior Wall Materials Brick; Wood: Cypress 

Foundation Materials Concrete; Brick 

Window Materials Plate glass; Cypress; 
Alumin.  

Window Type Fixed; Other 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance 1958 

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name 1475 Lone Pine 

Current/Common Name 1475 Lone Pine 

Historic/Original Owner Boden and Landmesser families 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date February 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
1475 Lone Pine is an Organic Contemporary style house featuring a slant roof with a prominent, large carport on 
the west side of the house. The carport is anchored on the west side by a large, angled brick column. Plate glass 
windows are set into cypress frames on the back (south) façade and a continuous slate floor flows from the living 
area out onto the south patio. Plate glass is all that separates the living area slate from the exterior slate patio as 
the glass is frameless at the bottom and there are planters on either side, indoor and outdoor. A large V shaped 
brick chimney is also placed centrally on the roof near the south and another large chimney stack is located on the 
north façade. A cascading staircase leads up from the drive into the carport on the west façade of the house. 
There are several slant roof sections that make up the roof of the house. The exterior of the home is primarily clad 
in brick and cypress wood cladding.  
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

 
 
Built in 1958 this home was commissioned by the Boden family per one page of drawings currently in possession 
of the owner. The Landmesser family occupied the home in the early 1960s. John A. Landmesser was an official in 
the Pontiac State Bank. The house is remarkably intact with few if any major alterations. The in-floor radiant heat is 
still operational and all the pecky cypress paneling is still extant. A greenhouse on the east side of the house is 
intact. In the 1970s, the house had a highly whimsical tiki bar in the basement and natural rush-like matting on the 
ceiling in the main living room.  
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

 
This house is eligible under Criterion C as a substantial, intact example of contemporary mid-century organic 
architecture in Michigan. Designed and built by Harold Turner, who built eight Frank Lloyd Wright houses before 
beginning his own design/build firm, the house is a showpiece of mid-century design and top quality craftsmanship 
and materials which is evident in the expertly tooled cypress, slate, the brickwork, and the overall design of the 
house.  
 
 

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
Original drawing sheet in current owner’s collection of materials. 
Photographs in the current owner’s collection of materials.  
“John A. Landmesser,” Detroit Free Press, February 3, 1989. 
“House of Many Angles,” Pontiac Press, November 21, 1962. 
 

 



 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 1470 Clarendon 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

County Oakland 

Assessor’s Parcel # C-19-20-326-006 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.565580 Long: -83.297480 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1956 

Architectural Style Contemporary 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Slant  

Roof Materials Unknown 

Exterior Wall Materials Brick; Wood: Cypress 

Foundation Materials Concrete 

Window Materials Plate glass; Cypress; 
Aluminum 

Window Type Fixed; Other 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance 1956 

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name 1470 Clarendon 

Current/Common Name 1470 Clarendon 

Historic/Original Owner Jay Gordon Hall house 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date February 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
1470 Clarendon is an Organic Contemporary style house featuring a slant roof with an open carport that is 
incorporated into the main body of house, below the bedrooms, on the primary (south) facade. A slate patio and a 
small slant roof with clerestory windows is visible on the primary façade as well, above the main living area. Plate 
glass windows are set into cypress frames on the primary façade with a continuous slate floor that flows from the 
living area out onto the south patio. There are two large brick chimneys: one near the center of the house and one 
on the western portion of the house. The house is long and low when viewed from the street. A cypress clad 
standalone building (the tearoom) is set just west of the house. The exterior of the home is primarily clad in brick 
and cypress wood cladding.  
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

 
Built in 1956 this home was commissioned by the Jay Gordon Hall per the drawings currently in possession of the 
owner. Jay Gordon Hall had an illustrious career, teaching history at Wayne University (Wayne State University 
now) in the late 1930s, obtaining his doctorate on scholarship from the University of Chicago in 1942, and, later, 
serving as the director of government relations at General Motors (GM). GM later transferred Hall to Washington, 
D.C. to run the company’s federal legislative and regulatory activities. Once retired he was appointed by President 
Gerald Ford to the National Council of the National Endowment for the Humanities. In his retirement Hall studied 
ancient Roman literature and modern poetry, especially Conrad Aiken.  
 
