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NOTE . _
FROM THE Rocky Terrace to Magnolia Terrace:

EDITOR: Chelmsleigh Estates’ First Home
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There is virtually no way to talk about the history of Bloomfield Hills in the
20th century without mention of property developer Judson Bradway. And,
in early 1926, in collaboration with Bloomfield's Vaughan, Hodges and Vernor
families, Bradway decided to plat over seventy residential building lots on the
northwest corner of Lone Pine and Lahser to create the Chelmsleigh Addition
to his Country Club Estates.

Welcome to another edition of Legacy!

If you're a fan of stone masonry like we
are, then you've noticed homes, schools,
walls, and even utility buildings with
beautiful stone features in the area. Board
member Katie Kiyo explores the source
of the plentiful fieldstones used in their
construction. Thank you, glaciers!

The distinctive Chelmsleigh
stone entrance gates,
designed by renowned local
architect J. Ivan Dise,
welcomed Detroiters looking
for a country retreat. As
described in a June 1927
advertisement, “Nowhere
near Detroit can be found
a setting so perfect as
Bloomfield Hills; and
nowhere in Bloomfield Hills,
estate property to equal
the rolling wooded two-
to-six-acre tracts of Judson
Bradway’s Chelmsleigh”.

Speaking of stones, we explore the
history of Rocky Terrace, the first home
completed in Chelmsleigh Estates in 1928.
Renamed Magnolia Terrace in 1935

(the beautiful magnolia trees on the
property are in full bloom as we write
this!), the home is remarkably preserved,
retaining many of the original architectural
features and decorative details.

We report on the amazing life of
Bloomfield resident Harry Stewart who
recently died at the age of 100. You may
want to look for his memoir at the
Bloomfield Township Public Library.

Our student essay contest is growing. We
had the most entries we've ever received,
and choosing the first place Michael
Carmichael (Legacy’s late long-time editor)
award winner was a challenge!

Thanks for your interest in local history!
Enjoy!
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info@answers

SOCIETY MEMBERS TACKLE QUESTIONS YOU ASKED

IS THERE AN UPDATE ON THE STONE WALL ON WOODWARD NEAR OPDYKE?

“When we build, let us think that we build forever. Let it not be for present use alone. Let it be such work as our descendants

will thank us for, and let us think as we lay stone on stone, that a time is to come when those stones will be held sacred

because our hands have touched them, and that men will say, as they look upon the labor and wrought substance of them.
“See! This our fathers did for us.” - John Ruskin

Stone Walls and the Farmer

Ahhh, FIELDSTONE...the farmer’s crop that never fails!

Michigan’s landscape was significantly shaped by glacial
activity, with glaciers covering our area multiple times. Over the
course of the last two million years, glaciers were advancing and
retreating: dragging around huge slabs of bedrock and grinding
them into smaller pieces as they advanced, then depositing this
material as they retreated. They left our landscape littered with
fieldstone. In hard Michigan winters, the freeze and thaw cycles
repeatedly nudged the rocks upward until they broke through
the surface of the soil, appearing in farmers’ fields as they were
tilled. The rocks posed a continuous hazard to the plows of 19th
century farmers in Bloomfield as they cleared and prepared the
land for planting. Today's farmers use rock picker machines to
collect the rocks, but “back in the day” they had to be picked
up by hand and moved to the edges of the fields. (I would not
want that job!) As a result, most farms in Michigan had at
least one large pile of rocks, which varied in size and color
depending on the locale. Stacked at the edges of the fields, the
stones often formed walls providing boundaries and protection
for the farm.

Stone wall at Stonycroft (Clements Library)

Stone Walls and the Builder

While farmers found fieldstones to be a nuisance, 19th
century builders found them useful in the construction of
houses, barns, schools, walls, churches, silos, and countless
other structures! Examples can still be found in the Bloomfield
area such as the Vaughan-Vernor house and the historic 1859
Wing Lake Schoolhouse.

