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NOTE FROM

THE EDITOR:

Wabeek, a name familiar to those of us in
the Bloomfield area, may sound unusual, even
curious, to others. What does the name mean
and how does it tie to James Couzens, the
influential business executive and United
States Senator from Michigan? Read the
answers in this issue as uncovered by board
member Jay Oberg.

Names, like Wabeek, conjure up intriguing
images. In the 1920s and ‘30s, many houses
were named by their owners. Board member
Katie Kiyo takes a fun look at the inspiration
for some of those names. Inch House, Chicken
Coop House and Kintra House are among the
homes Katie writes about.

We were so sorry to learn of the passing
of longtime Bloomfield resident and Historical
Society member Dave Kellett. Dave was a
local builder who was instrumental in
preserving the Benjamin-Barton house. He
was to be our next oral history candidate and,
although we did several preliminary meetings,
we did not make it to the Bloomfield
Community TV studio to record the interview.
In lieu of a recording we have captured his
story for you inside in “A Bloomfield Life.”

This Fall we had a surprise visitor to the
1840s Craig log cabin, former resident Barbara
Flournoy who lived in the cabin as a newlywed
in the 1960s! What was it like back then?
Barbara's stories add a whole new chapter to
our understanding of the cabin. If you haven't
visited Bloomfield's historic log house yet,
why not plan on a visit when we reopen it in
the Spring?
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Wabeek Manor

Origins of Wabeek

The word “Wabeek" is believed to
be of Native American origin and can be
found scattered throughout the environs
of Bloomfield Township: it graces the name
of an exclusive country club, an upscale
group of residential neighborhoods, a lake
and a former bank and trust company. A
little further afield, there is the Wabeek
Building in downtown Birmingham.
Originally, in Bloomfield, Wabeek was the
name given to the farm, manor house, and
broader estate built by James Couzens and

Wabeek Farm buildings

i

his wife Margaret for their family. Couzens adopted the name Wabeek from
a word he found in an article in the Saturday Evening Post which translated to
mean “the best place.” A remarkable local figure in his own right, Couzens, a
former railroad and coal clerk, was one of the initial twelve investors in the Ford
Motor Company, where he served as general manager for Henry Ford until
1915. He then moved on to become a local banker, mayor of Detroit
from 1919-1922, and United States Senator from Michigan during the years
1922-1936.

As his prosperity grew, Couzens purchased a number of separate farms just
west of Telegraph Road and created the Wabeek Estate & Farm on a roughly
800-acre parcel straddling Long Lake Road.

(continued on page 3)



info@answers

SOCIETY MEMBERS TACKLE QUESTIONS YOU ASKED

| USED TO LIVE IN THE CRAIG LOG CABIN. CAN | COME AND VISIT?

A Former Resident Visits the Craig Log Cabin

Barbara Flournoy and her husband Peter lived in the
historic Craig Cabin in the 1960s as newlyweds. So, we were
delighted at the prospect of adding another first-person
account to the Cabin’s story and answered Barbara’s
question with an emphatic “yes!”, arranging to meet with her
and her daughter Catherine in late October. We tend to focus
on talking about the stories from the mid-1800s of William and
Sarah Craig and their eleven children in the original 16'X20’
log house, and having Barbara’s memories to share would add
to the narrative.

Cabin Stories from the 1960s

Barbara told us that she and her late husband moved into
the cabin in 1967, renting from then-owner John VanderVeen
whom she knew through her job. The previous tenants had
left because the well had run dry, and Vanderveen, rather than
digging another well, was waiting for the Township to extend
the new city-water lines out to the Cabin. Barbara planned her
wedding date to coincide with the completion of the work, but
it turned out they missed by about a week.

The cabin had been “modernized” in the 1930s with a
lean-to addition across the back that housed a kitchen,
bedroom and bathroom. In 1953, after returning from the
Korean War, Vanderveen had saved the cabin from
development when he bought it for his home. He filled the cab-
in with art and antiques and enjoyed living there for almost ten
years before relocating closer to his work. The updated interior
also featured earlier wood paneling, covering the original rustic
logs. Barbara, an interior designer at the J.L. Hudson

Christmas in the Craig log cabin, late 1960s

Newlyweds Barbara and Peter

Company, added her own flourishes and furnishings to those
left by Vanderveen, even including a baby grand piano!