The house is remarkably intact with original slate floors, pecky cypress paneling, built-ins, and brickwork all still 
extant—the original in-floor radiant heat is no longer operational and new, in-floor radiant heat (along the exterior 
edge of the living room for instance) has been added to the living spaces to condition the house. In 2000 a Frank 
Lloyd Wright fellow, Helena Arahuete of Lautner & Associates out of Los Angeles, California designed an addition 
to the west side of the house to expand the master bathroom. The 2000 addition is in keeping with the style of the 
house but, in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards, is still discernable as an addition to provide 
visual clues to future owners as to its provenance.  

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

 
This house is eligible under Criterion C as a substantial, intact example of contemporary mid-century organic 
architecture in Michigan. Designed and built by Harold Turner, who built eight Frank Lloyd Wright houses before 
beginning his own design/build firm, the house is a showpiece of mid-century design and top quality craftsmanship 
and materials which is evident in the expertly tooled cypress, slate, the brickwork, and the overall design of the 
house.  

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
Original drawings and 2000 drawings in current owner’s collection of materials. 
Janice and Rex Rosenhaus, interview with author, March 2021 
“Jay Gordon Hall, 76, directed government relations for GM,” Detroit Free Press, December 25, 1987. 

 



 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 29997 Briarbank Court 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Southfield, Michigan 48034 

County Oakland 

Assessor’s Parcel # 76-24-09-476-002 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.507920 Long: -83.266340 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1957 

Architectural Style Contemporary 
 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Slant & Cantilevered 

Roof Materials Copper 

Exterior Wall Materials Brick 

Foundation Materials Unknown 

Window Materials Unknown  

Window Type Window walls 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type: 1; Garage 

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance 1957 

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name Young House/29997 Briarbank Court 

Current/Common Name 29997 Briarbank Court 

Historic/Original Owner Ben T. Young 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date February 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
 
29997 Briarbank Court is an Organic Contemporary style house featuring a slant roof with a small projecting roof 
with clerestory window placed centrally on the primary roof. Several slant copper roof sections make up the roof of 
the house, which is pierced by a central chimney. An enclosed, attached garage clad in brick stands on the north 
side of the house. Built low to the ground on the primary façade and with two full stories on the rear façade, most 
window openings are oriented toward the rear of the house. The exterior of the home is primarily clad in brick. 
There is a slate patio on the back side of the house.  
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

 
 
Built in 1957 this home was commissioned by Ben T. Young for his family. Young owned a building waterproofing 
company and was active in the Builders and Traders Exchange in the 1950s. The house originally had a carport, 
but this was enclosed sometime prior to 2011.  
 
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

 
This house is eligible under Criterion C as a substantial, intact example of contemporary mid-century architecture 
in Michigan. Designed and built by Harold Turner, who built eight Frank Lloyd Wright houses before beginning his 
own design/build firm, the house is a showpiece of mid-century design and top quality craftsmanship and 
materials, which is evident in the expertly tooled cypress, copper roof, the brickwork, and the overall design of the 
house.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
Diane Schroeder, interview with author, via phone, March 3, 2021. 
 

 

 
 



 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 4050 Overlea Court 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

County Oakland 

Assessor’s Parcel # C-19-21-352-003 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.559650 Long: -83.283550 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1956 

Architectural Style Contemporary 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Slant & Cantilevered 

Roof Materials Unknown 

Exterior Wall Materials Brick 

Foundation Materials Concrete 

Window Materials Unknown  

Window Type Window walls 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible       Devon Acres/Devon 
on the Lake 

 

Area(s) of Significance Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance 1944-1965 