Stone Walls at Stonycroft

Stonycroft was the 285 acre farm and home of early
Bloomfield resident Charles Stinchfield and his family from 1896
to 1918. Recently | wrote about the amazing stone wall that
originally enclosed Stonycroft. A significant part of the stone
wall still stands, visible on the east side of Woodward, north of
Opdyke. While the farm property was redeveloped in the early
1920's following Stinchfield's death, and the house itself was
lost to fire many years ago, our research has uncovered a few
treasured photos in the archives at the Clements Library in
Ann Arbor. The two shown here illustrate even more uses of
fieldstone at Stoneycroft: cut stone pillars on the porch and
long stretches of wall defining gardens.

Stone pillars on the porch (Clements Library)

The Current Situation
We have begun talking with our State Historic Preservation

Office about the significance of stone walls to Bloomfield’s
history and how we might be able to preserve Stoneycroft's
wall. There seems to be the possibility of grant money to
restore/repair the wall, IF it qualifies to be added to the
National Register of Historic Places. So that is the next step to
explore. Stay tuned.

- Katie Kiyo



Chelmsleigh Estates’ First Home (continued)
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Magnolia Terrace
When James Vernor Jr. and
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his wife Grayce Stoddard Vernor
purchased the home in 1935
they re-named the estate

“Magnolia Terrace” to better
reflect the house with its
established gardens. James’

% grandson would fondly recall
family occasions there,
remembering “the great feasts,
and how grandma would allow

us to slide down the circular
banister in the main hall”. It
appears the Vernors rented

the house to at least two different
prominent business executives, as
well as living in it for part of the
time themselves until 1955.

For the next 20 years or so,
Magnolia Terrace was owned and
lived in by Dr. Lichtwardt and his

Marsdale rosd in
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special time in our lives...the

|
hﬂlrﬂ‘hﬂ, wrchitecis, of C. E. Hayette's new colosial home witleh | wife. They recalled it as “a very

charm of the old home drew us

Jan 15, 1928 Detroit Free Press

The first people to buy and build in the brand-new
Chelmsleigh subdivision were Carl Huyette, president of the
Harding Lumber Company, and his wife Ruth, née Harding (!).

An article in the November 1927 Afterglow magazine noted that
“Huyette has begun building a home north of the Lone Pine
Road on a site in W. H. Hodges' farm. The location he has chosen
is remarkable for its beautiful wide view".

Rocky Terrace
Christened “Rocky Terrace” by the Huyettes, their
Federalist Colonial home, designed by the Detroit architecture
firm of Benjamin & Straight, was finished in 1928. A sketch of
the new house was included in the January 15th, 1928 edition of
the Detroit Free Press. The house featured a formal dining room
with hand-painted wallpaper of oriental trees and flowers which
opened to a multi-terraced garden through a large bow window.
A circular staircase graced the entrance in the main hall, off which
was a small dining nook. A summer breakfast room, with three
glassed-in walls projecting into the garden, was decorated with
Flint Faience tiles. A wood-paneled office was situated off the
living room. The house had four fireplaces, and four bedrooms
(not counting the servants’ quarters), along with a sleeping porch
built over the sunporch. Large ice-boxes suitable for entertaining
were installed in the basement, and cleverly concealed buttons
around the house allowed for discrete calls to the serving staff.
On the grounds were several stone-walled terraces sloping
eastward, a large rock garden in the middle of the back yard, and
a small statue of St. Francis of Assisi. To celebrate a wedding
held there in 1929, fourteen magnolia trees were planted. The
Huyettes and their two daughters lived there for about five years
and, based on commentary from the family, appear to have lost
the house during the Great Depression.

together in a very special way.

