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In Memoriam

Michael Carmichael
The Bloomfield Historical Society
has lost an important contributor
and friend. Michael Carmichael,
husband of founding board member
and long-time president Pam
Carmichael, passed away this past
spring.

Michael played an important role in
the formation of the Society and
continued to be a prolific
contributor. His research and
writing about many local history
subjects were often found in this
newsletter, which he also skillfully
edited. He was an instrumental part
of many of our Local History
Programs at the Bloomfield
Township Public Library and he was
always on the lookout for artifacts of
local importance, finding a number
of fascinating pieces for the Local
History Archives.

Michael’s contributions to the
society are immeasurable, and his
enthusiasm for local history will be
greatly missed.
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Building a New Home—As Challenging
in the Roaring ‘20s as it is Now—Maybe More so!

-

Thanks to a detailed autobiography by
Thorn Smith, who built a home on
Cranbrook Road in Bloomfield Village, we
have a first hand look at the challenges of
building a home, moving in and furnishing it
during the building boom of the roaring
20s.

The “Roaring '20s” was a period of rapid
economic growth and quickly evolving
cultural change — automobiles, aviation, radio, cinema, music, dance, fashion—things
were indeed roaring!

Thorn Smith was a successful chemist at the time, | Editor’s note: Two grandchildren, Ross

and tells us from his memoir that in 1924 he went | (from California) and Joan (from New
on a “spending spree to buy vacant lots here and Jersey) added to this story. From Ross
there.” He and his wife bought several lots in we got a copy of the Tatler (view on our
Dearborn and two in Bloomfield Village. The lot
in Bloomfield Village where he ended up building

cost $5,000 at the time.

website) which prompted member
Lanie Tobin to contact her childhood
friend Joan who sent the memoir of her

Grandfather Thorn Smith.

Building started in 1925 when, according to Thorn

Smith, “costs were high and every Tom, Dick and

Harry was a building contractor out for big profits.” They paid the architect an
additional 6% to supervise the construction, but he “had too many other irons in the
fire.” So, the Smith family visited the building site several times per week, but found
the contractors did “more or less dirty work between our visits,” and only after moving
in did they discover all the shortcomings.

(Thorn Smith Continued on page 4)

® 4
The Spanish Flu epidemic of 1918 in the Bloomfield Area

The Spanish flu of 1918 was as frightening as Covid-19 is today. Local merchants
advertised a variety of treatments to battle the deadly influenza in the 1918 Birmingham
Eccentric. There was even a shortage of Vicks VapoRubl!
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info@ answers
Society member John Marshall tackles questions you asked
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What is the story of the Oakland Hills Riding Club that shows up on the 1930 Township Maps
along 14 Mile Road between Telegraph Rd. and Lahser Rd?

C.dJ. Lyngeman
etal

Section 33 in 1930. Fire destroys the stables in 1940 Indoor polo in the South Unit

There was indeed an Equestrian Club in the south half of Section 33 of the Township (bounded by Maple Rd., 14
Mile Rd., Lahser Rd. and Telegraph Rd) from the late 1920s through 1940. It contained family farms for its first 90
years of existence. Then in 1915 Qakland Hills Country Club acquired 260 acres in the east part of the north half of
the section. About 10 years later (approx. 1928) Caspar J. Lingeman a realtor from Detroit acquired the rest of
Section 33.

He appears to have founded what was known as the Oakland Hills Riding Club (OHRC) almost immediately since
there is an article in the Detroit Free Press dated 04 December 1928 reporting that Caspar J. Lingeman hosted the
members of the undefeated University of Detroit Titan football squad at a dinner-dance at the OHRC.

Upon acquiring the property, he immediately obtained a mortgage on it for $250,000. The timing of this mortgage
was disastrous as the stock market crashed in October 1929 leading to the Great Depression. Lingeman was unable
to meet the payment schedule and lost the property to foreclosure through a Sheriff’s Sale in June 1930. It was
purchased by a liquidation company which held it until the early 1940s.

Apparently, the OHRC was able to continue operation after foreclosure for there was another Free Press article in
October 1938 showing three UofD coeds planning a hay ride to be held at the OHRC. In 1937 Zol C. (Tom)
Outland purchased a 10.65 acre parcel on the south side of 14 mile immediately across 14 Mile Rd. from the
OHRC. It became part of the complex and was referred to as the South Unit. Tom Outland built a couple of stable
buildings, as well as, an indoor arena in which many 3 versus 3 polo matches were played as part of the Michigan
Polo Association. There were teams from Detroit, Lansing, Rochester, Pontiac, Flint, Franklin Hills and Saginaw.
Tom Outland continued as the proprietor of the OHRC.

Disaster struck the OHRC on November 11, 1940 when a fire destroyed two barns and the riding ring on the South
Unit. All of the horses boarded at the OHRC were saved (75 in the south unit and another 50 in the north unit.)
The loss was estimated at $50,000. Fire crews from Birmingham, Bloomfield Township, and Berkley fought the fire.
The flames were seen for several miles in all directions. Outland said that the loss was partly covered by insurance
and he quickly rebuilt on the south side of 14 mile Rd. where the buildings were destroyed.

