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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR:

IN MEMORIAM:

JOHN MARSHALL

The Bloomfield Historical Society and our
community have lost a very important
contributor to our understanding of local
history. John Marshall of Bloomfield Township
passed away in February.

John was a founding board member of
the Bloomfield Historical Society, as well as
Preservation Bloomfield. He served as our
program chair for many years, organizing
more than sixty of the Society’s local history
presentations at the Bloomfield Township
Public Library. He did extensive research on
many of the historic homes, properties and
residents in the Bloomfield area. That research
can be found in much of the content on our
website, in Legacy newsletters, and numerous
“History Next Door” videos. John was also
our go-to local history detective for inquiries
submitted via email.

John's contributions to our understand-
ing of local history cannot be overstated. His
research was meticulously organized and is
being preserved by the Bloomfield Township
Public Library and the Bloomfield Historical
Society where it will continue to be an
important resource to our community.

John was well known and highly respect-
ed among local history organizations and he
will be greatly missed, especially by this one.
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James C. Couzens
A Bloomfield Life

From the earliest days of the 20th
century, the Bloomfield area, boasting
pleasant lakes, rolling hills and proximity to
Detroit, has been the site of both summer
and permanent homes for the “gasoline
aristocracy”. One of the first of those to
build and later live here was James
Couzens, whose storied life and career
took him from a coal clerk in Detroit to a
United States Senator for Michigan, with
much more in between.

Couzens, a native Canadian, was born
to relatively modest means in Ontario, in
August of 1872. As a boy he worked in
his father’s soap factory, and as a teenager
took bookkeeping classes in Chatham. In
1890, Couzens moved to Detroit to work
for the Michigan Central Railroad checking railroad cars, and roughly five
years later, was hired as a clerk by the Detroit-based coal merchant Alexander
Malcomson. It was said that Couzens had given Malcomson such a hard time
over making his payments to Michigan Central in a timely manner that the coal
vendor hired him to do the same job, with the same vigor, for his own firm.
Couzens duly undertook the task.

Malcomson was later to partner with Henry Ford and was a large
stockholder in the soon-to-be formed Ford Motor Company, Henry Ford’s third
car company. In 1902, Malcomson contributed Couzens (now his chief clerk
and cashier) to the start-up, both to look after his own financial interests, and
with hopes that his organizational acumen and taskmaster capabilities would
benefit the new company. Given the opportunity, Couzens himself invested
$2,500 in the new venture, and also persuaded his schoolteacher sister,
Rosetta, to invest $100, roughly half of her life savings. In 1903, abandoning
the coal business for the car business, Couzens became Secretary of the new
firm, and by 1906 was Vice President and General Manager. It is generally
accepted that in the early years of the company, Henry Ford ran the
automotive/engineering side of the business, and Couzens undertook the
finance, sales and operating responsibilities. Among his many contributions,
Couzens is credited with establishing a network of agents to sell Ford cars (as
“car dealers” did not exist in 1903) and later with playing a substantial role in
the development of the fabled $5 dollar day. Couzens’ business interests were
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info@answers

SOCIETY MEMBERS TACKLE QUESTIONS YOU ASKED

I'VE HEARD BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP WAS ONCE MUCH BIGGER THAN IT IS NOW.
CAN YOU EXPLAIN?

Yes, Bloomfield Township was indeed much, much bigger
than it is now, at one time comprising all the lower 40% of
Oakland County! Let's see if we can explain that for you.

The first relevant official act occurred on January 12, 1819
when Lewis Cass, governor of the Territory of Michigan, issued
a proclamation in response to a petition made by a number
of citizens to establish a new county. Cass set the boundaries
laying out “a new county to be called the county of Oakland”.

As intended, this drew attention to, and interest in the
area. Settlers preferred areas with established or emerging
governance. The population grew sufficiently over the next
twelve months, and on March 28, 1820, Cass issued another
proclamation to organize the county of Oakland and
establish the seat of justice at the town of Pontiac. The
inhabitants would be “entitled to all rights and privileges to
which by law the inhabitants of the other counties of the
territory are entitled”. The stage had been set for the
emergence of Bloomfield.