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name 4050 Overlea Court 

Current/Common Name 4050 Overlea Court 

Historic/Original Owner Walker family 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date February 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
4050 Overlea Court is an Organic Contemporary style house featuring a gable peaked, slant roof on the primary 
façade with a large brick chimney placed centrally on the roof. A ground floor carport roof is directly below the slant 
roof main living space and is a prominent feature on the primary façade.  The exterior of the home is primarily clad 
in brick and cypress wood.  
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

 
 
Built in 1956 this home was commissioned by Russell H. Walker. Walker ran a successful car dealership and, 
before that, a tool and die company. A real estate listing from 2017 indicates that the dwelling features a green 
house and radiant floor heating. The house appears intact from the exterior but whether any construction or 
alterations were performed after 1956 is unknown.   
 
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

 
This house is eligible under Criterion C as a substantial, intact example of contemporary mid-century organic 
architecture in Michigan. Designed and built by Harold Turner, who built eight Frank Lloyd Wright houses before 
beginning his own design/build firm, the house is a showpiece of mid-century design and top quality craftsmanship 
and materials, which is evident in the expertly tooled cypress, brickwork, and overall design.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
“Russell H. Walker Retired Businessman,” Detroit Free Press, April 13, 1970 
“4050 Overlea Court,” Detroit Jewish News, January 26, 2017 

 

 
 



 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 5495 Shadow Lane 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

County Oakland 

Assessor’s Parcel # C-19-21-352-018 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.558980 Long: -83.282330 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1950 

Architectural Style Contemporary 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Slant,Cantilevered 

Roof Materials Copper 

Exterior Wall Materials Brick 

Foundation Materials Unknown 

Window Materials Unknown  

Window Type Unknown 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible       Devon Acres/Devon 
on the Lake 

 

Area(s) of Significance  

Period(s) of Significance  

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name McDuff House/5495 Shadow Lane 

Current/Common Name 5495 Shadow Lane 

Historic/Original Owner Howard McDuff or J.F. Bogden 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date February 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/20

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
5495 Shadow Lane is an Organic Contemporary style house featuring a slant roof over the carport and a prow-
shaped window with slant roof on the north side of the house. The house is clad in brick and has some 
(undetermined) wood-type cladding. A large brick chimney is located centrally on the roof. The main entrance is 
located under the carport roof.  

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

 
This house was built in 1950 per the Oakland County tax rolls. The initial 1950 tax roll indicates the owner was a 
J.F Bogden but the house was designed by Harold Turner for the Howard McDuff family per Harold Turner’s 
daughter Mrs. Juras. No information could be found about Howard McDuff. Based upon interior photographs (circa 
2010) the house has been extensively altered inside. In appears there is no interior pecky cypress paneling, the 
slate flooring does not appear original, the windows have been replaced, and interior fixtures and finishes have 
been replaced.   
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

 
This house is deemed not eligible under Criterion C as the interior modifications have substantially altered the 
integrity of the home. Because the house is eligible for the National Register under Criterion C it is important that a 
high degree of integrity of design, material, and workmanship remain intact and with no interior cypress, replaced 
windows, replaced floors, no interior brickwork on the chimney or anywhere else, and no interior planters, the 
interior space has lost all historic integrity and is not eligible.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
Visual inspection, February 2021 
Young and Young Architects, Young & Young Architects | Residential Architecture | Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 
(yyarchitects.com) 

 

 
 

http://www.yyarchitects.com/projects/residential/bloomfieldhills11/
http://www.yyarchitects.com/projects/residential/bloomfieldhills11/


 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 5530 Shadow Lane 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

County Oakland 

Assessor’s Parcel # C-19-28-101-007 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.558320 Long: -83.282580 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1955 

Architectural Style Contemporary 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Slant, Gable, Flat 

Roof Materials Metal: Copper 

Exterior Wall Materials Brick 

Foundation Materials Unknown 

Window Materials Unknown  

Window Type Unknown 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible       Devon Acres/Devon 
on the Lake 

 

Area(s) of Significance Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance 1944-1965 

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name 5530 Shadow Lane 

Current/Common Name 5530 Shadow Lane 

Historic/Original Owner Geo. C. MacDuff 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date February 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/202

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
5530 Shadow Lane is an Organic Contemporary style house with a prominent gable roof, set almost directly at 
grade, on the primary façade. A carport/port cochere is located next to the prominent gable. An iron gate is located 
on both ends of a small U-shaped driveway that leads through the carport/Porte cochere. The house is clad in 
brick and has some (undetermined) wood-type cladding. The northwest side of the house is dominated by a low 
projecting bank of windows which is covered by a flat roof. The main entrance is located under the carport roof. A 
small clerestory with windows projects above the main roofline on the south side of the house.  