Shortly after the fire the land on the north side of 14 Mile Rd. was sold and several residential subdivisions were
platted - e.g. Berkshire Glen and Berkshire Villas. This resulted in the disappearance of the north unit of the OHRC.
The South Unit remained and was renamed Outlands Riding Stables. Outland operated the stables until his death in
October 1976 at the age of 93. The 10.65 acres were sold and developed into a 24 unit gated residential community
named the “Outlands” which was built by the Kellett Construction Company and completed in 1979.
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Two young Oakland County pioneer sisters
document their log home with pencil drawings in 1848.

The family story told by Marjorie O’Brian Ward is that it was Christmas day 1833 when Thomas and Lodema
Beach crossed the ice on the Detroit River. They had come from western New York to settle in Michigan and were
headed to their farm which had a small log home in Bloomfield Township along Adams Road. By some good
fortune two pencil drawings of the log home with auxiliary buildings, a fence and gate, trees, a pond, and even a
crow flying by survived and were saved and passed down through the family.
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The two drawings, one on each side of a single sheet of paper, appear to have been drawn by two different children.
On one side is written “1848 year”. Who did these drawings? Why did they make them?

The land sale records show that in 1837 Thomas Beach purchased 90 acres of land in the Township, 10 acres of
which had frontage on Adams Road. The land also had a small log home on it built by the previous land owner
Richard Hotham. So it’s quite possible that the Beach family could be living in a log home on Adams Road at least
by 1837 if not earlier.

The 1850 census shows the Beach family with three children. At the time of the drawings in 1848 Clark would
have been 2, Maria 8, and Alma 13. It appears most likely that it was Maria and Alma that did the drawings of their
home. Each one using one side of the paper and each with her own approach.

It’s not possible to know for sure why the girls made the drawings but one theory is that they would soon be
moving out and into a new larger farm house their father was building for the family on the adjacent 10 acres he
purchased a year earlier in 1847. The young girls would be leaving the only home they knew for most of their
childhood. One can easily imagine an early Spring or late Fall warm day when the leaves were off the trees and
the girls finding a spot to sit down to draw their childhood home perhaps as a way to say good-by. The younger
one going first and then the older one showing off a little by using a ruler and adding more detail and the date.

In 1990, 142 years later, a summer drought revealed an outline of a fieldstone foundation of a small 26 ft by 15 ft
structure on the lawn of a home along Adams Road confirming the exact location of where the two young pioneer
girls once lived and did their drawings. (See Legacy Fall/Winter 2010)
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In Memoriam

It has been a sad year for the Bloomfield Historical Society. We
recently lost two former longtime board members.

Al Magnus served on the board as our treasurer until he retired. He
worked as a CPA at his own firm, Jenkins, Magnus, Volk & Carrol in
Bloomfield Township. He was very active as a community volunteer
for a number of organizations.

?( ?
Gail Barget also served as a board member for many years. She had retired from the West Bloomfield

School District after a career as a teacher and librarian. Gail and Al generously contributed their time,
ideas, and enthusiasm for our local history to the board and community.
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(Thorn Smith Continued from page 1)

Among the many problems was an oil
burner of the wrong make which blew
up, causing some damage. The garage
had swinging doors, and the wind would
tear them from their hinges on a regular
basis. The electric water heater had
flawed wiring and resulted in an electric
bill of more than $100 one month until
it was detected. An elaborate automatic water softener was installed that “was anything
but that” and had to be replaced. The last structure to be built was the greenhouse at a
cost of $2,000—much more than Thorn Smith had expected. It did give him “many hours
of pleasure.”

With construction finally done, and their children enrolled in Birmingham schools, they
loaded several moving vans and headed to the newly completed home. “There were no
roads of any mention in the subdivision,” according to Thorn Smith, and “there was deep
mud everywhere.” The moving vans sunk into the soft earth, and it took several hours to
free them.

Their household goods were unloaded outside the home “and everything was a mix-up”
In addition, it began to snow, and “everything was covered with a half inch of wet, nasty
snow. No great damage was done, and eventually I got everything inside.”

More furnishings were required to fill the new home. Their chief decorator from JL
Hudson’s department store arrived in a rainstorm and was covered with mud by the time he
walked through the subdivision! He helped them choose colors and additional furnishings,
but for a long time “in Bloomfield Village we had a house but nothing else.”

Landscaping the acre-plus lot was the final challenge. The grounds were in terrible condition
and landscapers worked almost until Christmas grading and installing a circular drive. Over
the next year, the landscape was completed at significant expense and included apple and
poplar trees, shrubs, rose bushes, a terrace and pool. Various gardens were also planted
which resulted in, among other treasures, “the largest and finest watermelons I have ever
seen”.

Thorn Smith’s home is still standing on Cranbrook road and recently had a facelift. A
greenhouse is still prominently featured, and the beautiful home has helped create memories
for generations of families.

Bloomfield Historical Society

Announces 1st Essay Contest!
E The essay contest, open to juniors and sen-
iors at the International Academy in Bloom-

CONTE ST field Township, will have 3 cash prizes. First

prize has been named the

Michael Carmichael award in honor of the
late Michael Carmichael, the former editor and prolific contributor to this news-
letter.

Students are asked to write up to 1,200 words on an individual or group who has
made a significant impact on the history of the Bloomfield area. We are looking
forward to seeing the essays, and making this an annual tradition. Look for the
announcement of the essay winners in our next issue.
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