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NOTE .
T T Our Centennial Home

EDITOR: How | Found a 19th Century Farmhouse
Hidden Inside Our Home

By Lawrence Trinkaus

One thing we like to do here in

Legacy is to share resources of our
local history with you, our readers. In
this issue, two articles are based on
materials found in the office of the
manager of Bloomfield Village.

Years ago, John Marshall found an
interesting document in the Village's
archived records which he tells about

in response to a question he received
recently to info @ answers. More
currently, we learned of another
collection they have that we write
about in Architectural History in Blue!
Board member Larry Trinkaus found
many useful resources in uncovering the
history of his house. In our cover story
he adds another chapter of his research
- look for more chapters in the future.

Forty-five years ago, my wife and
| moved into our home in Bloomfield
Township. Walking in our subdivision,
we could see the remains of rows of
old apple trees. Close to the house
itself there was an old apple tree and
a huge old pear tree. While planting
in the garden we kept finding artifacts
from the past including broken china
and glass, the bowl of a clay pipe,
a WWI toy soldier, and an old
horse shoe.

We wondered: Could our house have
originally been part of an early Bloomfield
Township farm? Who built the original house
and when was it built?
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(Continued on page 3)



info@answers

SOCIETY MEMBER JOHN MARSHALL TACKLES QUESTIONS YOU ASKED

QUESTION:
What more can you tell us about the 1920’s map and driving tour of Bloomfield?

Discovery of the Document

The Bloomfield Trail: A Blue Book...with Driving Directions &
Map is a wonderful 1927 driving tour through much of
Bloomfield Township and the future City of Bloomfield Hills.
This document was publlshed by the Judson Bradway
Company to help market the many
residential developments the compa-
ny was creating at the time, including
the large Township subdivision of
Bloomfield Village. | first uncovered
itin 1993 at the Village's office where
| met then Village Manager Charles
Williams. He said that he was also
the self-appointed “archivist” for

the records of the Judson Bradway
Company. This impressive collection
of materials included an original copy
of the Blue Book.
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The Bloomfield Trail No.1

The purpose of the driving map was to encourage interested
Detroiters to take a self-guided tour of the area in the
convenience of their personal automobile. Bloomfield Trail
was designed as a “3-hours’ round trip from your door, out
uncrowded Wider Woodward, into the hills and woods of
Bloomfield.” The map was heavily promoted in Detroit
newspapers and The Afterglow magazine which featured it
in full-page advertisements for several months starting with
the June 1927 issue. The ads boasted that the Blue Book was
“a driving guide with pictures, the country clubs, the lakes,
churches, schools; it identifies the rambling estates of
prominent Detroiters and gives their owners’ names.” The
Blue Book was 16" by 13", duplex printed and folded like a
traditional road map down to a pocket size of 4" by 6 /2

A detailed 5” by 5 2" drawing of the route was a key part
of the guide.

The Route

The distance of the route was about 17 miles. It started and
ended at the intersection of Woodward and Maple in the heart
of Birmingham. The route wound through about nine square
miles of the Bloomfield area bounded by Maple Road, Adams
Road, Long Lake Road, and Lahser Road. Forty-eight individual
estates and thirteen public buildings encountered along the
way were each identified by a number in miles to the tenth.
That number would match the driver's odometer which was

to be set to 0.0 at Woodward and Maple. For many of the
houses and buildings a small, clear 1" by 2" photograph was
printed. There were many turns encountered when following
the route. To assist the driver, direction signs were posted
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along the route, especially at points where a turn onto a new road
was required. Following the trail, drivers passed through at least
seven of the Township subdivisions that had been platted and
improved by Bradway including: Trowbridge Farms, Bloomfield
Estates, Eastover Farms, and Chelmsleigh.

The Bloomfield Trail No. 2

Shortly after Driving Map No.1 was produced by Bradway a
second version was produced in the same format. The main
difference between the two was that Map No. 2 directed the
driver south on Cranbrook Road to Quarton Road and then
through the newly developed Bloomfield Village subdivision to
the corner of Maple and Lahser. Map No.1 simply took the driver
straight south on Lahser Road for almost 3 miles from Long Lake
Road to Maple. The two versions of the Map included 25 houses
in common and another 20-plus unique to each.
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(Continued from page 1)

Early Settlers Coming to Bloomfield Township

The story of our house starts in 1833 with Thomas Beach and
his wife Lodema. | have previously written about their coming to
Bloomfield Township, migrating from New York and purchasing 90
acres of farmland along Dodge Road (now Adams). They settled
here with their two daughters in a small log home built by the pre-
vious landowner. It's in this log cabin in 1846 that the future build-
er of our house, Clark Beach, was born. As their farm prospered,
Thomas and Lodema soon built a fine Greek Revival home next to
the cabin where Clark would live until he grew up. Just north of
the Beach farm was the Nelson Madden farm where a young girl
named Mary Madden lived with her family. Mary and Clark Beach
probably attended the district one-room school house together
that was located on her father’s farm on Square Lake Road.