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

 
In 1950 Harold Turner conveyed the land upon which this house sits to H.J. McCracken. McCracken owned the 
house next door, 5490 Shadow Lane. Apparently, McCracken later sold the lot as this house was built in 1955 and 
was originally owned by Geo. C. McDuff according to the city directory. No other information has been found about 
the original and subsequent owners. There are no obvious alterations that are visible from the street. 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

 
This house is eligible under Criterion C as a substantial example of contemporary mid-century organic architecture 
in Michigan. Designed and built by Harold Turner, who built eight Frank Lloyd Wright houses before beginning his 
own design/build firm, the house is an intact example of mid-century design and top quality craftsmanship and 
materials which is evident in the copper roof, the brickwork, and the overall design of the house.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
Baldwin Public Library, City Directory.  
5530 Shadow Lane, Oakland County Register of Deeds. 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 3755 W. Pemberton 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

County Oakland 

Assessor’s Parcel # C-19-16-101-015 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.585400 Long: -83.283560 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1956 

Architectural Style Contemporary 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Slant 

Roof Materials Unknown 

Exterior Wall Materials Brick; Wood: Cypress 

Foundation Materials Unknown 

Window Materials Unknown  

Window Type Unknown 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance 1956 

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name 3755 W. Pemberton 

Current/Common Name 3755 W. Pemberton 

Historic/Original Owner J. Ludington 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date February 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
3755 W. Pemberton is an Organic Contemporary style house featuring a slant roof. A large V shaped brick 
chimney is also placed centrally on the roof and there is another brick chimney near the south side of the roof. The 
hipped roof garage is a prominent feature on the primary façade. The house is built low to the ground on the 
primary façade. The exterior of the home is primarily clad in brick and wood cladding. There is a small wood clad 
section of the house on the south side primary façade. 
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

 
 
Built in 1956 lot upon which this home sits was conveyed from Laura Turner to J. Ludington in 1954. J. Ludington 
was likely the man who commissioned the house from Harold Turner and the first occupant of the house. As of the 
1976 tax rolls, a Dorothy Ludington owned the house. Based upon historic aerial photography it appears that the 
garage was a recent addition. 
 
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

 
This house is eligible under Criterion C as a substantial, intact example of contemporary mid-century organic 
architecture in Michigan. Designed and built by Harold Turner, who built eight Frank Lloyd Wright houses before 
beginning his own design/build firm, the house is a showpiece of mid-century design and top quality craftsmanship 
and materials which is evident in the brickwork and the overall design of the house.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
Bloomfield Township Tax Assessor, 1976, 1976-07_13-17.aspx (bloomfieldtwp.org) 

 

 
 

https://www.bloomfieldtwp.org/Living-in-Bloomfield/History/HistoricalRecords/1976-07_13-17.aspx


 

 

Michigan SHPO Architectural Properties  
Identification Form 
Property Overview and Location   

Street Address 1387 Club Drive 

City/Township, State, Zip Code Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

County Oakland 

Assessor’s Parcel # C-19-08-151-015 

Latitude/Longitude (to the 6th decimal point) Lat: 42.596405 Long: -83.297149 

Ownership Private    Public-Local    Public-State    Public-Federal    Multiple    

Property Type     (Insert primary photograph below.) 