We asked lots of questions about life in the expanded
cabin. Barbara explained that the kitchen with its small eating
area served them well, but the bedroom was so small that when
she got out of bed all she had to do was turn around and she
was in the bathroom! They did not use the loft, and Barbara
could only recall venturing up the ladder a couple of times just
far enough to peer into the unfinished space.

The Flournoys entertained family and friends regularly.
As many as thirty guests fit comfortably according to
Barbara whose photographs show a charmingly decorated
home featuring a beautiful Christmas tree, a large, ornate gilt
mirror, a chandelier, framed art and books. Guests sat around
a dining table, and, for larger gatherings, also around a coffee
table in front of the fireplace. Barbara and Peter made the
most of the small space and created lasting memories during
their several years there. When they moved on, Barbara’s
colleague from Hudson's, Sally and her husband Fred Koch
became the next tenants (see their story in Legacy Fall
Winter 2019.)

The Craig Cabin Today

The Craig log cabin, relocated to Bowers School Farm in
2008, has been restored and interpreted to reflect its original
look when in 1851 William Craig brought his bride, Sarah,
home. Barbara was amused by the restored log cabin, and,
although it has been stripped of the modern amenities she
remembered, the “restoration” now will include her stories
from the 1960s.

Barbara enjoying a visit to her former home,
now in its original rustic state!



Wabeek Manor (continued)

The White House (Couzens’ Summer Home)

The first house on the estate was a large white colonial
known, unsurprisingly, as “the White House.” Built near
Cranberry Lake, which was what Wabeek Lake was called at the
time, the house was used for the family’'s summer cottage, while
they maintained their primary home in the Boston Edison District
in Detroit. Later on, a large barn was built fronting Long Lake
Road, near the present site of Manchester Court. According to
a Detroit News article from 1913, Couzens remarked that “my
favorite relaxation is to go to Wabeek Farm. | go about looking
like a farmer, with no-one to bother me"”. As a working dairy
farm, Wabeek was rarely profitable, but in his role as a country
squire Couzens noted that “My cows don't talk to me, don’t ask
questions, nor criticize my way of doing things.” Nevertheless, at
a later point in the 1920s, Couzens recognized that he needed
additional help to run the farm and sponsored a public contest
to attract the best candidate. He awarded a contract to two
brothers to operate the farm rent-free for five years.

Building Wabeek Manor

In 1924, Couzens commissioned noted industrial architect
Albert Kahn to design a new home, Wabeek Manor, as the
family’s permanent residence on the estate. In the November
1926 Afterglow, a byline on then-Senator Couzens indicated that
“...building was underway at Wabeek Farms,” and that “the new
house will be built on Cranberry Lake and will face southwest
toward the lake, with a commanding view of three lakes.”
Wabeek Manor was constructed between 1924 and 1927, during
the same time Kahn was building the Fisher Building in Detroit,
and it is supposed that many of the same European artisans
worked on both structures. Each fireplace in the home is made of
marble from different parts of the world. Master cabinet makers
from Germany and Switzerland spent three years completing the
intricately carved woodwork in the interior. The mansion was
finished in time to provide the setting for a 1927 engagement
reception for Couzens' daughter Madeline and then her wedding
which followed in 1928.

Wabeek Today

James Couzens died in 1936 at age 60, having lived in the
Wabeek Manor for only eight years. After being used for many
decades as a home by members of the Couzens family, the
mansion, along with the whole estate property, was sold in the

1960s to Chrysler Realty Corporation, and the Wabeek Farm

& Creamery became non-functional. The farm buildings
apparently burned down in the 1960s, and the old White House
was torn down shortly after Chrysler purchased the property.
Wabeek Manor itself was used as the Chrysler-Wabeek
Development Company'’s sales office until the 1980’s when

it was purchased by new owners who faithfully restored the
house, returning it to a family home. Today the once-again
stately manor house still stands within the boundaries of the
Wabeek North neighborhood.