We planted many of the gardens,

and enjoyed the magnolia trees”.
During their ownership, the house and grounds were
featured in the local Finer Homes magazine several times in
the 1960s

The Wetzel family (of automotive prominence) acquired
the property in the early 1980s and took extraordinary care
to maintain the house and grounds in excellent condition.
The family felt the house “was a place where the
important things in life and love can be shared throughout
the seasons”, and hosted numerous wedding, bridal and
baby showers there. They only recently sold the property,
and in keeping with family tradition, hid a history of their long
stewardship and experience with the estate in a secret recess
in the house, to be found by the new owner.
Almost 100 years later, the property today still has the

stone terraces and magnolia trees which conspire to give
the grand old house its name. The “beautiful wide view”
remarked upon in 1927 is now lush with towering pine,
maple, mulberry and oak trees, among which the little statue
of St. Francis continues to keep watch over his animal friends
while the rock garden was long ago converted into a pool.
The interior of the house enjoys the original hardwood floors,
millwork, hardware and hand-painted wallpaper. The summer
breakfast nook has been turned into an all-season sunroom,
and the old sleeping porch is now the Master Bedroom.
Miraculously, the central staircase banister survives intact!
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A Bloomfield Life

Harry Thaddeus Stewart Jr. (1924-2025) was among the last
survivors of the legendary World War Il flying corps known as the
Tuskegee Airmen. He was born in Virginia; raised in New York
City; and "by the early 1990s ...had settled into a comfortable
retirement in Bloomfield Hills” with his wife, Delphine, according
to Philip Handleman who collaborated with Stewart in writing
his memoir, Soaring to Glory: A Tuskegee Airman'’s Firsthand
Account of World War [l. Stewart's inspiring life story
interweaves an important chapter in our national history with

Bloomfield’s history.

A decorated World War Il fighter pilot, Stewart was awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross for action over Austria on April 1, 1945.
That day, after successfully escorting American bombers in his P-51, he was credited with
downing three enemy fighters.

After the war's end, the military held its first ever aerial gunnery competition in Nevada
for both jet and propeller-plane pilots, a contest of precision bombing, gun firing and flight
maneuvers. Lieutenant Stewart and his team of three other Tuskegee Airmen won the 1949
first place “top gun” trophy in the propeller-plane category. Their trophy is on display at the
National Museum of the U.S. Air Force in Dayton, Ohio.

As the military scaled back post war, Stewart accepted a commission in the reserves and
pursued a degree in mechanical engineering from NYU. In 1976 his career led him to
ANR Pipeline in Detroit, rising to the position of vice president before retiring. Here he
reconnected with many area Airmen and celebrated the establishment of the Tuskegee
Airmen National Historical Museum in Detroit. He remained an advocate for their legacy
throughout his life and often spoke to aspiring aviation students around the country as
well as at the Museum, visiting just weeks before his passing. In recognition of their
groundbreaking war service, Stewart, along with his fellow Tuskegee Airmen, was awarded
the Congressional Gold Medal in 2006.

In 2024, just shy of his 100th birthday, he visited Bloomfield Hills High School, where he
shared his experiences with the students and donated his memoir to the school library.
Retired Air Force Lieutenant Colonel Harry T. Stewart Jr. was a man of profound character
and significant accomplishment, a credit to his community and his country.

2025 Student Essay Contest — We Have a Winner!

We received a record number of submissions to our student essay contest this year!
Board members Pierre DePorre and Joel Young worked with local high schools to encourage
participation and the students responded! We are pleased to announce the winners.

First Place, and winner of the Michael Carmichael award: Wynne Gibson, a junior at
Cranbrook wrote “The Stone Bridge in the Woods".

Second Place: Rhiannon Hinton, a junior at Bloomfield Hills High School, wrote
“Colonel Edwin S. George: The Power of Belief”.

Third Place: Mayas Smith, also a junior at Bloomfield Hills High School, wrote
“Bloomfield’s Hidden Oasis: The Johnson Nature Center”. You can find the essays on our
website bloomfieldhistoricalsociety.org. Well done Wynne, Rhiannon and Mayas!
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