On June 28, 1820, William Woodbridge, secretary and
acting governor, laid out and subdivided the county into two
townships by executive proclamation, for “more convenient
execution of the laws within the county”. Oakland Township
was the northern 60% of the county, and Bloomfield Township
was created as the southern 40%, covering the area of what

OAKLAND COUNTY IN 1820.
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would become ten townships. For reference, using today’s
landmarks, the northern border of Bloomfield ran along South
Boulevard, extending all the way from Dequindre to the

GM Proving Grounds in Milford, with 8 Mile Rd as the
southern border.

Bloomfield Township remained in this configuration for
seven years until 1827 when Troy and Farmington were set off.
That year, 1827, was important for another reason: the first
meeting was held to organize the Township and elect the first
governing officers.

As the population continued to grow, more townships
were formed in quick succession: Southfield in 1830; Novi and
Royal Oak in 1832; West Bloomfield in 1833 and Commerce,
Lyon and Milford in 1834.

Further divisions took place over the years, of course,
resulting in present day Oakland County. Within the
downsized Bloomfield Township, Bloomfield Hills became a
village in 1927, then a city in 1932. The city of Birmingham
was formed in 1933,.

Sources: Historic Michigan, Land of the Great Lakes, Volume Ill,
An Account of Oakland County, edited by Lillian Drake Avery,
Published by National Historical Association, 1926, and History of
Oakland County, Michigan published by L. H. Everts & Co, 1877.
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James C. Couzens (continued)

not confined to Ford: in addition to holding several bank and
other corporate directorships, in 1909 he organized and became
President of the Highland Park State Bank, the primary banking
subsidiary of Ford Motor.

In 1915, in part as a result of disagreements with Henry
Ford over published views on World War |, Couzens resigned
his position as Vice President and Treasurer. As the largest Ford
shareholder after Henry himself, however, he retained his 11%
stake in the company and his seat on the Board of Directors.
Even during his time at Ford, Couzens was Chairman of the
Detroit Street Railway Commission, and after his resignation he
served as Detroit Police Department commissioner until 1918.
Couzens would step down from Ford altogether in 1919, and
sold his stock in the company back to Henry Ford for almost
$30 million dollars, in addition to the roughly $10 million of
dividends he received since the founding. Schoolteacher
Rosetta’s $100 stake was sold for just over $260,000.
Characteristically, Couzens negotiated the highest price of any
selling shareholder.

In 1918, Couzens ran for the mayoralty of Detroit, in part
because he personally believed that he would “make a good
Mayor"”, and in part due to his belief in municipal ownership of
the city’s streetcar system. He held that office until 1922 seeing
both of his beliefs come to fruition, when he was appointed
U.S. Senator for Michigan after the resignation of Truman
Newberry. It was in the mid-1920s that Couzens became a
permanent resident in Bloomfield Township, having established

The White House (Couzens’ Summer Home)
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his estate called Wabeek (just off Long Lake Road) as a summer
residence and working farm as far back as the early 1910s. He
was subsequently elected to a full senatorial term in 1924 and
re-elected in 1930. Although a Republican, his tenure as a
Senator was largely marked by his support of the New Deal.
Couzens, who commented as early as 1915 that he had
“more money than |I'm entitled to” had also become a noted
philanthropist. He donated liberally to civic causes, particularly
those related to children, establishing the Children’s Fund of
Michigan with a $10,000,000 grant and donating $1 million to
Children’s Hospital of Michigan. The Westacres subdivision
in West Bloomfield, founded as a low-income project for
"qualified” industrial workers in the 1930s, was seeded with
roughly $500,000 of his own money. At the University of
Michigan, he gave $600,000 for the building of a residence hall
for nursing students, later named in his honor.