Building   select sub-type 
below  

Commercial   
Residential   
Industrial   
Other   

Structure     
 

Object      

Architectural Information            

Construction Date 1956 

Architectural Style Contemporary 

Building Form Organic 

Roof Form Slant; Flat 

Roof Materials Membrane 

Exterior Wall Materials Brick; Wood: Cypress 

Foundation Materials Unknown 

Window Materials Plate glass; cypress 

Window Type Picture/fixed; other 

Outbuildings Yes     No    

Number/Type:  

Eligibility 

Individually 
Eligible 

Criterion A      Criterion B        Criterion C     Criterion D     

Criteria Considerations: a.     b.     c.     d.     e.     f.     g.  

Component of a 
Historic District 

Contributing to a 
district    

Non-contributing 
to a district  

Historic District Name   

Not Eligible         

Area(s) of Significance Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance 1956 

Integrity – Does the property possess integrity in all or some of the 7 aspects? 

Location    Design    Materials    Workmanship    Setting    Feeling    Association    

General Integrity: Intact  Altered  Moved  Date(s): 

Historic Name 1387 Club Drive 

Current/Common Name 1387 Club Drive 

Historic/Original Owner Unknown 

Historic Building Use Residential 

Current Building Use Residential 

Architect/Engineer/Designer Harold Turner 

Builder/Contractor Harold Turner 

 

Survey Date February 2021 Recorded By Cassandra Talley Agency Report #  

 

 

For SHPO Use Only SHPO Concurrence?:  Y / N Date: 
Form date: 2/28/2020

 



 

 

Narrative Architectural Description 
 

Provide a detailed description of the property, including all character-defining features and any accessory resources. This 
is required for all properties.  
 

 
1387 Club Drive is an Organic Contemporary style house featuring a slant and flat roof with a projecting roof and 
clerestory windows centered on the primary façade. The pointed roof of the carport on the north façade is a 
prominent feature visible from the street. Plate glass windows set into cypress frames dominate the primary façade 
and these windows wrap the corner onto the south façade creating clear sightlines through the house from the 
street. Built low to the ground on the primary façade and with two full stories on the rear façade, most window 
openings are oriented toward the rear of the house toward Forest Lake. The exterior of the home is primarily clad 
in brick and cypress.  
 

 

History of the Resource 
 
Provide information on previous owners, land use(s), and construction and alteration dates in a narrative format. This is 
required for all intensive level surveys, NRPQs, and nominations, and recommended for other identification efforts.   
 

 
 
Built in 1956 the original owner is unknown, but the house was quickly sold in 1961 just a few years after it was 
completed. According to a 1996 article in Echoes magazine, the original owner ran out of money while building the 
house and thus some specified finishes (slate floors in the bathrooms and kitchen) were never installed. By 1990 
the house had fallen into disrepair and the owners at that time, Tom Verwest and Tom Walsh, spent considerable 
time repairing and renovating it. Today, the slate floors in the living spaces, the pecky cypress paneling, and the 
brickwork are all still extant. Based upon aerial photography, the roof material appears to be new/replacement but 
the original roofing material is unknown.  
 
 
 

 

Statement of Significance/Recommendation of Eligibility 
 
Provide a detailed explanation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Include an evaluation under at least 
one of the four National Register Criteria and one Area of Significance. Include a discussion of the seven aspects of 
integrity, and make a recommendation about eligibility. This is required for all properties.  
 

 
This house is eligible under Criterion C as a substantial, intact example of contemporary mid-century organic 
architecture in Michigan. Designed and built by Harold Turner, who built eight Frank Lloyd Wright houses before 
beginning his own design/build firm, the house is a showpiece of mid-century design and top quality craftsmanship 
and materials which is evident in the expertly tooled cypress, slate, the brickwork, and the overall design of the 
house.  
 
 

 
References       

 

List references used to research and evaluate the individual property. For NRPQ’s include copies of key documents. 

 
“Boomerang House,” Echoes, December 1996 
Effie Steele, interview by author, February 23, 2021 
www.BSAonline.com 
Oakland County Aerial photography, 1963, 1974, 2017 
 

 

http://www.bsaonline.com/