Mary’s childhood was marked by the death of her father when
she was only six. The family farm would be divided up between
her mother and the children. In 1866, Mary, now 18 years old
could take possession of her inherited 16 acres of the family farm
fronting on Square Lake Road.

The Origin of Our
Bloomfield Township Home

On March 6, 1867, Mary Madden
and Clark Beach were married. Clark
and Mary built their home on the
property that Mary had inherited. In
the 1870 Census they are listed as
living there with a three-month-
old son and one of Mary’s younger

brothers as a farm laborer. Clark soon
bought the shares of Mary's siblings

1867 Wedding Pho of Clark and Mary Beach

expanding their farm to almost 70 acres, as indicated on the
1872 Township map. For the next six years Clark and Mary
farmed the land and lived in the house with their first three
children. In October 1876 they decided to sell and move into
the larger home of Clark’s elderly parents, Thomas and
Lodema, where Clark had lived as a child.

Finding the Greek Revival Beginnings

With the information gathered about the young
Bloomfield family from 150 years ago, | developed a better
understanding of how to find their circa 1870 home within
our house that has had many additions added over the years.
Looking at the exterior | could see the outline of Clark and
Mary’s small Greek Revival house. Under the current cedar
shake siding is white clap-board. The angle and height of the
roof appears original. Looking from in-side the attic, | found
evidence that wood shingles had been used at one time for
the roof and the decking is made up of old boards, some are
unusually wide. In the basement the old original fieldstone
foundation revealed that the house Clark and Mary had built
was a two story upright, 18" X 26, with a single story attached
wing, 12" X 12'. Vertical saw markings can be seen on the
floor joists and the original 3 ¥ inch pine flooring still exists
and matches the outline of the original foundation. The 1870
Beach house was still there, just hidden inside the home my
family loves so much.

We now have the answers to our questions about our
circa 1870 house. But there is more to this story!
Watch for it in a future edition of Legacy.

Greek Revival
Beginnings
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Founded in 2004 for a recent article, we noticed racks and racks of blueprints in
a storage area. What is the story behind those we wondered?

Thanks to Cathy Weissenborn, Village manager, we now know!
Bloomfield Village, developed by Judson Bradway, is a
deed restricted community, which means certain architectural
and design requirements must be met. When a home is built or
remodeled, blueprints must be submitted for review. There are
original blueprints for most of the one thousand homes in the

President j > ]
Dave Bogart Vlllage', some dat'lng back to the late '1 920s. Many of the earlier
blueprints were signed by Bradway himself, and have his

Vice President comments - change the shingles, change the color, etc.
Lawrence Trinkaus Bradway was known to be a hands-on developer!

Before being stored at the Village's office, the blueprints
Secretary were stored in Bradway's home and office. None of the blue-
Katie Kiyo prints have been thrown out, even for homes that have been
I de.molished.. The Village is in the process of d‘igitizing the bl.ue-
Dave Bogart prints and Village manager Weissenborn said it has been quite

a job! New homes and remodeling projects must still submit
blueprints for approval, which is the HOA's primary role.

Pamela Carmichael
Pierre DePorre, DVM
Dorm Dickerson

FLASHBACK

Dwight Diener

Al Eicher IT'S JANUARY, 1947 -
Drew Mast WHATS ON THE MENU AT THE KINGLSEY INN?
Jay Oberg

This fascinating piece of local hospitality history was
sent to us by Mr. David Doss of Allen Park who found
it among a collection of ephemera at an antique shop
in Tecumseh, Michigan. For a closer look, check our
website or Facebook page.

Michael Schostak
Marilyn Tuchow
Michael West
Joel Young, MD

Do you have something
related to our local history?
Contact us, we’d love to see it!

Martin C. Brook
Katherine Bryant
David Hendrickson
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