On October 22, 1936, at the age of 64, James Couzens
died while still in office as a Senator. He was survived by his
wife of 38 years, Margaret Manning, and four of his six children,
including Frank, who was to become the 56th mayor of Detroit.
On the day of his funeral, city and county offices in Detroit
were closed and all the busses and streetcars were brought
to a halt for one minute in his honor.

2026 Student Essay Contest - We Have A Winner!

Bloomfield Historical Society

STUDENT ESSAY
CONTEST

We were very happy to have received many wonderful submissions to our
student essay contest this year. Thanks to the hard work of board members
Dr. Pierre DePorre and Dr. Joel Young, the essay contest is thriving.

They were all a pleasure to read, and we are pleased to share the results.

First Place, and winner of the Michael Carmichael award — Vivienne VanGemert, a junior at Bloomfield Hills
High School, wrote “Beneath the Apple Trees: Discovering the Pioneer History of Satterlee Farms” a beautifully
written essay about the history of her neighborhood.

Second Place — Beatriz Sardinha, a senior at Bloomfield Hills High School wrote “The Hope Diamond,
in Bloomfield Hills?” a fascinating essay about the famous diamond’s visit to Bloomfield Hills!

You can find the essays on our website. Thank you Vivienne and Beatriz!
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“A Stroke of Brilliance”

From marketing tools for businesses to collectibles for consumers, matchbooks have
remained an iconic part of our everyday lives for more than 100 years. Local historians value
them for the unique record of our history that they provide.

Paper matchbooks can be traced to 1892 when Joshua Pusey, a Philadelphia patent
attorney, secured a patent for his design for a tiny booklet of flexible matches made of
cardboard rather than wood. Now matches could bend and be torn out of a book; this meant
they could also be conveniently carried in a pocket or a purse. Although his design was
simple and clever, the coarse striking surface was inside the fold, with the matches
themselves; a potentially dangerous pairing. Just a few weeks later, Charles Bowman,
another Pennsylvania entrepreneur and newspaper proprietor, went one step further and
developed the first modern matchbook that continues to today, along with the famous
catchphrase, “close cover before striking.” Pusey's attempt to overturn Bowman'’s patent
for matchbooks with a safer design was unsuccessful. The Diamond Match Co. eventually
adapted Bowman'’s design and became the first mass producer of paper matchbooks. The
Universal Match Company, with a large office here in Detroit, also went on to produce a truly
remarkable variety of covers, matchboxes, and trademarked items over a long period of time.

In the 1920s and ‘30s,
matchbooks went beyond being a
simple convenience and became
popular as promotional items.
Companies saw the potential for
branding, and began featuring
logos, catchy slogans and
commissioned artwork, making
them nostalgic, collectible items
to this day. For many collectors,
these tiny treasures make
interesting conversation pieces
and a delightful way to relive the past! Inventive matchbook formats include “midget
matches” (inexpensive and eye-catching miniature matches, perfect for a lady's purse), and
flat, or die cut paper matches with the “menu” printed right on them. The hobby of collecting
matchbooks and match covers is called “phillumeny,” and serious collectors study printing
styles, manufacturers, advertising art, and regional businesses.

Locally, because so many businesses have disappeared over time, vintage matchbooks
have become miniature historical records of our past, and tell the fascinating story of
Bloomfield’s diners, bars, clubs, specialty stores and ) '
other long-gone establishments. They are little ' V rﬂﬂ?*i‘g‘%:%rﬂi’/;jj/;
time capsules into our remarkable past! w o st S

While some can still be found on eBay and in 1L C " gur Famous Davison QP“',!,L‘"E; -
antiques stores, if you have vintage matches that Y Urigee Salsds

. garbecued Ribs & Chicken
may be of interest to us for the purpose of % S
digitizing and documenting them so that the images ) Gresin Favorites
can be shared on our website, please contact us at:
info@bloomfieldhistoricalsociety.org.
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The Bloomfield Historical Society
is dedicated to fostering an
appreciation of the rich history
of the Bloomfield area by
identifying, promoting and
conserving our heritage. We
encourage research to educate

and engage all generations.
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