The Charm and History
of House Names

The tradition of “naming” houses was
common in the Bloomfield area in the
1920s and ‘30s. More than just titles,
the chosen names often painted a
vivid picture of a particular location
or landscape, property history, or
desired personality, making each one
a story in its own right. Sometimes they would echo a property’s
agricultural origins like Clarence Otter’s “Apple Tower”, Jack
Frost's “Chicken Coop House"”, or Gustavus Pope's “Apple Lane
Farm”. Other times they would incorporate family names like
Ralph Stone's “Stonelea”, or Carl Strand’s “Strandcrest”...or
just whisper the story of the landscape itself like Charles
Stinchfield’s “Stoneycroft”, Carl Huyette's “Magnolia (Rocky)
Terrace”, Harry Taylor's “Oak Hill”, or Albert Stahelin’s “Elm
Knoll”. And even others, like H. Augustus O'Dell’s “Inch
House"”, Gaelic for river meadow, and Frank Whelden'’s “Kintra
House", Scottish for country home, provided a glimpse into the
family’s genealogical past. All of these names infused our early
Bloomfield homes with warmth, charm, and sometimes even a
touch of poetry — and conjured up the promise of something
splendid within! A detailed history of 56 “century homes”

in the Bloomfield area, often along with their original house
names, can be found on our website under the menu item,”
History Next Door”.



A Bloomfield Life

L. David Kellett, a resident of Bloomfield Hills, had a long career as a
master builder in the Bloomfield area: he was the very first employee
of Pulte Homes and later founded Kellett Construction Company.
When the historic Benjamin-Barton house was facing demolition,
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Dave shared his knowledge of construction, played an important
role throughout the process of saving the house and became an
enthusiastic supporter of our local history as a member of the Society
and director of Preservation Bloomfield.
Kellett was born on the east side of Detroit in 1932. He attended
De LaSalle high school where he met Bill Pulte. Immediately after
Dave Kellett graduating from high school, Dave and his classmate Bill built a home
near City Airport that they sold for $10,000. Dave went on to study
civil engineering at the University of Detroit while Pulte continued building homes. He
continued to work with Bill on and off during his college years. In 1957 after Wm. J. Pulte
Inc. was formed, Bill asked Dave to join the company as its first employee. Dave eventually
became vice president of construction and helped create the “system” of building homes
quickly from standard plans. One of Pulte Homes' first developments was Concord Green
near Eastways and Square Lake Road which consisted of forty-nine homes built in 1960. Pulte
Homes grew quickly, replicating its building system in Washington DC (1963), Atlanta (1965)
and Chicago (1966). Dave was overseeing all construction as the company expanded.
Dave left Pulte Homes in 1970, building, among other projects, Outland Stables on the
south side of 14 Mile Road between Lahser and Telegraph with a partner. Eight years later,
he went on his own, forming Kellett 5
Construction Company where he
was proud to work with his sons
Tom and Dave, Jr. He quickly
gained a reputation among area
auto executives as the go-to builder
for their custom homes. He was
most proud of the French Country
style houses he built, one on South i
Darlington, backing up to Oakland |5
Hills Country Club and another
on Lahser Road, backing up to
Bloomfield Hills Country Club.
When Bloomfield’s historic 1840s Benjamin-Barton house was in danger of being
demolished in 2008, the community sprang into action. Kellett, a Bloomfield Hills City
Commissioner at the time, was consulted. He recognized the importance of preserving
one of our few remaining Greek Revival homes. Dave used his knowledge as a master builder
along with his extensive network of construction trades to provide valuable advice as a
director of the newly formed board of Preservation Bloomfield. He helped guide the move
of the house to Bowers School Farm, as well as the subsequent restoration work over the next
several years. His expertise and enthusiasm were an important part of the success of saving
the Benjamin-Barton house as a legacy for the Bloomfield community.
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French country style home built by Kellett Construction Company
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